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— IN TER SE CONVENIT URSIS» 


Jo v. 


BEASTS OF EACH KIND THEIR FELLOWS SPARE 
BEAA LIVES IN AMITY WITH BEAR» 


FRE world,” ir Locke, * has 

people of all ſorts.“ As in 
the general hurry produced by the ſuper- 
Atities of ſome, and neceſſities of others, 
w man need to ſtand ſtill for want of 
employment, fo in the innumerable gra- 
dations of ability, and endleſs varieties 
of ſtudy and inclination, no employment 
can be vacant for want of a man qua- 
lified to diſcharge it. 

Such is probably the natural ſtate of 
the univerle, but it is ſo much deform- 
ed by intereſt and paſſion, that the be- 
nefit of this adaptation of men to things 
is not always perceived, The folly or 
indigence of thoſe who ſet their ſervices 
to ſale, inclines them to boaſt of qua- 
lifcations which they do not poſſeſs, 
and attempt buſineſs which they do not 
underſtand; and they who have the 
power of aſſigning to others the taſk of 
life, are ſeldom honeſt or ſeldom happy in 
their nominations. Patrons are corrupt- 
ed by avarice, cheated by credulity, or o- 
rerpowered by reſiſtleſs ſolicitation. They 
are ſometimes too ſtrongly influenced 
by hone prejudices of friendſhip, or 
the prevalence of virtuous compaſſion. 
For, whatever cool reaſon may direct, 
t is not eaſy for 2' man of tender and 
lerupulous goodneſs to overlook the im- 
mediate effect of his own actions, by 
turning his eyes upon remoter conſe- 
quences, and to do that which muſt 
give preſent pain, for the ſake of obvi- 
ang evil yet unfelt, or ſecuring advan- 
age in time to come. What is diſtant. 
8 M itſelf obſcure, and, when we have 


1 


no wiſh to ſee it, eaſily eſcapes our no- 
tice, or takes ſuch a form as defire or 
imagination beſtows upon it. 

Every man might for the ſame reaſon, 
in the multitudes that ſwarm about him, 
find ſome kindred mind with which he 
could unite in confidence and friendſhip; 
yet we ſee many ſtraggling ſingle about 
the world, unhappy for want of an aſ- 
ſociate, and pining with the neceſſity of 
confining their ſentiments to their ow 
boſoms. 

This inconvenience ariſes in like man- 
ner from ſtruggles of the will againſt 
the underſtanding. It is not often dif- 
ficult to find a ſuitable companion, if 
every man would be content with ſuch _ 
as he is 8 to pleaſe. But if vanity 
tempts him to forfake his rank, and 
poſt himſelf among thoſe with whom 
no common intereſt or mutual pleaſurs 
can ever unite him, he muſt always live 
in a ſtate of unſocial ſeparation, with- * 
out tenderneſs and without truſt, _ 

There are many natures which can 
never approach within a certain diſtance, 
and which, when any irregular motive 
impels them towards contact, ſeem to 
ſtart back from each other by ſome in- 
vincible repulſion. There are others 
which immediately cohere whenever they 
come into the reach of mutual attrac- 
tion, and with very little formality of 


preparation mingle intimately as ſoon, 


as they meet. Every man, whom either 
buſineſs or curioſity has thrown at large 
into the world, will recolle&t many in- 
ſtances of fendneſs and diſlike, which 
222 ' have , 


never can be 


 oftentation. 
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have forced themſelves upon him with- 
out the intervention of his judgment; 
of diſpoſitions to court ſome and avoid 
others, when he could aſſign no reaſon 
for the preference, or none adequate to 
the violence of his paſſions ; of influence 
that acted inſtantaneouſly upon his 
mind, and which no arguments or per- 
ſuaſions could ever overcome. 
Among thoſe with whom time and 
interco have made us familiar, we 
feel our affections divided in different 
ions without much regard to mo- 
ral or intellectual merit. Every man 
knows ſome whom he cannot induce 
himſelf to truſt, though he has no rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect that they would betray 
him; thoſe to whom he cannot complain, 
though he never obſerved them to want 
compaſſion; thoſe in whoſe preſence he 
gay, though excited by 
invitations to mirth and freedom; and 


thoſe from whom he cannot be content 


to receive ĩnſtruction, though they never 
inſulted his ignorance by contempt or 


That much is to be had to 
thoſe inſtincts of kindneſs and diſlike, 
or that reaſon ſhould blindly follow 
them, I am far from intending to in- 
culcate ; it is very certain that by in- 


dulgence we may give them ſtrength 


which they have not from nature, and 
almoſt every example of ingratitude and 


_ treachery proves, that by obeying them 


we may commit our happineſs to thoſe 
who are very unworthy. of ſo great a 


truſt, But ĩt may deſerve to be remark - 


ed, that ſince few contend much with 
their inclinations, it is generally vain to 
ſolicit the -will of thoſe whom we 
2 thus involuntarily alienated 
from us; neither knowledge nor virtue 
will reconcile antipathy, and though of - 
Keiouſneſs may for a time be admitted, 
and diligence applauded, they will at 
laſt be ou 38 coldneis, or diſ- 
couraged by neglect. | 

Some C indeed an occult power of 
ſealing upon the affections, of excit- 
ing univerſal benevolence, and diſpoſing 
every heart to fondneſs and friendſhip. 
But this is a felicity granted only to the 


favourites of nature. The greater part 


of mankind find a different reception 
from different diſpoſitions ; they ſome- 
times obtain unexpected Sri from 
thoſe whom they never flattered with 
uncommon regard, and ſometimes ex- 


hauſt all their arts of pleaſing without 


* . 


effect. To theſe it is neceſſary to lock 
round and attempt every breaſt in which 
they find virtue ſufficient for the foun. 
dation of friendſhip ; to enter into the 
crowd, and try whom chance will offer 
to their notice, till they fix on ſome tem. 
per congenial to their own, as the mag. 
net rolled in the duſt collects the frag. 
ments of it's kindred metal from a thou. 
ſand particles of other ſubſtances, 
Every man muſt have remarked the 
facility with which the kindneſs of others 


is ſometimes gained by thoſe to whom Y 
he never could have imparted his own, 
e are by our occupations, education, * 
and habits of life, divided almoſt into pl 
different ſpecies, which regard one ano- g 
ther for the moſt part with {corn and ma. he 
lignity. Each of theſe claſſes of the al 
human race has deſires, fears, and con- th 
verſation, vexations and merriment, lo 
peculiar 'to itſelf; cares which another — 
cannot feel; ures which he cannot V. 
artake; and modes of expreſſing every lit 
enſation which he cannot underſtand. 45 
That frolick which ſhakes one man with 2 
laughter, will convulſe another with in- ny 
dignation ; the ſtrain of jocularity which an 
in one place obtains treats and patro- a 
, would in another be heard with Ar 
indifference, and in a third with abbor 
rence. — a; 
Toraiſe eſteem we muſt benefit others; tec 
to procure love we muſt pleaſe them. thr 
Ariſtotle obſerves, that old men do not = 
readily form friendſhips, becauſe they uri 
are not eaſily ſuſceptible of pleaſure. _— 
He that can contribute to the hilarity of id 
the vacant hour, or partake with equal wel 


guſt the favourite amuſement, he whoſe 
mind is employed on che ſame objects, 
and who therefore never haraſſes the un- 


derſtandi 


with unaccuſtomed ideas, 


will be welcomed with ardour, and lf the | 
with regret, unleſs he deſtroys thoſe re- pe 
commendations by faults with -which a 
peace and ſecurity cannot conſiſt. 7 
It were happy if, in forming friend - b 
ſhips, virtue could concur with pleaſure; by 
but the greateſt part of human gratif- 4 
cations approach ſo nearly to vice, that ceſto 
few, who make the delight of others * 
their rule of conduct, can avoid diſm 
8 compliances; yet certainly be 1900 
that ſuffers himſelf to be driven or allur- on 8 


ed from virtue, miſtakes his own inte- 
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Ne CLXI, TUESDAY, OCTOBER x, 1751: 
ots yag ο vin, vid & Aber. | | 


FRAIL AS THE LEAVES THAT QUIVER ON THY SPRAY, 
LIKE THEM MAN FLOURISHES, LIKE, THEM DECAY» 


MR. RAMBLER. 

n, | 
O U have formerly obſerved that 
J curioſity often terminates in har- 
ren knowledge, and that the mind is 
mpted to ay and enquiry rather 
y the uneaſineſs of ignorance, than the 
hope of profit. Nothing can be of leſs 
importance to any preſent intereſt than 
the fortune of thoſe who have been 
loſt in the grave, and from whom 
nothing now can be hoped or feared. 
Yet to rouſe the zeal of a true antiquary, 
little more is neceſſary than to mention 
a name which mankind have conſpired 


do forget; he will make his way to re- 


mote ſcenes of action through obſcurity 
and contradiction, as Tully ſought 
amidſt buſhes and brambles the tomb of 
Archimedes. | 
It is not eaſy to diſcover how it con- 
cerns him that gathers the produce, or 
receives the rent of an eſtate, to know 
through what families, the land has paſ- 
ſed, who is regiſtered in the Conqueror's 
ſurvey as it's poſſeſſor, how often it has 
been forfeited, by treaſon, or how often 
ld by prodigality. The power or 
wealth of the preſent inhabitants of a 
country cannot be much increaſed by an 
enquiry after the names of thoſe bar. 
barians, who deſtroyed one another 
twenty centuries ago, in conteſts for 
the ſhelter of , woods or convenience of 
rage. Yet we ſee that no man can 
at reſt in the enjoyment of a new 
purchaſe till he has learned the hiſtory 
of his grounds from the ancient inha- 
bitants of the pariſh, and that no nation 
omits to record the actions of their an- 
ceſtors, however bloody, ſavage, and 
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e ſame diſpoſition, as different op- 
portunities call it forth, diſcovers itſelf 
in great or little things. I have always 


in total inactivity, only becauſe 
pens to have -no employment 
equal to his ambition or genius; it is 
therefore my cuſtom to apply my atten- 


thou 
lum 
be hap 


git it unworthy of a wiſe man to 


Hom. ; 


tion to the objects before me, and as 1 
cannot think any place wholly unworthy 
of notice-that affords a habitation to a 
man of letters, I have collected the 
hiſtory and antiquities of the ſeveral 
garrets in which I have reſided, 


Quantulacungue ofiic, vcs ogo magna voco. 
How ſmall to others, but how great to me ! 


Many of theſe narratives my induftry 


has been able to extend to a conſider- 


able length; but the woman with whom 
I now lodge has lived only eighteen 
months in the houſe, and can give no 
account of it's ancient revolutions z the 
2 having, at her entrance, ob- 
iterated, by his white-waſh, all the 
{ſmoky memorials which former tenants 
had left upon the ceiling, and perhaps 
drawn the veil of oblivion over politi- 
cians, philoſophers, and poets. 

When I firit cheapened my lodgings, 
the landlady told me, that ſhe hoped I 
was not an author, for the N on 
the firſt floor had ſtipulated that the up- 
per rooms ſhould not be occupied by a 
noiſy trade. I very readily — to 
give no diſturbance to her family, and 
oon diſpatched a bargain on the uſual 
terms. 


I had not ſlept many nights in my 


new apartment before I began to en- 


quite after my predeceſſors, and found 
my landlady, whoſe imagination is fill- 
ed chiefly with her own affairs, very 
ready to give me information. 

_  Curiolity, like all other deſires, pro- 
duces pain as well as pleaſure. - Before 
ſhe began her narrative, I had heated my 
head with expectations of adventures 
and chleoveries, of elegance in diſguiſe, 
and. learning in diſtreſs; and was ſome- 
what mortified when I heard that the 
firſt tenant was a tailor, of whom no- 


thing was remembered but that he com- 


plained of his room for want of light; 
and after having lodged in it a month, 
and paid only a week's rent, pawned a 

Piece 


- 
= 
T —_ - _ — 
- — — — 
— — — — = — 
* * 
— 


— — — «a 
— 
ES 


— — — =_ « 
— . —ÄAUji . — — 


— — 8 


. 3 
a 
— — 


— — 
8 = 1 - 
D>—— — — — — — 


83 


— — ͤ—ꝗA－U l Þ——_— —⅜ — 
% 


Ls 4 
D A” . 
— . pm — —é — 


— K 


5 . rr 
2 a _ — - a 
— - — ” — _—— — 


356 


piece of cloth which he was truſted to 
cut out, and was forced to make a pre- 
cipitate retreat from this quarter of the 
town. 1 p 
The next was a young woman newly 
arrived from the country, who lived for 
five weeks with great regularity, and 
became by frequent treats very much 
the favourite of the family, but at laſt 
received viſits ſo frequently from a 
couſin in Cheapſide, that ſhe brought 
the reputation of the houſe into danger, 
and was therefore diſmiſſed with good 
advice. | | 
The room then ſtood empty for a fort- 
night; my landlady began to think that 
ſhe had judged hardly, and often wiſhed 
for ſuch another lodger. At laſt an 
elderly man of a grave aſpe& read the 
bill, and bargained for the room at the 
very firſt price that was aſked. Helived 
in cloſe retirement, ſeldom went out till 
evening, and then returned early, ſome- 
times cheerful, and at other times de- 
jefted. It was remarkable, that what- 
ever he purchaſed, he never had ſmall 
money in his pocket, and though cool 
and temperate on other occaſions, was 
always vehement and ſtormy till he re- 
ceived his change. He paid his rent 
with great exactneſs, and feldom failed 
once a week to requite my landlady's 
civility with a ſupper. At laſt, ſuch is 
the fate of human felicity, the houſe 


was alarmed at midnight by the con- 


ſtable, who demanded to ſearch the gar- 
rets. My landlady aſſuring him that 
he had miſtaken the door, conducted 
him up ſtairs, where he found the tools 
of a coiner; but the tenant had crawled 
along the root to an empty houſe, and 
- eſcaped; much to the joy of my land- 
lady, who declares him a very honeſt 
man, and wonders why any body ſhould 
be hanged for making money when ſuch 
numbers are in want of it. She however 
eonfeſles that ſhe ſhall for the future 
always queſtion the character of thoſe 


who take her garret without beating 


down the price. 

The bill was then placed again in the 
window, and the poor woman was 9 
for ſeven weeks by innumerable paſſen- 
gers, who obli her to climb with 
them every hour up five ſtories, and then 
diſliked the proſpect, hated the noiſe of 


a'publick ſtreet, thought the ſtairs nar- 


row, objected to a low ceiling, required 
the walls to be hung with freſh paper, 
alked queſtions about the neighbour- 
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hood, could not think of living fo far 
from their acquaintance, wiſhed the 
windows had looked to the ſouth rather 
than the weſt, told how the door and 
chimney might have been better diſpoſed, 
bid her half the price that ſhe aſked, or 

romiſed to give her earneſt the next 
dow: and came no more, 

At laſt, a ſhort meagre man, in a tar. 
niſhed waiftcoat, deſired to fee the gar. 
ret, and when he had ſtipulated for two 
long ſhelves, and a larger table, hired 
it at a low rate. When the affair was 
completed, he looked round him with 
great ſatisfaction, and repeated ſome 
words which the woman did not under- 
ſtand. In two days he — — a great 
box of books, took poſſ jon of his 
room, and lived very inoffenſively, ex- 
= that he frequently diſturbed the in- 
habitants of the next floor by unſeaſon- 
able noiſes. He was generally in bed 
at noon, but from evening to midnight 
he ſometimes talked aloud with great 
vehemence, ſometimes ſtamped as in 
rage, ſometimes threw down his poker, 
then clattered his chairs, then fat down 
in deep thought, and again burſt out 
into loud vociferations ; ſometimes he 
would ſigh as oppreſſed with miſery, and 
ſometimes ſhake with convulſive laugh- 
ter. When he encountered any of the 
family, he gave way or bowed, but rare« 
ly ſpoke, except that as he went up 

irs he often repeated—  ' 


s vTtpraTa Is jara vt, 
This habitant th' aerial regions boaſt, 


hard words, to which his neighbours 
liſtened fo often, that they learned them 
without underſtanding them. What 
was his employment ſhe did not venture 
to aſk him, but at laſt heard a printer's 
E for the author. 

y landlady was very often adviſed 
to beware of this ſtrange man, who, 
though he was quiet for the preſent, 
might perhaps become outrageous in the 
hot months; but as ſhe was punctually 
paid, the could not find any ſufficient 


reaſon for diſmiſſing him, till one night . 


he convinced her, by ſetting fire to his 
curtains, that it was not ſafe to have an 
author for her inmate. 

She had then for fix weeks a ſucceſ- 
ſion. of tenants, who left the houſe on 
Saturday, and inſtead of paying their 
rent, ſtormed at their landlady. At 
laſt ſhe took in two ſiſters, one o * 


* . * uy 
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nt her little fortune in procurin 
wa for a lingering Aiſcad,, (167 
now ſupported and attended by the other: 
mne climbed with difficulty to the apart- 
ment, where ſhe languiſhed eight weeks 
without impatience, or lamentation, ex- 
cept for the expence and fatigue which 
her ſiſter ſuffered, and then calmly, and 
contentedly expired, The ſiſter followed 
her to the graye, paid the few debts 
which they had contracted, wiped away 
the tears of uſeleſs ſorrow, and return- 


367 
ing to the buſmeſs of common life, re- 
ſigned to me the vacant habitation. 
Such, Mr. Rambler, are the changes 
which have happened in the narrow ſpace 
where my preſent fortune has fixed my 
reſidence, So true it is that amuſement | 
and inſtruction are always at hand for 1 
thoſe who have ſkill and willingneſs to | 
find them; and ſo juſt is the obſervation 4 
of Juvenal, that a ſingle houſe will ſhew ! 
whateyer is done or ſutfered in the world. 
I am, Sir, &c. 


Ne CLXII, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1781. 


ORBUS Es, ET LOCUPLES, ET BRUTO CONSULE NATUS, 
ss T1IBI VERAS CREDIS AMICITIAS ? | 
8SUNT VERA; SED QUAS JUVENIS, QUAS PAUPER HABERBAS, 
QUIS Novus EST, MORTEM DILIGIT ILLE VAN. 
Maz 7, 


WHATT OLD, AND RICH, AND CHILDLESS Too, 

AND YET BELIEVE YOUR FRIENDS ARE TRUE? 

TRUTH MIGHT PERHAPS TO THOSE BELONG, 

TO THOSE WHO LOV'D YOU POOR AND YOUNGS 

BUT, TRUST ME, FOR THE NEW YOU HAVE, 
THEY'LL LOVE YOU DEARL Y=oorrIN YOUR GRAVE, 


NE of the complaints uttered b 
Milton's Sampſon, in the anguil 
of blindneſs, is, that he ſhall paſs his life 
under the direction of others; that he 
cannot regulate his conduct by his own 
knowledge, but mult lie at the mercy 
of thoſe who undertake to guide him. 

There is no ſtate more contrary to the 
fdignityof wiſdom than perpetual] and un- 
limited dependence, in which the under- 
ſtanding hes uſeleſs, and every motion is 
received from external impulſe. Reaſon 
is the great diſtinction of human nature, 
the faculty by which we approach to 
lome degree of affociation with celeſtial 
intelligences; but as the excellence of 
every power appears only in it's opera- 
tions, not to have reaſon, and to have it 

uſeleſs and unemployed, is nearly the 


lame, 

Such is the weakneſs of man, that the 
eſſen:e of things is ſeldom ſo much re- 
garded as external and accidental ap- 
pendages, A ſmall variation of trifling 
circumſtances, a ſlight change of form by 
an artificial dreſs, or a caſual difference 
of appearance, by a new light and ſitu- 
ation, will conciliate affection or excite 
abhorrence, and determine us to purſue 
or to avoid. Every man conſiders a 
neceſſity of compliance with any will 
but his own, as = layeſt ſtate of 1gno- 


F, Lywie. 


miny and meanneſs ; few are ſo far loſt 
in cowardice or negligence, as not te 
rouze at the firſt infult of tyranny, and 
exert all their force againſt him who 
uſurps their property, or invades any 
privilege of ſpeech or action. Yet we 
ſec often thoſe ho never wanted ſpirit to 
_ encroachment or oppoſe violence, at 
laſt, by a gradual relaxation of vigilance, 
delivering up, without capitulation, the 
fortreſs which they defended againſt af- 
fault, and laying down unbidden the 
weapons which they graſped the harder 
for every attempt to wreſt them from 
their hands. Men eminent for ſpirit 
and wiſdom often reſign themſelves to 
voluntary pupillage, and ſuffer their lives 
to be modelled by officious ignorance, 
and their choice to be regulated by pre- 
3 ſtupidit y. | 
'his unreſiſting acquieſcence in the 
determination of others may be the con- 


ſequence of application to ſome ſtudy re- 


mote from the beaten track of life, ſorne 
employment which does not allow leifure 
for ſufficient inſpection of thoſe petty 
affairs by which nature has decreed 
a great part of our duration to be filled. 
To a mind thus withdrawn from com- 
mon objects, it is more eligible to repoſe 
on the prudence of another, than to be 
expoled every moment to flight inter- 

ruptions. 


we 5 


ruptians, The ſubmiſſion which ſuch 
confidence requires, is paid without pain, 
becauſe it implies no confeſſion of in- 
feriority. The buſineſs from which we 
withdraw our izance, is not above 
our abilities, but below our notice. We 

leaſe our pride with the effects of our 
— thus weakly exerted, and fancy 
ourſelves placed in a higher orb, from 
which we regulate ſubordinate agents by 
a ſlight — diſtant ſuperintendence. 
But whateyer vanity or abſtraction may 
ſuggeſt, no man can ſafely do that b 
others which might be done by himſelf ; 
he that indulges hr 7s: will quickly 
become ignorant of his own affairs; and 
he that truſts without reſerve will at laſt 
be deceived. | 


It is however impoſſible but that, as 


the attention tends ſtrongly towards one 
thing, it muſt retire from another ; and 
he that omits the care of domeſtick bu- 
ſineſs, becauſe he is engroſſed by enqui- 
ries of mpre importance to mankind, has 
at leaſt the merit af ſuffering in a good 
cauſe. But there are many who can 
plead no ſuch extenuation of their folly; 
who ſhake off the burthen of their ſta- 
tion, not that they may ſoar with leſs 
incumbrance ta the heights of know- 
ledge or virtue, but that they may loiter 
at eaſe and ſleep in quiet; and who ſelect 
for friendſhip and confidence not the 
faithful and the virtuous, but the ſoft, 
the civil, and compliant. | 

This openneſs to flattery is the com- 
mon diſgrace of declining life. When 
men fee} weakneſs increaſing on them, 
they naturally deſire to from the 
ſtruggles of contradiction, the fatigue 
of reaſoning, the anxiety of circum- 
ſpection; when they are hourly torment- 
ed with pains and diſeaſes, they are un- 
able to bear any new diſturbance, and 
conſider all eppoſition as an addition to 
miſery, of which they feel already more 
than they can patiently endure. Thus 
defirous of 


any other qualities in thoſe whom he ca- 
reſſes, than quickneſs in conjecturing his 
. deſires, activity in ſupplying his wants, 
_ dexterity: in intercepting complaints be- 
fore they «cn near enough to diſ- 

turb him, flexibility to his preſent hu- 
mour, ſubmiſſion to a haſty petulance, and 
attention to weariſome narrations. By 
theſe arts alone many have been able to 

defeat the claims of 3 of me · 


. 


peace, and thus fearful of 
pain, the old man ſeldom enquires after 
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rit, and to -enrich themſelves with pre. 
ſents and legacies, 

Thraſybulus inherited a large for. 
tune, and augmented it by the revenue: 
of ſeveral lucrative employments, which 
he diſcharged with honour and dexteri. 
ty He was at laſt wiſe enough to con. 

der, that life ſhould not be devoted 
wholly to accumulation, and therefore 


retiring to his eſtate, 1 himſelf to 
c 


the education of his children, ard the 
cultivation of domeſtick happineſs. 
He paſſed ſeveral years in this pleaſing 
amuſement, and ſaw his care amply re- 
compenſed: his daughters were cele. 
brated for modeſty and elegance, and 
his ſons for learning, prudence, and 
ſpirit. In time the eagerneſs with which 
e neighbouring gentlemen courted his 
alliance, obliged] him to reſign hisdaugh. 
ters to other families; the vivacity and 
curioſity of his ſons hurried them out of 
rural privacy into the open world, from 
whence they had not ſoon an inclination 
to return. This however he had always 
hoped; he pleaſed himſelf with the ſuc- 
ceſs of his ſchemes, and felt no incon- 
venience from ſolitude, till an apoplexy 
deprived him of his wife. 
Thraſybulus had now no companion; 


and the maladies of increaſing years har- 


ing taken from him much of the power 
of procuring amuſement fox himſel£, he 
thought it neceſſary to procure ſome in- 
ferior friend who might eaſe him of his 
economical folicitudes, and divert him 
by cheerful converſation. Al! theſe 
qualities he ſoon collected in Vater, 2 
clerk in one of the offices over which he 
had formerly preſided. Vafer was in- 


vited to viſit his old patrop, and being 


by his ſtation acquainted with the pre- 
ſent modes of life, and by conſtant prac- 
tice dextrous in buſineſs, entertained 
him with ſo many novelties, and fo 
readily diſentangled his affairs, that he 
was defired to reſign his clerkſhip, and 
accept a liberal falary in the houſe of 

Thraſybulus. | 
Vafer having always lived in a ſtate of 
dependence, was well verſed in the arts 
by which favour is obtained, and could 
without repugnance or heſitation accom- 
modate himſelf to every caprice, and 
echo every opinion. He never doubted 
but to be convinced, nor attempted op. 
poſition but to flatter Thraſybulus wi 
the pleaſures of a victory. By this prac- 
tice he found his way into his 1 
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heart, and having firſt made himſelf 
agreeable, ſoon became important. His 
ioſidious diligence, by which the lazineſs 
of age was gratified, engroſſed the ma- 
nagement of affairs; and his petty offices 
of civility, and occaſional interceſſions, 
perſuaded the tenants to conſider him as 
their friend and benefaQor, and to en- 
treat his enforcement of their repreſe ta- 
tions of hard years, and his countenance 
to petitions for abatement of rent. 

hraſy bulus had now banqueted on 


-flattery, till he could no longer bear the 


harſhneſs of remonſtrance, or the inſipi- 
dity of truth. All contrariety to his 


. own opinion ſhocked him like a violation 


of ſome natural right, and all recom- 
mendation of his affairs to his own in- 
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MITTE SUPERBA PATI FASTIDIA, SPEMQUE CADUCAM 
DESPICE; VIVE TIBI, NAM MORIERE TIBI. - 


BOW TO NO PATRON'S INSOLENCE; RELY | 
ON NO FRAIL HOPES, IN FREEDOM LIVE AND DIE. 


ONE of the cruelties exerciſed by 
wealth and power upon indigence 
and dependance is more miſchievous in 
it's conſequences, or more frequently 
practiſed with wanton negligence, than 
the encouragementof expectations which 
are never to be gratified, and the elation 
and depreſſion of the heart by needleſs 
viciſſitudes of hope and diſappointment. 
Every man 1s rich or poor, Eng 
to the proportion between his defires an 
enjoyments; any enlargement of wiſhes 
is therefore equally deſtructive to hap- 
pineſs with the diminution of poſſeſſion; 
and he that teaches another to long for 
what he never ſhall obtain, is no leſs an 


enemy to his quiet, than if he had robbed 


him of part of his patrimony. 

But repreſentations thus refined ex- 
hibit no adequate idea of the guilt of 
pretended friendſhip; of artifices by 
which followers are attracted only 10 
decorate the retinue of pomp, and {well 
the ſhout of popularity, and to be diſ- 
miſſed with contempt and ignominy, 
when their leader has ſucceeded or miſ- 
carried, when he is ſickx of ſhow, and 
weary of noiſe. While a man, infatu- . 


ated with. the promiſes of greatneſs, 
; Valtes his hours and days in attendance 
and ſolicitation, the honeſt opportuni- 
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ſpection was dreaded by him as a ſam+ 
mons to torture. His children were 
alarmed by the ſadden riches of Vafer, 
but their complaints were heard by their 
father with impatience, as the reſult of 
a conſpiracy againſt his quiet, and a de- 
ſign. to condemn him, for their own ad- 
vantage, to groan out his laſt hours in 
perplexity and drudgery, The daugh- 
ters retired with tears in their eyes, but 
the ſon continued his importunities till 
he found his inheritance hazarded by his 
obſtinacy, Vatertriumphed over all their 
efforts, and continuing to confirm him- 
ſeif in authority, at the death of his ma- 
ſter purchaſed an eſtate, and badedefiance 
to enquiry and juſtice. | 


SENECA» 


F. Lewt1s. f 


ties of improving his condition. paſs by 
without his notice; he neglects to cul- 
tivate his own barren ſoil, becauſe he 
expects every moment to ve placed in 
regions of ſpontaneous fertility; and is 
ſeldom rouſed from his delu ion, but by 
the gripe of diſtreſs which he cannot re- 
ſiſt, and the ſenſe of evils which cannot 
be remedied. | IT 
The puniſhment of Tantalus in the 
infernal regions affords a juſt image of 
hungry ſervility, flattered with the ap- 
proach of advantage, doomed to loſe it 
before it comes into his reach, always 
within a few days of felicity, and always 
ſinking back to his former wants, 
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3 he ar with thirſt, 
8 * ps Fg When- 
© ever he inclined his head to the ſtream, 
* forme deity commanded it to be dry, 
and the dark earth appeared at his feet. 
Around him lofty'trezs ſpread their 
© fruits to view; the peur, the pomegra- 
© nate, and the apple, the green olive, and 
© the luſcious fig, quivered before him, 
© which, — oÞ extended his hand 
to ſeize them, weve ſnatched by the 
« winds into clouds and obſcurity. 
This image of miſery was perhaps 
originally ſuggeſted to ſome poet by the 
conduct of his patron, by the daily con- 
templation of ſplendor which he never 
muſt partake, b fruitleſs attempts to 
catch at interdifted happineſs, and by 
the ſudden evaneſcence of his reward, 
when he thought his labours almoſt at 
an end. To groan with poverty, when 
all about him was ence, riot, and 
ſuperfluity, and to find the fayours which 
he had long been encouraged to hope, 
und had long endeavoured to deſerve, 
ſquandered at laſt on nameleſs ignorance, 
was to thirſt with-water flowing before 
him, and to ſee the fruits to which his 
hunger was haſtening, ſcattered by the 
wind. Nor can my correſpondent, what- 
ever he may have ſuffered, expreſs with 
more juſtnefs or force the vexatious of 


dependance, _ 
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122 of thoſe mortals who have 
been courted and envird as the fa- 
vourites of the great. Having often 
gained the prize of compoſition at the 
univerſity, I began to hope that I ſhould 
ohtain the ſame diſtinct ion in every other 
place, and determined to foi ſake the 


| . profeſſion to which I was deſtined by 


"my parents, and in which the intereſt of 
my family would have procured me a 
bats advantageous ſettlement. The 
priche of wit fluttered in my heart; and 
when 1 prepared to leave the college, 
-nothing entered pho jg wm my but ho- 


mours, careſſes, #ewards, riches 
without labour, and luxury withaut ex- 
pence. 


I however delayad my departure for 
a time, ta finiſh the perfarmance by 
which I was to draw the firit notice of 


mankind upon me. When it was com- 


pkered; I hurried to London, and conſi- 
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dered every moment that paſſed before 
it's publication as Joſt in a kind of neu- 
iral exiſtence, and cut off from the gold- 
en hours of happineſs and fame. The 

iece was at latt printed and difleminated 

a rapid ſale; 1 wandered from one 
> of concourſe to another, tcafted 
from morning to night on the repetition 
of my uwn praiſes, and enjoyed the va- 
rious conjectures of criticks, the mis. 
taken candour of my friends, and the 
impotent malice of my enemies. Some 
had read the manuſcript, and rectiſied 
it's inaccuracies; ethers had feen it in a 
fate fo imperfect, that they could not 
forbear to wonder at it's preſent excel- 
lencc; fome had converſed with the au- 
thor at the coffee-houle; and others gave 
hints that they had lent him money. 

I knew that no performance is fo fa- 
vourably read as that of a writer who 
ſupprefles his name, and therefore re- 
ſolved to remain concealed, till thoſe by 
whom literary reputation is eſtabliſhed 
had given their {uffrages too publickly 
to re:ract them. At length my book- 
ſeller informed me that Aurantius, the 
ſanding patron of merit, had ſent en- 
quiries after me, and invited me to his 
acquaintance. | 

Ihe time which TI, had long expected 
was now arrived, I went to Aurantius 
with a beating heart, for I looked upon 
Gur interview as the critical moment of 
my deſtiny. I was received with civi- 
lities, which my academick rudeneſs 
made me unable to repay; but when I 
had recovered from my confuſion, I pro- 
ſecuted the converſation with ſuch live- 
lineſs and propriety, that I confirmed my 
new friend in his eſteem of my abilities, 
and was diſmiſſed with the 'utmoſt ar- 
dour of profeſſioa, and raptures of fond- 
nels, 

I was ſoon ſummoned te dine with 
Aurantius, who had affembled the moſt 
judicious of his friends to pavtake of the 
entertainment, Again I exerted my 
powers of fentiment and expreſſion, and 
again found every æye ſparkling with de · 
light, and every tongue filent with at - 
tention, I now became familiar at the 
table of Aurantius, but could never, in 
bis moſt private ar jocund hours, obtain 
more from him than general declarations 
of eſteem, or endearments.of tenderneſs, 
which included no particular promiſe, 
and therefore conferred no dlaim. This 
— reſerve ſomewhat diſguſted me; 

when he complained of three days 
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abſence, T took care to inform him with 
how much amportunity of kindnets I had 
been derained by his rival Pollio. 

Aurantius now conſidered his honour 
as endangered by the deſertion of a wit; 
and left I ſhould have an inclination to 
wander, told me that I could never find 
a friend more conſtant or zealous than 
himſetf; that indeed he had made no 
promiſes, becauſe he hoped to ſurpriſe 
me with advancement, but had been 
flently promoting my intereſt, and ſhould 
continue his good offices, unleſs he 
ſound the kinanets ot others more de- 
fret. | 

If you, Mr. Rambler, have ever ven- 
tured your philoſophy within the at- 
traction of greatneſs, you know the force 
of ſuch language introduced with a ſmile 
of gracious tenderneſs, and impreſſed at 
the concluſion with an air of ſolemn ſin- 
cerity. From that inſtant I gave myſelf 
up wholly to Aurantius; and as he im- 
mediately refumed his former gaiety, ex- 
pected every morning a ſummons to 
jome employment of dignity and profit. 
Que month ſucceeded another, and in 
defiance of appearances I till fancied 
myſelf nearer to my wiſhes, and conti- 
nued to dream of ſucceſs, and wake to 
diſappointment. At laſt the failure of 
my little fortune compelled me to abate 
the finery which TI hitherto thought ne- 
ceſſary to the company with whom Jaſ- 
ſoclated, and the rank to which I ſhould 
be raiſed; Aurantius, from the moment 
in which he diſcovered my poverty, con 
ſidered me as fully in his power, and 
afterwards rather permitted my atten4- 
ance than invited it; thought himſelf at 
liberty: to refuſe my viſits whenever he 
kad other amuſements within reach, and 
often ſuffered me to wait, without pre- 
tending any neceffary bnſineſs. When 
T was admitted to His table, if any man 
of rank equal to his own was preſent, 
te took occaſion to mention my writings, 


* 
and commend my ingenuity, by which 
he intended to apologize for the confu- 
hon of diltin&tions, arid the improper 
aſſortment of his company; and often 
called upon me to entertain his friends 
with my productions, as a ſportfman de- 
lights-the ſquires of Wis neighborrhoot 
with the curvets of his horſe, or tlie obe · 
dience of his ſpaniels. 

To complete my mortification; it was 


his practice to impoſe taſks upon me, by 


requiring me to write upon ſuch ſubſects 
as he thought ſuſeeptible of ornament 
and illuſtration. With theſe extorted 
performances he was little ſatisfied; be- 
cauſe he rarely found in them the ideas 
which his own imagination had ſuggeſt- 
ed, and which he therefore thought more 
natural than mine. 

When the pale of ceremony is broken,, 
rudeneſs and infult ſoon enter the breach, 
He now found that he might ſafely ha- 
raſs me with vexation, that he had fixed 
the ſhackies of patronage upon me, and 
that I could neither reſiſt him nor eſcape. 
At laſt, in the eiglithł 5ear of my ſervi- 
tude, when the clamour of creditors was 
veh ment, and my ueceſſity known ta 
be extreme, he offered me a ſmall office; 
but hinted his expeCtation that I ſhould! 
marry a young woman with whom' he 
had been acquainted. ; 

I was not fo far depreſſed by my ca- 
lamities as to comply with his propoſal; 
but knowing that complaints and ex- 
Me would but gratify his inſo- 

nce, I turned away with that contempt 
with which I ſhall' never want ſpirit to 
treat the wretcl! who can ontgo the guilt 
of a robber without the temptation of 
his profit, and who lures the credulous 
and thoughtleſs to maintain the ſhow of 
his levee, and the mirth of his table, at 
the expence of honaur, happineſs, and 


life. 
* LiBERALIS. 
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GAURUS PRETENDS TO-CATO'S FAMEj 
AND FROVE Sw —Y CATOS VICE, HIS CLAIM» 


ISPINETIOWN is ſo pleaſing 

to che pride of man, — 4 7 
parrot thi pat and plenfure. of life uri 

the gratification or diſappointment 


of an inceſſamt wiſh for ſuperiority, from 
the ſucceſd or miſcarriage of ſecret com- 
petitions; frot victories and defęats, of 
which, though they appear to us of great 

1A importance: 


37 
importance, in reality none are conſcious 
except ourſelves. . 
Proportionate to the prevalence of this 
love of praiſc is the variety of 8 
Which it's attainment is attempted. 
Every man, however hopeleſs his pre · 
tenſions may appear to all but himſelf, 
has ſome project by which he hopes to 
riſe to reputation; ſome art by Which he 
imag ines that the notice of the world will 
be attracted; ſome quality. good or bad, 
which diſc: iminates him from the com- 
mon herd of mortals, and by which 
others may be uaded to love, or 
compelled to fear him. The aſcents of 
honour, however ſteep, never appear in- 
acceſſible; he that deſpairs to ſcale the 
ecipices by which valour and lcarning 
— conducted their favourites, diſco- 
vers ſome by- path, or eaſier acchvity, 
which, though it cannot bring him to 
the ſummit, will yet enable him to over- 
look thoſe with whom he is now contend- 
ing for eminence; and we ſeldom require 
more to the happineſs of the preſent hour, 
than to ſurpaſs him that ſtands next be- 
ICT f human kind 
s the greater of human kin 
ſpeak and 28 3 imitation, moſt 
- of thoſe who aſpire to honour and ap- 
plauſe propoſe to theraſelves ſome ex- 
ample which lerves as the model of their 
conduct, and the limit of their hopes. 
Almoſt every man, if cloſely examined, 
will be found to have enliſted himſelf 
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which thoſe from whom they are bor. 
rowed were ſecretly aſhamed. 

No man riſes to ſuch a height as to he- 
come conſpicuous, but he is on os lide 


- cenſured by undiſcerning malice, which 


— 


under {ome leader whom he expects to 


conduct him to renown; to have ſome 
hero or other, living or dead, in his 
view, whoſe character he endeavours to 
aſſume, and whole performances he la- 
bours to equal. 


When the original is well choſen and 


Judiciouſly copied, the imitator often ar- 
rives at excellence, which he could ne- 
ver have attained without direction; for 
few are formed with abilities to diſcover 
new poſhbilities of excellence, and to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by means never 
tried before. . 
But folly and idleneſs often contrive 
to gratify pride at a cheaper rate: not 
the qualities which are moſt illuſtrious, 
but thoſe which are of eaſieſt attainment, 
are ſelected for imitation; and the honours 
and rewards which, publick .gratitude 
has paid to the benefactors of mankind, 
are expected by wretches who can only 
wmitate them in their vices and defects, 
or adopt ſome petty ſingularities, of 


reproaches him for his belt actions, and 
ſlanders his apparent and incontetlable 
excellencies; and idolized on the other by 
ignorant admiration, which exalis his 
taults and follies into virtues. It may 
be obſerved, that he by whoſe intimacy 
h.s acquaintances imagine themſclves 
dipnrificd, generally ditfutcs among them 
his mien and his habits; and indeed 


without more vigilance than is generally 


applied to the regulation of the minu er 
parts of behaviour, it is not caſy, wuen 
we converie much with one whole gene- 
ral character excites our vener tion, to 
elcape all .contagion of his peculiarities, 
even when we do not deliberately think 
them worthy of our votice, and when 
they would have excited laughter or diſ- 
guit had they nut been * e. by their 
alliance to nobler qualities, and acci- 
dentally conſorted ' with knowledge or 
with virtue. 
The faults of a man loved or honovr- 
ed, ſometimes ſteal ſecretly and imper- 
ceptibly upon the wiſe and virtuous, but 
by mjudicious fondneſs or thoughtle!s 
vanity are adopted witi deſign. Thee 
is ſcarce any tailing of mind or body, 
any error of opinion, or depraviiy of 
practice, which, inſtead of producing 
ſhame and diſcontent, it's natural 4 
fects, has not at one time or other glad. 
dened vanity with the hopes of praiſe. 
and been diſplayed with oſtentatious in- 
duſtry by thoſe who fought kindied 
minds among the wits or heroes, and 
could prove their relation only by ſimili- 
tude of deſormity. | 
In conſequence of this perverſe am- 
bition, every habit which reaſon con- 
demns may be induiged and avowed, 
When a man is upbraided with his 
faults, he may indeed be pardoaed if he 
endeavours to run for Kelter to ſome 
celebrated name; but it is not to be ſuf- 
fered that, from the retreats to which he 
fled from infamy, he ſhould iſſue again 
with the confidence of conqueſts, and 
call upon mankind for praiſe. Yet we 
ſee men that waſte their patrimony in 
luxury, deſtroy their health with de- 
bauchery, and enervate their minds with 


idleneſs, becauſe there have been ſome 


whom luxury never could ink iuto con- 
i tempt, 
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tempt, nor idleneſs hinder from the praiſe 
of genius. nn | 
This general inclination of mankind 
to copy characters in the groſs, and the 
force which the recommen:iation of il- 
Juſtrious examples adds to the allure- 
ments of vice, ought to be conſidered 
by all whoſe character excludes them 
from the ſhades of ſecrecy, as incite- 
ments to ſerupvlous caution and univer- 
al purity of manners. No man, how- 
ever enllaved to his appetites, or hurried 
by his paſſions, can, while he preſerves 
his intelletts unimpaired, pleaſe himſelt 
wit, promoting the corruption of 0:ners, 
| He whoſe mer has enlarged his 1nflu- 
| ence, would ſurely with to exert it for 
the benefit of mankind. Yet ſuch will 
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ö he the effect of his reputztion, while he rence, unleſs it's turpitude be laid open, 
p ſuffers himſelf to indulge any favourite and the eye ſecured from the deception - 
q fault, that they who. have no hope to of ſurrounding ſplendour. | 
L 
; Ne CLXV. TUESDAY, OCTOBER rs, 1751. 
F Hy veog, a Ting; Viv ynpoy, AST I, Blas 
N paiveg tn MAyrwy 9.nT9% EY APE, 
r "Oc Tort u gr a Tue jv, emer” dv HN. 
x NV N aner gde D) H“ r Fx aw, . 
£ ANTIPHILUS 
g YOUNG WAS I ONCE AND POOR, NOW RICH AND OLD; 
| A HARDER CASE THAN MINE WAS NEVER TOLD; 
1 BLEST WITH THE POW'R TO USE THEM—1 HAD NONE N 
LOADED WITH RICHES NOW, THE roW'IA 15 GONE. 

> F. Lewrs. 
| TO THE RAMBLER intrudes uncalled, and brings only fear 
* en, and ſorrow in her train, the paſſes of the 
j- HE writers who have undertaken intelle& are barred agaimift her by pre- 
d 4 the unpromiſing taſk of moderat- judice and paſſion; if ſhe ſometimes 
d ng deſire, exert all the power of their forces her way by the batteries of argu- 
- doquence to ſnew that happineſs is not ment, ſhe ſeldom long keeps poſſeſſion 

he lot of man, and have by many argu- of her conqueſts, but is ge ded by ſome 
- tents and examples proved the nſtabi- favoured enemy, or at beſt obtains only 
- ity of every condition by which envy or a nominal ſovereignty, without influence 
1. dition are excited. They have ſet and without authority. 
is tefore our eyes all the calamities to which That life is ſnort we are all convinced, 
ie e ne expoſed from the frailty of nature, and yet ſuffer not that conviction to re- 
* ke influence of accident, or the ſtrata- preſs our projects or limit our expecta - 
f- ens of malice; they have terrified great- tions; that life is miſerable we all feel, 
e els with conſpiracies, and riches with and yet we believe that the time is near 
in Uxieties, wit with criticiſm, and beauty when we ſhall feel it no longer. But to 
id mh diſeaſe. hope happineſs and immortality is equal. 
ve All the force of reaſon, and all the ly vain, Our ſtate may indeed be more 
in s of language, are indeed neceſ- or leſs imbittered, as our duration may 
e- a7 to ſupport poſitions which eyery be more or leſs contracted; yet the ut- 
th Kan hears with a wiſh to confute them. moſt felicity which we can ever attain wil 
ne Truth finds an eaſy entrance into the be little better than alleviation of miſery, 
n- aud when ſhe is introduced by deſire, and we ſhall always feel more pain from 
ty Wl attended by pleaſure; but when ſhe” 
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reach his excellence will catch at his 
failings, and his virtues will be cited to 
juſtify the copiers of his vices. ; 
It is particularly the duty of thoſe - 
who conſign illuſtrious names to poſte- 
rity, to take caie leſt their readers be miſe 
led by ambiguous examples. That 
writer may be juſtly condemned as an 
enemy to goodneſs, who ſuffers fond- - 
neſs cr intereſt to confound right with * - 
wrong, or to ſhelter the faults which 
even the wiſeſt and the beſt have com- 
mitted from that ignominy which guilt 
ought elways to ſuffer, and with which 
it ſhould be more deeply ſtigmatized 
when dignified by it's neighbourhood to 
uncommon worth, ſince we ſhall be in 
danger of beholding it without abhor- 


our wants than pleaſure from our enjoy- 
ments 


* 
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ments. The incident which I am go- 
ing to relate will ſhew, that to deſtroy 
the effect of all our ſucceſs, it is not ne- 
ceſſary that any ſingle calamity ſhould 
fall upon us, that we ſhoul;l be harat- 
fed by implacable perſecution, or excru- 


ciated by wremediable om the bright- 


eſt hours of proſperity have their clouds, 
and the ftream of life, if it is not rutfled 
by obſtructions, will grow putrid by itag- 


nation. 


My father reſolving not to imitate the 
folly of his anceſtors, who had hitherto 
left the younger fons encumbrances on 
the eldeſt, deſtined me to a lucrative pro- 
feſſion; and I being careful to loſe no 
opportunity of improvement, was, at the 
uſual time in which young men enter the 
world, well qualified for the excrciſe of 
the buſineſs which I had choſen. 

My eagernels to diitinguiſh n in 
publick, and my impatience of the nar- 
row ſcheme of life to which my indi- 
gence confined me, did noi ſuffer me to 
continue long in the town where I was 
born. I went away as from a place of 
confhnement, with a reſolution to return 
no more, till I ſhould be able to dazzle 
with my ſplendor thoſe who now looked 

n me with contempt, to reward thoſe 
who had paid honours to my dawnin 
merit, and to ſhew all who had ſaffered 
me to glide by them unknown and neg. 
lected, how much they mitiook their 
intereſt in omitting to propitiate a genius 
like mine. & 

Such were my intentions when I ſal- 
lied forth into the unknown world; in 
queſt of riches and honours, which I ex- 

ed to procure in a very ſhort time; 

or what could withhold them from in- 
duſtry and knowledge? He that indulges 
hope will always be diſappointed. Repu- 
tation I very ſoon obtained; but as merit 
1 much more cheaply acknowledged 
than rewarded, I did not find myſelf yet 
enriched in proportion-to my celebrity. 
I lad however in time ſurmounted the 
obſtacles by which envy and competition 
obſtruct the firſt attempts of a new claim- 
ant, and faw my opponents and cen- 
ſurers tacitly conteffing their deſpair of 
ſueceſs, by conrting' my friendſhip and 
yielding to my influence. They wha 
once purſued me, were now ſatisfied to 
efcape from me; and they who had be- 
fore thought me preſumptuous in hoping 
to 228 them, had now their utmott' 
wiſh, if they were permitted at no great 
diſtance quietly to — e 
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At length Þ determined to forget ſom 
- themſelves by ſpme- indubitable 10k 


My wants were not madly multiplied 
as my acquiſmions increaſed; and the 
time cane at length, when 1 thought 
mytfelt enabled to gratify all reaſonah), 
deſi res, and when, therefore, I reſolved 
to enjoy that plenty and ſerenity which! 
had been hitherto libouring to procure, 
to enjoy them while I was yet neither 
cruſhed by age into infirmity, nor 0 
habituated to a particular manner of lite 
as to be unqualificd tor new ſtudies or 
entertaiuments. 

[ now quitted my profeſſion, and to 
ſet mylelt at once tree trom all impor. 
tumties to reſume it, changed my ref. 
dence, and devoted the remaining part 
of my time to quiet and amulement, 
Amidſt innumerable projects of pleature 
which reſtleſs idleneſs incited me to 
form, and of which moſt, when they 
came to-the moment of execution, were 
rejected tor others of no longer continu- 
ance, ſome accydent revived in my ima» 
ginzuon the pleaſing ideas of my native 
place. It was now in my power to vilit 
thoſe from whom I had been ſo long ab- 
lent, in ſuch a manner as was conliftent 
with my former reſolution, and I wonder- 
ed how it could happen that I had io long 
delayed my own happineſs. 

Full of the admiration which I ſhould 
excite, and the homage which I ſhould 
receive, I dreſſed my tervan:s in a more 
oſtentatious livery, purchaſed a magni- 


ficent chariot, and reſolved to dazzle the 


inhabitanis of the little town with an un- 
expected blaze of greatneſs. 

While the preparations that vanity 
required were made for my departure, 
which, as workmen will not caſily be 
hurried beyond their ordinary rate, I 
thought very tedious, I folaced my im- 
patience with imaging: the various cen- 
lures that my appearance would produce, 
the hopes which ſome would feel from 
my bounty, the terror which my power 
would ſtrike on others; the awkwarl 
reſpe& with which I ſhould be accoſted 
by timorous officiouſnels ; and the dil 
tant reverence with which others; le 
familiar to ſplendour and dignity, would 
be contented. to upon me. I 
liberated a long time, whether I ſſiould 
immediately deicend to a level with m 
former acquaintances, or make my con 
deſcenſion more gratrful by a gent 
tranſition from haughtineſs and reſerve. 
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and to receive the congratulations of 
gthers upon my good fortune with in- 
difference, to that I always ex- 

4 what I had now obtained, The 
acclamations of the populace 1 
reward with fix hogſheads of ale, and 


1 roaſted ox, and then recommend to 


them to return to their work. 


At laſt all the trappings of grandeur 
were fitted, and I began the journey of 
triumph, which I could have wiſhed to 
have ended in the 'fame moment; but 
my horſes felt none of their maſter's ar- 
dour, and I was ſhaken four days upon 
mgged roads. I then entered the town, 
and having graciouſly let fall the glaſſes, 
that my perſon might be ſeen, paſſed 
lowly through the ſtrect. The noiſe 
of the wheels brought the inhabitants 
tn their doors, but J could not perceive 
that I was known by them. At laſt I 
alighted, and my name, I ſuppoſe, was 
told by my ſervants, for the barber 
lept from the oppulite houſe, and ſeized 
me by the hand with honeſt joy in his 
countenance, which, according to the 
rule that I had preſcribed to myſelf, 1 
repreſſed with a frigid graciouſneſs. The 
how, inſtead of ſinking into dejection, 
turned away with contempt, and left me 
to conſider how the ſecond ſalutation 
ſhould be received. The next friend 
was better treated, for I ſoon found 
tht I muſt purchaſe by civility that 
regard which I had expected to enforce 
by inſolence. 

There was yet no ſmoke of bonfres, 
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no harmony of bells, no ſhout of crowds, 
nor riot of joy; the buſineſs of the day 
went forward as before, and after hav- 
ing ordered a ſplendid ſupper, which no 
man came to partake, and which my 
chagrin hindered me from taſting, I 
went to bed, where the vexation of dif- 
appointment overpowered the fatigue of 
my journey, and kept me from fleep. 

I roſe ſo much humbled by thoſe 
mortifications, as to inquire after the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the town, and found that T 
had been abſent too long to obtain the 
triumph which had flattered my expec- 
tation, Of the friends whoſe compli- 
ments I expected, fome had long ago 
moved to d. ſtant provinces, ſome had loſt 
in the maladies of age all ſenſe of another's 
proſperity, and ſome had forgotten our 
former intimacy amidſt care and diſ- 
treſſes. Of three whom I had reſolved 
to puniſh for their former offences by a 
longer continuance of neglect, one was, 
by his own induſtry, raiſed above my 
fcorn, and two were ſheltered from it in 
the grave. All thoſe whom I loved, 
feared or hated, all whoſe envy or whoſe 
kincineſs I had hopes of contemplatin 
with pleaſure, were ſwept away, — 
their place was filled by a new genera- 
tion with other views and other compe- 
titions; and among many proofs of the 
impotence of wealth, I found that it con- 
ferred upon me very few diſtinftious in 
my native place. 

I am, Sir, &c. 
SEROTINUS. 
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PAUPER ERIS SEMPER, ST PAUPER ES, ZMILIANE, 
DANTUR OPES NULLIS NUNC NISI DIVITIBUS. 
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ONCE POOR, MY 'FKIEND, STILL POOR YOU MUST KEMAIN; 
THE RICH ALONE HAVE ALL THE MEANS OF GAIN. 


Ne complaint has been more fre- 
quently repeated in all ages than 
dat af the neglect of merit aſſociated 
with poverty, and the difficulty with 
mich valuable or pleaſing qualities force 
ſelves into view, when they are ob- 
ſired by indigence. It has been lo 
Werved, that native beauty has little 
Power to charm without the ornaments 
which fortune beſtows, and that. to 
rant the favour of others is often ſuf- 
hinder us from obtaining it, 


Epw. Cave. 


Every day diſcovers that mankind 


are not yet convinced of their error, or 
that their conviction is without 
to influence their conduct; for poverty 


power 


ſtill continues to produce contempt, and 
ſtill obſtructs the claims of kindred and 
of virtue. The eye of wealth is elevat- 


ed towards higher ſtations, and ſeldom 


deſcends to examine the actions of thoſe 
who are placed below the level of it's 
notice, and who in diſtant regions and 
lower ſituations are ſtruggling with diſ- 

tre ls, 
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molutudes overwhelmed with in 

rable calamity, it is common to find 
thoſe whom a very little aſſiſtance woyld 
enable to ſupport themſelves with de- 


cency, and who yet cannot obtain from 


near relations What they ſee hourly la- 


| viſhed in oſtentation, luxury, or frolick. 
There are natural reaſons why poverty 


does not eaſily conciliate affection. He 
that has been confined from his infancy 
to the converſation of the loweſt claſſes 
of mankind, muſt neceſſarily want thoſe 


"accompliſhments which are the uſual 


means of attrating tavour; and though 
truth, fortitude, and probity, give an 
indiſputable right to reverence and kind- 
neſs, they will not be diſtinguiſhed by 
common eyes, unleſs they are brighten- 
ed by elegance of manners, but are 
caſt aſide like unpoliſhed gems, of which 
none but the artiſt knows the intrinſfick 
value, till their aſperities are ſmoothed 
and their incruftations rubbed away. 
The groſſneſs of vulgar habits ob- 
ſtructs the efficacy of virtue, as impu- 
rity and . — of ſtyle impairs the 
force of reaſon, and rugged numbers 
turn off the mind from artifice of dif. 
323 and fertility of invention. Few 
ve ſtrength of reaſon to over rule the 
rceptions of lenſe; and yet fewer 
— curioſity or benevolence to ſtruggle 
long . the firſt impreſſion: he 
therefore who fails to pleaſe in his ſalu- 
tation and addreſs, is at once rejected, 
and never obtains an opportunity of 
ſhowing his latent excellencics, or eſ- 


ſential qualities. 


It is indeed not eaſy to preſcribe a 
ſucceſsful manner of approach to the 
diſtreſſed or neceſſitous, Thoſe condition 
ſubjects every kind of behaviour equally 
to miſcarriage. He whoſe confidence 
of merit incites him to meet without 
any apparent ſenſe of inferiority the 
eyes of thoſe who flattered themſelves 
with their own dignity, is conſidered as 
an inſolent leveller, impatient of the 
juſt prerogatives of nk and wealth, 
eager to uſurp the ſtatin to which he 


has no right, and to con“ the ſub- 


ordinations of ſociety; a | who would 
contributeto the exaltation of that ſpirit 
which even want and calamity are. not 


able to reſtrain from rudeneſs and re- 


bellion? 


But no better ſucceſs will commonly 
de found to attend ſervility and dejec- 
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treſs, or'toiling for bread. Among the 
upe- 


tion, which often give pride the cong. 
dence to treat them with contempt, 4 
requeſt made with diffidence and t:midity 
is my denied, becauſe the petitioner 
himſelf ſeems to doubt it's fitneſs, 

Kindneſs is generally reciprocal; ws 
are deſirous of pleaſing others, becauſe 
we receive pleaſure from them; but þ 
what means can the man pleaſe whoſe 
attention is engroſſed by his diſtreſſes 
and who has no leiſure to be officioug, 
whoſe will is reſtrained by his neceſſitics, 
and who has no power to confer benefits: 
whole temper is perhaps vitiated hy mi: 
ſery, and whoſe 1 is imped. 
ed by ignorance? _ 

It is yet a more offenſive diſcourage. 
ment, that the ſame actions performed 
by different hands produce different ef. 
fects, and inſtead of rating the man 


by his performances, we rate too fre- 


quently the performance by the man, 
It ſometimes happens in the combina- 
tions of life, that important ſervices are 
performed by inferiors; but though their 
zeal and activity may be paid by pecu- 
niary rewards, they ſeldom excite that 
flow of gratitude, or obtain that accu- 
mulation of recompence, with which 
all think it their duty to acknowledge 
the favour of thoſe who deſcend to their 
aſſiſtance from a higher elevation. To 


be obliged, is to be in ſome reſpect in- 


ferior to another; and few willingly in- 
dulge the memory of an action which 
raiſes one whom they have always been 
accuſtomed to think below them, but 
ſatisfy themſelves with faint praiſe and 
penurious payment, and then drive it 
trom their own minds, and endeavour 
to conceal it from the knowledge of 
others. 

It may be always obje&ed to the ſer- 
vices of thoſe who can be ſuppoled to 
want a reward, that they were produced 
not by kindneſs but intereſt; they are 
therefore, when they are no longer want- 
ed, eaſily diſregarded as arts of inſinu- 
ation, or ſtratagems of ſelfiſhneſs. Be- 
nefits which are received as gifts from 
wealth, are exacted as debts from indt- 
gence; and he that in a high ſtation is ce. 
lebrated for ſuperfluous goodneſs, would 
in a meaner condition have barely been 
confeſſed to have done his duty. 

It is ſcarcely poſſible for the utmoſ 
benevolence to oblige, when exerted un- 
der the diſadvantages of great infer- 
ority ; for by the habitual arrogance o 
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wealth, ſuch expectations are commonly 
formed as no'zeal or induttry can ſatisfy; 
and what regard can he hope who has 
done leſs than was demanded from him? 

There are in ſeed kindneſſes conferred 
which were never purchaſed by prece- 
dent favours, and there is an affection 
not ariſing from gratitude or groſs in- 
tereſt, by which ſimilar natures are at- 
tracted to each other, without proſpect 
of any other advantage than the — 
ſure of exchanging ſentiments, and the 
hope of confirming their eſteem of them- 
ſelves by the approbation of each other. 
But this ſpontaneous fondneſs ſeldom 
riſes at the ſight of poverty, which every 
one regards with habitual contempt, and 
of which the applauſe is no more court- 
ed by vanity, than the countenance is 
ſolicited by ambition. The moſt gene- 
rous and diſintereſted friendſhip mutt be 
reſolved at laſt into the love of our- 
ſelves; he therefore whoſe reputation or 
dignity inclines us to conſider his eſteem 
as a teſtimonial of deſert, will always 
find our hearts open to his endearments. 
We every day fee men of eminence fol- 
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lowed with. all the obſequĩiouſneſs of 
dependance, and courted with all the 
blandiſhtnents of flattery, by thoſe who 
want nothing from them but profeſſions 
of regard, and who think theniſelves li- 
berally rewarded by a bow, a ſinile, or 
an embrace. 

But thoſe ' prejudices which every 
mind feels more or leſs in favour of 
riches, ought, like other opinions which 
only cuſtom and example have impreſſed 
upon us, to be in time ſubjected to rea- 
fon. We muſt learn how to ſeparate the 
real character from extraneous adheſions 
and caſual circumſtances, to confider 
cloſely him whom we are about to adopt 
or to reject; to regard his inclinations 
as well as his actions; to ti ace out thoſe 
virtues which lie torpid in the heart for 
want of opportunity, and thoſe vices 
that lurk unſeen by the abſence of temp- 
tation; that when we find worth faintly 
ſhooting in the ſhades of obſcurity, we 
may let in light and ſunſhine upon it, 
and ripen barren volition into effleacy 
and power; 
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CANDIDA PERPETVUO RESIDE CONCORDIA LECT O, 
TAMQUE PARI SEMPER $1T VENUS AQUA JUGO:« 

DILIGAT IPSA SENEM QUONDAM, SED ET IPSA 'MARITO 
TUM QUOQUE CUM FUERIT, NON VIDEATUR ANUS. 


Mag r. 


THEIR NUPTIAL RED MAY SMILING CONCORD DRESS, 
AND VENUS STILL THE HAPPY UNION BLESS! | 
WRINKLED WITH AGE, MAY MUTUAL LOVE AND TRUTH 
TO THEIR DIM EYES RECALL THE BLOOM OF YOUTH. 


| TO THE RAMBLER. 
SIR, | 

T is not common to envy thoſe with 

whom we cannot eaſily be placed in 
Compariſon. Every man fees without 
malevolence the progreſs of another in 
the tracks of e which he has himſelf 
no deſire to tread, and hears, without in- 
clination to tavils or contradiction, the 
tenown'of thoſe whoſe diſtance will not 
ſuffer them to draw the attention of man- 
kind from his own merit. The ſailor 
never thinks it neceſſary to conteſt the 
liwyer's abilities; nor would the Ram- 
bler, However jealous of his reputation, 
be much diſturbed by the ſuccels of rival 
wits at Agra or Iſpahan. 

We do not therefore aſcribe to you 


F. Lewis, 

any . degree of virtue, when 
we believe that we may inform you of 
our change of condition witliout danger 
of malignant faſcination; and that when 
you read of the marriage of your cor- 
reſpondents Hymenzus and Tranquilla, 
you will join your wiſhes to thoſe of 
theit otlier friends for the happy event 
of an union in which caprice and ſelfiſh < 
ne ad ſolfttle part, 

- lauef@%at leaft this reaſon why we 
ſhoiil#ÞþShſeſs deceived in our connubial 
hopes than many who enter into the 
ſame ſtate, that we have allowed our 
minds to form no unteaſonable expecta- 
tions, not vitiated our fancies, in the 
ſoft hours of courtſhip, with viſions of 
felicity which human power cannot be- 
ftow, or of perfection which human vir- 
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tue cannot attain, That impartiality 
with which we endeavoured to inſpect 
the manners of all whom we have known 
was never ſo much overpowered by our 
paſſion, but that we diſcovered ſome 
faults and weakneſſes in each other; and 
joined our hands in conviction, that as 
there are advantages to be enjoyed in mar- 
riage, there are inconveniencies likewiſe 
to be endured; and that, together with 
confederate intellects and auxiliar vir- 
tues, we muſt find different opinions and 
oppoſite inclinations, 

We however flatter ourſclves, for 
who is not flattered by himſelf as well 
as by others on the day of marriage, 
that we are eminently qualified to give 
mutual pleaſure. Our birth is without 
any ſuch remarkble diſparity as can give 
either an opportunity of inſulting the 
other with pompous names and ſplendid 
alliances, or of calling in, upon any 
domeſtick controverſy, the overbearing 
aſſiſtance of powerful relations. Our 
fortune was equally ſuitable, ſo that we 
meet without any of thoſe obligations 
which always produce reproach, or ſu- 
ſpicion of reproach, which, though they 


may be forgotten in the gaieties of the 


firſt month, no delicacy will always 
ſupprefs, or of which the ſuppreſſion 
mult be conſidered as a new favour, to 
be repaid by tameneſs and ſubmiſſion, 
till gratitude takes the place of love, 
and the deſire of pleaſing degenerates by 
degrees into the — of offending. 

The ſettlements cauſed no delay; for 
we did not truſt our affairs to the nego- 
ciation of wretches who would have 
paid their court by multiplying ſtipula- 
tions. Tranquilla ſcorned to detain 
any part of her fortune from him into 


. whoſe hands ſhe delivered up her perſon; 


and Hymenzus thought no act of baſe- 
neſs more criminal than his who enſlaves 
his wife by her own generoſity, who by 
marrying without a jointure condemns 


her to all the dangers of accident and 


caprice, and at laſt boaſts his liberality, 
by granting what only the indiſcretion 
of her kindneſs enabled him to with- 
hold. He therefore received on the 
common terms the portion which any 
other woman might Fave brought him, 


and reſerved all the exuberance of ac- 
knowledgment for thoſe excellencies 


which he has yet been able to diſcover 


only in Tranquilla. - 


We did not paſs the weeks of court- 
ſhip like thoſe who conſider themſelves 


as taking the laſt drayght of pleaſure, 
and reſolve not to quit the bowl with. 
out a ſurfeit, or who know themſelves 
about to ſet happineſs to hazard, and en. 
deavour to Joſe their ſenſe of danger in 
the ebriety of perpetual amuſement, and 
whirl round the gulph before they ſink. 
Hymenzus often repeated a medical 2x. 
iom, that the ſuccours of fickneſs ought 
not to be waſted in health. We know 
that however our eyes may yet ſparkle, 
and our hearts bound at the preſence of 
each other, the time of liitlefneſs and 
ſatiety, of peeviſhneſs and diſcontent, 
muſt come at laſt, in which we ſhall be 
driven for relief to ſhows and recre- 
ations; that the uniformity of life mult 
be ſometimes diverſified, and the vacu- 
ities of converſation ſometimes ſupplied, 
Werrejoice in the reflection that we have 
ſtores of novelty yet unexhauſted, which 
may be opened when repletion ſhall call 
for change, and gratifications yet un- 
taſted, by which life, when it ſhall be- 
come vapid or bitter, may be reſtored to 
it's former ſweetneſs and (prightlineſs, 
and again irritate the appetite, and again 
ſparkle in the cup. 

Our time will probably be leſs taſte- 
leſs than that of thoſe whom the autho- 
rity and avarice of parents unites al- 
molt without their conſent in their early 
years, before they have accumulated 
any fund ol reflection, or collected mate- 
rials for mutual entertainment. Such 
we have often ſeen riſing in the morning 
to cards, and retiring in the afternoon 
to doſe, whoſe happineſs was celebrated 
by their neighbours, becauſe they hap- 
pened to grow rich by parſimony, and to 
be kept quiet by inſenſibility, and agrecd 
to eat and to ficep together, 

We have both mingled with the world, 
and are therefore no ſtrangers to the 
faults and virtues, the deſigns and com- 
petitions, the hopes and fears, of our co- 
temporaries. We have both amuled 
our leiſure with books, and can there- 
fore recount the events of former timcs, 


or cite the dictates of ancient wiſdom. » 


Every occurrence furniſhes us with ſome 
hint which one or the other can improve; 
and if it ſhould happen that memory or 


imagination fail us, we can retire to no 


idle or unimproving ſolitude. 

Though our characters, beheld at 3 
diſtance, exhibit this general reſem- 
blance, yet a nearer inſpection diſcovers 
ſuch a diſſimilitude of our habitudes 


and ſentiments, as leaves each ſome pe- 
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culiar advantages, and affords that con- 
cordia diſcors, that ſuitable diſagree- 
ment which is always neceſſary to intel- 


lectual harmony. There may be a to- 


tal diverſity of ideas which admits no 
participation of the ſame delight, and 
there may like wiſe be ſuch a conformity 
of notions, as leaves neither any thing 
to add to the decifions of the other. 
With ſuch contrariety there can be no 
peace, with ſuch ſimilarity there can 
be no pleaſure. Our reaſonings, though 
often formed upon different views, ter- 
minate generally in the ſame concluſion, 
Our thoughts, like rivulets iſſuing from 
diſtant ſprings, are each impregnated in 
it's courſe with various mixtures, and 
tinged by infuſions unknown to the 
other, yet at laſt eaſily unite into one 
ſtream, and purify themſelves by the gen- 
tle efferveſcence of contrary qualities. 
Theſe benefits we receive in a greater 
degree as we conyerlſe without reſerve, 
becauſe we have nothing to conceal. 
We have no debts to be paid by itnper- 
ceptible deductions from avowed ex- 


pences, no habits to be indulged by the 


private ſubſerviency of a favoured ſervant, 
no private interviews of needy relations, 
no. intelligence with ſpies placed upon 
each other. We conſidered marriage as 
the moſt ſolemn league of perpetual 
friendſhip, a ſtate from which artifice 
and concealment are to be baniſhed for 
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ever, and in which every a& of diſſimu- 
lation is a breach of faith. 

Theimpetuous vivacity of youth, and 
that ardor of defire, which the firſt ſight 
of pleaſure naturally produces, have 
long ceaſed to hurry us into irregularity 
and vehemencez and experience has 
ſhewn us that fev/ gratifications are too 
valuable to be ſacrificed to complaiſance. 
We have thought it convenient to reſt 
from the fatigue of pleaſure, and now 
only continue that courſe of life into 
which we had beforc entered, confirmed 
in our choice by mutual approbation, 
ſupported in our reſolution by mutual 
encouragement, and aſſiſted in our ef- 
forts by mutual exhortation. 

Such, Mr. Rambler, is our proſpe& 
of life; a proſpe&t which, as it is be- 
held with more attention, ſeems to open 
more extenſive happineſs, and ſpreads 
by degrees into the boundleſs regions of 
eternity. But if all our prudence has 
been vain, and we are doomed to give 
one inſtance more of the uncertainty of 
human diſcernment, we ſhall comfort 
ourſelves amidſt our diſappointments, 
that we were not betraved but by ſuch 
deluſions as caution could not eſcape, 
ſince we ſought happineſs only in the 
arms of virtue. We are, Sir, your hum« 
ble ſervants, 

HYMENZUS, 
 TRANQUILLA, 
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—DECIPIT 


FRONS PRIMA MUL TOS, RARA MENS INTELLIGIT 


QUOD IN TERIORE CONDIDIT CURA ANGULO, 


PrHEDRUS, 


THE TINSEL GLITTER, AND THE SPECIOUS MIEN, 
DELUDE THE MOST; FEW PRY BEHIND THE SCENE, 


T has been obſerved by Boileau, that 
* mean or common thought expreſ- 
* ſed in pompous dition, generally 
* pleaſes more than a new or noble ſen- 
* timent. delivered in low and vulgar 
language; becauſetht number is great- 
* erof thoſe whom cuſtom has enabled 
* to judge-of words, than whom ſtudy 
has qualified to examine things. 
This ſolution might ſatisfy, if ſuch 
only were offended with meanneſs of ex- 
preihon as are unable to diſtinguiſh pro- 
priety of thought, and to ſeparate pro- 
poſitions or images from the vehicles by 
Which they are conveyed to the under- 


ſtanding, But this kind of diſguſt is 
by no means confined to theignorant or 
ſuperficial; it operates uniformly and uni- 
verſally upon readers of all claſſes; 
every man, however profound or ab- 
ſtracted, perceives himſelf irreſiſtibly 
alienated by low terms; they who pro- 
feſs the moſt zealous adherence to truth, 
are forced to admit that ſhe owes part of 
her charms to her ornaments; and loſes 


much of her power over the ſoul, when 
ſhe appears diſgraced by adreſs uncouth 


or ill-adjuſted, 
We are all offended by low terms, but 
are not diſguſted alike by the fame com- 
3B2 poſitions, 
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poſitions, becauſe we do not all agree to 
cenſure the ſame terms as low, No 
word is naturally or intrinſically meaner 
than another; our opinion therefore of 
words, as of other things arbitrarily 
and capriciouſly eſtabliſhed, depends 
wholly upon accident and cuſtom. The. 
cottager thinks thoſe apartments ſplen- 
did and ſpacious, which an inhabitant 
of palaces will deſpiſe for their inele- 
gance; and to him who has paſſed moſt 
of his hours with the delicate and po- 
lite, many expreſſions will ſeem ſordid, 
which another, equally acute, may hear 
without offence; but a mean term ne- 
ver fails to diſpleaſe him to whom it ap- 
ears mean, as poverty is certainly and 
invariably deſpiſed, though he who is 
r in the eyes of ſome may by others 
3 for his wealth. 

Words become low by the occaſions 
to which they are applicd, or the gene- 
ral character of them who uſe them; and 
the diſguſt which they produce ariſes 
from the revival of thoſe images with 
which they are commonly united, Thus 
if, in the moſt folemn diſcourſe, a phraſe 
happens to occur which has been ſuc- 
ceſsfully employed in ſome ludicrous 
narrative, the graveſt auditor finds it dif- 
ficult to refrain from laughter, when 
they who are not prepoſſeſied by the ſame 
accidenta] aſſociation are utterly unable 
to gueſs the reaſon of his merriment. 
Words which convey ideas of dignity in 
one age, are baniſhed from elegant writ- 
ing or converſation in another, becauſe 
they are in time debaſed by vulgar 
mouths, and can be no longer heard 
without the involuntary recollection of 


umpleaſing images. 


When Mackbeih is confirming him- 
ſelf in the horrid purpoſe of ſtabbing his 


| King, he breaks out amidſt his emotions 


into a with natural to a murderer. 


m—_—oe thick night! 
And pall thee in the dunneſt ſmoke of hell, 


That my keen knife ſee not the wound it 


makes; 


Nor heav'n peep through the blanket of the 


Cark 


To cry, Hold, hold! 


In this paſſage is exerted all the force of 
poetry, that force which calls new pow- 
ers intq being, which embodies ſenti- 
ment, and animates matter; yet per- 
haps ſcarce any man now peruſes it with- 
put ſome diſturbance of bis attention 
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from the counteraction of the words to 
the ideas, What can be more dreadful 
than to implore the preſence of night, 
Invetcl not in common obſcurity, but 
in the ſmoke of hell? Yet the efficacy 
of this invocation is deſtroyed by the 
inſertion of an epithet now ſeldom heard 
but in the ſtable, and dun night may 
come or go without any other notice than 
contempt. 

If we ſtart into raptures when ſome 
heroof the Iliad tells us that Nu priniruc 
his lance rages with eagerneſs to deſtroy; 
if we are alarmed at the terror of the 
ſoldiers commanded by Cæſar to hew 
down the ſacred grove, who dreaded, 
fays Lucan, left the axe aimed at the 


oak ſhould fly back upon the ſtrikers 


i robcra ſccra ferirent, 
In ſua credebant redituras membra ſecures, 


None dares with impious ſteel the grove to 
rend, 


Lef on himſelf the deſtin'd ſtroke deſcend; 


we cannot ſurely but ſympathiſe with 
the horrors of a wretch abont to mur- 
der his maſter, his friend, his benefac- 
tor, who ſuſpects that the weapon will 
refuſe it's office, and ſtart hack from the 
breaſt which he is preparing to violate, 
Yet this ſentiment is weakened by the 
name of an inſtrument uſed by butchers 
and cooks in the meaneſt employments; 
we do not immediately conceive that 
any crime of importance is to be com- 
mitted with a Le; or who does not, 
at laſt, from the long habit of connect- 
ing a knife with ſordid offices, feel aver- 
fon rather than terror? 

Mackbeth proceeds to wiſh, in the 
madneſs of guilt, that the inſpection of 
heaven may be intercepted, and that he 
may, in the involutions of infernal dark- 
nels, eſcape the eye of Providence. Thus 
is the utmoſt extravagance of determin- 
ed wickedneſs; yet this is ſo debaſed by 
two unfortunate words, that while I en- 
deavour to impreſs on my reader the en- 
ergy of the ſentiment, I can ſcarce check 
my riſibility, when the expreſſion forces 
itſelf upon my mind; for who, without 
ſome relaxation of his gravity, can hear 
of the avengers of guilt peeping throug? 
a blanket? {th 

Theſe imperfections of diction are [els 
obvious to the reader, as he is leſs ac- 

uainted with common uſages; they arc 
erefore wholly imperceptible to a fo- 
n ; a reigner, 
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reigner, who learns our language from 
books, and will ſtrike a ſolitary acade- 
mick leſs forcibly than a modiſh lady. 
Among the numerous requiſites that 
moſt concur to complete an author, few 
are of more importance than an early 
entrance into the living world. The 
ſeeds of knowledge may be planted in 
ſolitude, but mutt be cuitivated in pub- 
lick. Argumentation may be taught 
in colleges, and theories formed in re- 
tirement; but the artihce of embelliſh- 
ment, and the powers of attraction, can 
be gained only by general converſe, 
An acquaintance with prevailing cuſ- 
toms and faſhionable elegance is neceſ- 
ſary likewiſe for other purpoſes. The 
injury that grand imagery ſuffers from 
unſutable language, perſonal merit may 
fear from rudencſs and indelicacy. 
When the ſucceſs of ZEncas depended 


on the favour of the queen upon whole 


coaſts he was driven, his celeſtial pro- 


THE RAMBLER. 


281 


tectreſs thought him not ſufficiently ſe- 
cured againſt rejection by his piety or 
bravery, but decorated him for the in- 
terview with preternatural beauty, 
Whoever deſires, for his writings or 
himſelf, what none can reaſonably con- 
temn, the favour of mankind, muſt add 
grace to itrength, and make his thoughts 
agrecable as well as uſeful. Many com- 
plain of negle& who never tried to at- 
tract regard. It cannot be expected that 
the patrons of ſcience or virtue ſhould 
be {olicitous to diſcover excellencies, 
which they who poſleſs them ſhade and 
diſguiſe, Few have abilities ſo much 
needed by the reſt of the world as to be 
careſſed on theirown terms; and he that 
will not condeſcend to recommend him- 
ſelf by external embelliſhments, muſt 
ſubmit to the fate of juſt ſentiment 
mcanly expreſſed, and be ridiculed and 
forgotten hefore he is underſtood, 


Ne CLXIX. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1751. 


NEC PLUTEUM CADIT, NEC DEMORSOS SAPIT UNGUESs» 


Pers1vVs. 


NO BLOOD FROM BITTEN NAILS THOSE POEMS DREW; 
BUT, CHURN'D LIKE SPITTLE, FROM THE LIPS THEY FLEW. 


ATURA Lh hiſtorians aſſert, that 

whatever is formed forlong dura- 
tion arrives ſlowly to it's maturity. 
Thus the firmeſt timber is of tardy 
growth, and animals generally exceed 
each other in longevity, in proportion to 
the time between their conception and 
their birth. 


The ſame obſervation may be extend- 


ed to the offspring of the mind. Haſty 
compoſitions, however they pteaſe at firſt 
by flowery luxuriance, and ſpread in the 
lunſhine of temporary favour, can ſel- 
dom endure the change of ſeaſons, but 
periſh at the firſt blaſ of criticiſm, or 
iro of neglet. When Apelles was 
reproacked with the paucity of his pro- 
ductions, and the inceſſant attention 
with which he retouched his pieces, he 
condeſcended to make no other anſwer, 
than that he painted for perpetuity. 

No vanity can more juſtly incur con- 
empt and indignation than that which 
boaits of negligence and hurry. For who 
Fan bear with patience the writer who 
ans ſuch ſuperiority to the reſt of his 
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ſpecies, as to imagine that mankind are 
at leifure for attention to his extempo- 
rary ſallies, and that poſterity will repoſit 
his caſual effuſions among the treaſures 
of ancient wiſdom? 

Men have ſometimes appeared of ſuch 
tranſcendent abilities, that their ſlighteſt 


and moſt curſory performances excel all 


that labour and ſtudy can enable meaner 
intellects to compoſe; as there are regions 
of which the ſpontaneous products can- 
not be equalled in other ſoils by care 
and culture. But it is no leſs danger- 
ous for any man to place himſelf in this 
rank of underſtanding, and fancy that 
he is born to be illuſtrious without la- 
bour, than to omit the cares of huſband- 
ry, and expedt from his ground the 
bloſſoms of Arabia. : 
The greateſt part of thoſe who con- 
gratulate themſelves upon their intellec- 
tual dignity, and uſurp the privileges 
of genius, are men whom only themſelves 
would ever have marked out as enriched 
by uncommon liberalities of nature, or 
entitled to veneration and immortality 
OR 
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on eaſy terms. This ardour of confi- 
dence is uſually found among thoſe who, 
having not enlarged their notions b 

books or converſation, are de 
by the partiality which we all feel in 
our own favour, that they have reached 
the ſummit of excellence, becauie they 
diſcover none higher than themſelves; 
and who acqnicſce in the firſt thoughts 
that occur, becauſe their ſcantineſs of 
knowledge allows them little choice, and 
the narrowneſs df their views affords 
them no glimpſe of perfection of that 
ſublime idea which human induſtry has 


from the firſt ages been vainly toiling to 


approach. They ſee a little, and believe 
that there is nothing beyond their ſphere 
of viſion, as the Patuecos of Spain, who 
mhabited a ſmall valley, conceived the 
ſurroundliing monntains to be the boun- 


- daries of the world. In proportion as 


perfection is more diſtinctly conceived, 
the pleaſure of contemplating our own 
pertormances will be leſſened; it may 
therefore be obſerved, that they who 
maſt deſerve praiſe are often afraid to de- 
cide in favqur of their own perform- 
ances; they know how much is ſtill want- 
ing to their completwon, and wait with 
anxiety and terror the determination of 
the publick. I pleaſe every one elſe,” 
ſays Tully, but never ſatisfy myſelf.” 
It has often been inquired, why, not- 
withſtanding the advances of latter ages 
in ſcience, and the aſſiſtance which the 
inſuſion of ſo many new ideas has given 
us, we ſt I] fall below the ancients in the 
art of compoſition. Some part of their 
ſuperiority may be juſtly aſcribed to the 
f their language, from which 
the moſt poliſhed of the preſent Euro- 
pom tongues are nothing more than bar- 
arous degenerations. Some advantage 
they might gain merely by priority, 
which put them in poſſeſſion of the moſt 
natural ſentiments, and left us nothing 
but ſervile repetition or forced conceits. 
But the greater part of their praiſe ſeems 
to have heen the juſt reward of modeſty 
and labour. Their ſenſe of human 
weakneſs confined them commonly to 
one ſtudy, which their knowledge of the 
extent of eyery ſcience engaged them to 
proſecute with indefatigable diligence. 
Among the writers of antiquity I re- 
member none except Statius who ven- 
tuxes to mention the ſpeedy production 
of his writings, either as an extenuation 
of his faults, or a proof of his facility. 
Nor did Statius, when he conſidered 


himſelf as a candidate for laſting reputa- 


tion, think a cloſer attention unneceſſary, 
but amidſt all his pride and indigence, 
the two great haſteners of modern poems, 
employcd twelve years upon the The- 
baid, and thinks his claim to renown pro- 
portionate to his labour, 


Thehais, multa cruciata lima, 

Tentat. audaci fide, Mantuanæ 
Gaudia fame, 

Poliſh'd «ith endleſs toil, my lays 

At length aſpire to Mantuan praiſe. 


Ovid indeed apologizes in his baniſh- 
ment for the imperfection of his letters, 
but mentions his want of leiſure to po- 
liſh them as an addition to his calamities; 
and was fo far from imagining reviſals 
and corrections unneceſſary, that at his 
departure from Rome, he threw his Me- 
tamorphoſes into the fire, let he ſhould 
be diferaced by a book which he could 
not hope to finiſh, 

It ſeems not often to have happened 
that the ſame writer aſpired to reputa- 
tion in verſe and proſe; and of thoſe 
few that attempted ſuch diverſity of ex- 
cellence, I know not that even one ſuc- 
ceeded. Contrary characters they never 
imagined a ſingle mind able to ſupport, 
and therefore no man is recorded to have 
undertaken more than one kind of da- 
matick poetry. 

What they had written they did not 
venture in their firſt fondneſs to thruſt 
into the world, but conſidering the im- 
propriety of ſending forth inconſiderately 
that which cannot be recalled, deferred 
the publication, if not nine years, ac- 
cording to the direction of Horace, yet 
till their fancy was cooled after the rap- 
tures of invention, and the glare of no- 
velty had ceaſed to dazzle the judgment, 

There were in thoſe days no weekly 
or diurnal writers; multa dies, et multa 
litura, much time, and many raſures, 
were conſidered as indiſpenſable requi- 
ſites; and that no other method of at- 
taining laſting praiſe has been yet dil- 
covered, may be conjectured from the 
blotted manuſcripts of Milton now ke. 
maining, and from the tardy emiſſion of 
Pope's compoſitions, delayed more than 
once till the incidents to which they al- 
luded were forgotten, till his enemies 
were ſecure from his ſatire, and, what to 
an honeſt mind muſt be more painful, 
his friends were deaf to his encomiums. 

To him whoſe eagerneſs of pralle 
hurties 
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; THE 
hurries his productions ſoon into the 
light, many imperfections are unavoid- 
able, even where the mind furniſhes the 
materials, as well as regulates their diſ- 
poſition, and nothing depends upon 
ſearch or information. Delay opens new 
veins of thought, the ſubject diſmified 
for a time appears with a new train of 
dependant images, the accidents of read- 
ing or coriverlation ſupply new orna- 
ments or alluſions, or mere intermiſſion 
of the fatigue of thinking enables the 
mind to colle& new force, and make 
new excurhons. But all thoſe benefits 
come too late for him, who, when he 
was weary with labour, ſnatched at the 
recompence, and gave his work to his 
friends and his enemies, as ſoon as im- 
patience and pride perſuaded him to con- 
clude it. 

One of the moſt pernicious effects of 
haſte, is obſcurity. He that teems with 
a quick ſucceſſion of ideas, and perceives 
how one ſentiment produces another, 
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eaſily believes that he can clearly expreſs 
what he ſo ſtrongly comprehends; he 
ſeldom ſuſpects his thoughts of embar- 
raſſment, while he preſerves in his own 
memory the ſer es of connection, or his 
diction of ambiguity, while only one 
ſenſe is preſent to his mind. Yet if ho 
has been employed on an abſtruſe on 
complicated argument, he will find, when 
he has a while withdrawn his mind, and 
returns as 4 new reader to his work, that 
he has only a conjectural glimpſe of his 
own meaning, and tnat to explain it to 
thol: whom he defies to initruct, he mult 
open his ſentiments, diſentangle his me- 
thod, and alter his arrangement. 

Authors and lovers always ſuffer ſome 
infatuation, from which only abſence 
can ſet them free; and every man ought 
to reſtore himſeif to the full exerciſe of 
his judgment, before he does that which 
he cannot do improperly, without injur- 
ing his henour and his quiet. 


No CLXX. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 17517. 


CoNFITEOR; SI QUID PRODEST DELICTA FATERI., 


Ovi. 


I GRANT THE CHARGE; FORGIVE THE FAULT CONFESS'D. 


TO THE RAMBLER., 
818, 


Am one of thoſe beings, from whom 

many, that melt at the fight of all 
other miſery, think it meritorious to 
withhold relief; one whom the rigour of 
virtuous indignation dooms to ſuffer 
without complaint, and periſh without 
regard; and whom I myſelf have for- 
merly inſulted in the pride of reputation 
and ſecurity of innocence. 

Lam of a good family, but my father 
was burthened with more children than 
he could decently ſupport. A wealthy 
relation, as he travelled from London 
to his country ſeat, condeſcending to 
make him a viſit, was touched with 
compaſſion of his narrow fortune, and 
reſolved to eaſe him of part of his charge, 


by taking the care of a child upon him- 


lelf. Diſtreſs on one fide, and ambi- 
tion on the other, were too powerful for 
parental fondneſs, and the little family 
paſſed in review before him, that he might 
make his choice, I was then ten years 


could bequcath. 


old, and without knowing for what pur- 
poſe, I was called to my great coulin, 
endeavoured to recommend myſelf by 
ny beſt courteſy, ſung him my prettieit 
ſong, told the laſt ſtory that.T had read, 
and ſo much endeared myſelf by my in- 
nocence, that he declared his reſovlhutiun 
to adopt me, and to educate me with 
his own daughters, | 
My parents felt the common ſtruggles 
at the thought of parting, and ſome na- 
tural tears they dropp'd, but wip'd them 


ſoon. They conlidered, not without 


that falſe eſtimation of the value of wealth 
which poverty long continued always 
produces, that I was raiſed to higher 
rank than they could give me, and to 
hopes of more ample fortune than they 
My mother ſold ſome 
of her ornaments to dreſs me in ſuch a 
manner as might ſecure me from con- 
tempt at my firit arrival; and when ſbe 
diſmiſſed me, preſſed me to her boſom 
with an embrace that I ſtill feel, gave 
me {ome precepts of piety, which, how- 
ever neglected, I have not forgotten, aud 
| uttered 
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uttered prayers for my final happineſs, 
of which I have not yet ceaſed to hope 
that they will at laſt be granted, 

My ſiſters envied my new finery, and 
ſeemed not much to regret our ſepara- 
tion; my father conducted me to the 
ſtage · coach with a kind of cheerful ten- 
derneſs; and in a very ſhort time I was 
| tranſported to ſplendid apartments, and 
a luxurious table, and grew familiar to 
ſhow, noiſe, and gaiety. 

In three years my mother died, having 
implored a bleſſing on her family with 
ker laſt breath. I had little opportunity 
to indulge a ſorrow which there was 
none to partake with me, and therefore 
ſoon ceaſed to reflect much upon my loſs. 
My father turned all his care upon his 
other children, whom ſome fortunate ad- 
ventures and unexpected legacies enabled 
him, when he died four years after my 
mother, to leave in a condition above 
their expectations. 

I ſhould have ſhared the increaſe of 
his fortune, and had once a portion aſ- 
ſigned me in his will; but my couſin 
aſſuring him that all care for me was 
needleſs, fince he had reſolved to place 
me happily in the world, directed him 
to divide my part amongſt my ſiſters. 

'Thus I was thrown upon dependance 
without reſource. Being now at an age 
in which young women are initiated into 
company, I *. no longer to be ſup- 
ported in my former character, but at 
conſiderable expence; ſo that, partly leſt 
I ſhould waſte money, and partly left 
my appearance might draw too many 
compliments and aſſiduities, I was in- 
ſenſibly degraded from my equality, and 
enjoyed few privileges above the head 
ſervant, but that of receiving no wages. 

I felt every indiguity, but knew that 
reſentment would precipitate my fall. I 
therefore endeavoured to continue my 
importance by little ſervices and active 
officiouſneſs, and for a time preſerved 
myſelf from negle&, by withdrawing all 
pretences to competition, and ſtudying 
to pleaſe rather than to ſhine. But my 
intereſt, notwithſtanding this expedient, 
hourly declined, and my couſin's favou- 
rite maid began to exchange repartees 
with me, and conſult me about the al- 
terations of a caſt gown. 

I was now completely depreſſed; and 
though I had ſeen . enough to 
know the neceſſity of outward cheerful- 
neſs, I often withdrew to my chamber 
to vent my grief, or turn my condition 
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in my mind, and examine by what 
means I might eſcape from perpetual 
mortification. At laſt my ſchemes and 
ſorrows were interrupted by a ſudden 
change of my relation's behaviour, who 
one day took an occaſion, when we were 
left together in a room, to bid me ſuffer 
myſelf no longer to be inſulted, but af. 
ſume the place which he always intend- 
ed me to hold in the family. He aſſured 
me that his wife's preference of her own 
daughters ſhould never hurt me; and, 
accompanying his profeſſions with a 
purſe of gold, ordered me to beſpenk a 
rich ſuit at the mercer's, and to apply 
privately to him for money when I want- 
cd it, and inſinuate that my other friends 
ſupplied me, which he would take care 
to confirm, 

By this ſtratagem, which I did not 
then underſtand, he filled me with ten- 
derneſs and gratitude, compelled me to 
repoſe on him as my only ſupport, and 
produced a neceſſity of private converſa- 
tion. He often appointed interviews at 
the houſe of an acquaintance, and ſome- 
times called on me with a coach, and 
carried me abroad. My ſenſe of his 
favour, and the deſire of retaining it, 
diſpoſed me to unlimited complaiſance; 
and though I ſaw his kindneſs grow eve- 
ry day more fond, I did not ſuffer any 
ſuſpicion to enter my thoughts. At alt 
the wretch took advantage of the fami- 
liarity which he enjoyed as my relation, 
and the ſubmiſſion which he exacted as 
my benefactor, to complete the ruin of 
an orphan, whom his own promiſes had 
made indigent, whom his indulgence 


had melted, and his authority fub-. 


ducd. 

I know not why it ſhould afford ſub- 
ject of exultation, to overpower on any 
terms the reſolution, or ſurpriſe the cau- 
tion of a girl; but of all the boalters 
that deck themſelves in the ſpoils of in- 
nocence and beauty, they ſurely have the 
leaſt pretenſions to triumph, who ſub- 
mit to owe their ſucceſs to ſome caſual 
influence. They neither employ the 

aces of fancy, nor the force of under- 
Landing, in their attempts; they cannot 
pleaſe their vanity with the art of their 
approaches, the delicacy of their adula- 
tions, the elegance of their addreſs, or the 
efficacy of their eloquence; nor applaud 
themſelves as poſſeſſed of any qualities, 
by which affection is attracted. They 
ſurmount no obſtacles, they defeat no 
rivals, but attack only thoſe who = 

A 


en- 
to 
and 
rſa- 
$ at 
me- 
and 
his 
r Its 
nce; 
eve- 
any 
t laſt 
ami- 
tion, 
ed as 
in of 
s had 
gence 
ſubs + 


ſub- 
n any 
e cau- 
oalters 
of in- 
ave the 
0 ſub- 
caſual 
o the 
under- 
cannot 
of their 
adula- 
8 , Or the 
applaud 
ualitics, 
They 
efeat no 


cho can. 
po! 


1 


ſels the body, without any ſolicitude to 
gain the heart. * | 

Many of theſe deſpicable wretches 
does my preſent acquaintance with in- 
famy and wickedneſs enable me to num- 
ber among the heroes of debauchery; 
les whom their own ſervants would 
have deſpiſed, had they not been their 
ſervants, and with whom beggary would 
have diſdained intercourſe, had ſhe not 
been allured by hopes of relief. Many 
of the beings which are now rioting in 
tayerns, or ſhivering in the ſtreets, have 
been corrupted, not by arts of gallantry 
which ſtole gradually upon the affections 
and laid prudence aſleep, but by the fear 
of lofing benefits which were never in- 
tended, or of incurring reſentment 
which they could not eſcape; ſome have 
been frighted by maſters, and ſome awed 
by guardians into ruin. 


Gur crime had it's uſual conſequence, 
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\ got reſiſt, and are often content to poſ- 


and he ſoon perceived that I could not 
long continue in his family, I was 
diſtracted at the thought of the reproach 
which I now believed inevitable.” He 
comforted me with hopes of eluding all 
diſcovery, and often upbraided me with 
the anxiety, which perhaps none but 
himſelf ſaw in my countenance; but at 
laſt mingled his aſſurances of protection 
and maintenance with menaces of total 
deſertion, if in the moments of pertur- 
bation I ſhould ſuffer his ſecret to eſcapeg 
or endeavour to throw on him any part 
of my gion 4 
Thus paſſed the diſmal hours till m 

retreat could no longer be delayed. N 
was P that my relations had 
ſent for me to a diſtant country, and IL 
entered upon a ſtate which ſhall be de» 
ſcribed in my next letter, 


I am, Sir, &c. 
MIS ELTA. 


Ne CLXXI, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 1781; 


TADET COELI CONVEXA TUERT» 


Vigo. 


PARK 16 THE SUN, AND LOATHBEOME 18 THE DAY» 


/ | TO THE RAMBLER, 
BIR, 
ISELLA now fits down-to con- 
tinue her narrative. I am con- 
Yinced that nothing would more power- 
fully preſerve youth from ircegularity, 
or guard inexperience from ſeduction, 
than a juſt deſcription of the condition 
into which the wanton plunges herſelf, 
and therefore hope that my letter may 
be a ſufficient antidote to my example, 
After the diſtraction, heſitation, and 
delays, which the timidity of guilt natu- 
rally produces, I was remoyed to lodg- 
ings in a diſtant part of the town, under 
one of the characters commonly aſſumed 
upon ſuch occaſions. Here being by 
my circumſtances condemned to ſolitude, 
I paſſed moſt of my hours in bitterneſs 
and anguiſh, The converſation of the 
people with whom I was placed was 
not. at all capable of engaging my at- 
tention, or diſpoſſeſſing the reigning 
ideas. The books which I carried to 
my retreat were ſuch as heightened m 
abhorrenee of myſelf; for I was not ſo 
tar abandoned as 10 fink voluntarily 


into corruption, or endeavour to con- 
ceal from my own mind the enormity 
of my crime. 

My relation remitted none of his 


| fondneſs, but viſited me fo often, that 


I was ſometimes afraid left his aſſiduity 
ſhould expoſe him to ſuſpicion, When=- 
ever he came he found me weeping, and 
was therefore leſs delightfully enter- 
tained than he expected. After fre- 
quent expoſtulations upon the unreaſon- 
ableneſs of my ſorrow, and innume- 
rable proteſtations of everlaſting gd; 
he at laſt found that I was more ed 
with the loſs of my innocence, than the 
danger of my fame; and that he might 
not be diſturbed by my remorſe, began 
to lull my conſcience with the opiates of 
irreligion. His arguments were ſuch 
as my courſe of lite has fince expoſed 
me often to the neceflity of hearing, 
vulgar, empty, and fallacious; yet they 
at firſt confounded me with their novel. 
ty, filled me with doubt and perplexity, 
and interrupted that peace which I be- 
gan to feel from the ſincerity of my 
repentance, without ſubſtituting an 
other ſupport, I liftened a while to hug 
30 impious 
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Impious gabble, but it's influence was 
ſoon overpowered by natural reaſon and 
early education, and the convictions 
- which. this new attempt gave me of his 
baſeneſs completed my abborrence. I 
have heard of barbarians, who, when 
tempeſts drive ſhips upon their coaſt, de- 
coy them to the rocks that they may 
plunder their lading, and have always 
thought that wretches thus mercileſs in 
their depredations ought to be deſtroyed 
by. a general inſurrection of all ſocial 
beings; yet how light is this guilt to the 
crime of him who, in the agitations of 
remorſe, cuts away the anchor of piety, 
and when he has drawn aſide credulity 
from the paths of virtue, hides the light 
of Heaven which would direct her to re- 
turn. I had hitherto conſidered him as 
a man equally betrayed with myſelf by 
the concurrence of appetite and oppor- 
tunity; but I now ſaw with horror that 
he was contriving to perpetuate his gra- 
tification, and was defirous to fit me to 
his purpoſe by complete and radical 
corruption. EN i 
To eſcape, however, was not yet in 
my power. I could ſupport the ex- 
pences of my condition only by the 
CTontinuance of his favour. He pro- 
vicded all that was neceſſary, and in a 
few weeks congratulated me upon my 
eſcape: from the danger which we had 
both expected with ſo much anxiety. I 
"then began to remind him of his pro- 
mile to reſtore me n my fame unin- 
jured to the world. He promiſed me in 
general terms, that nothing ſhould be 
wanting which his power could add to 
my happineſs, but forbore to releaſe me 
from my confinement. I knew how 
much my reception in the world de- 
pended upon my ſpeedy return, and was 
therefore outrageouſly impatient of his 
delays, which I now perceived to be 
only artifices of lewdneſs, He told me, 
at laſt, with an appearance of ſorrow, 
that all hopes of reſtoration to my for- 
mer ſtate were for ever precluded; that 
chance had diſcovered my ſecret, and 
malice divulged itz and that nothing 
new remained but to. ſeek a retreat 
more private, where curioſity or hatre 
could never find us. | | 
The rage, anguiſh, and reſentment, 
which I felt at this account, are not to 
be expreſſed. I was in ſo much dread 
of reproach and infamy, which he re- 
preſented as purſuing me with full cry, 


_ hat Þ yielded mylelf ppplicily to his 


— — —— — —ů— — — — — —ů— r 
= 
. * 
* 


* 


THE RAMBLER. 


g 


diſpoſal, and was removed, with x 
thouſand ſtudied precautions, through 
by-ways and dark paſſages to another 
houſe, where I harafſed him with per- 
petual ſolicitations for a ſmall annuity, 
that might enable me to live in the 
country in obſcurity and innocence. 

This demand he at firſt evaded with 
ardent profeſſions, but in time appeared 
offended at my importunity and diſtruſt; 
and having one day endeavoured to ſooth 
me with uncommon expreſſions of ten. 
derneſs, ao he found my diſcontent 
immoveable, left me with ſome inarti- 
culate murmurs of anger. I was pleaſed 
that he was at laſt rouſed to ſenſibility, 
and expecting that at his next viſit he 
would comply with my requeſt, lived 
with great tranquillity upon the money 
in my hands, and was fo much pleated 
with this pauſe of perſecution, that I 
did not reflect how much his abſence 
had exceeded the uſual intervals, till I 
was alarmed with the danger of want. 
ing ſubſiſtence, I then ſuddenly con- 
tracted my expences, but was unwilling 
to ſupplicate for aſſiſtance. Neceſſity, 
however, ſoon overcame my modeſty or 
my pride, and I applied to him by a let- 
ter, but had no an(wer. I writ in terms 
more preſſing, but without effect. I 
then ſent an agent to enquire after him, 
who informed me, that he bad quitted 
his houſe, and was gone with bis Family 
to reſide for ſome time upon his eſtate in 
Ireland. 

However ſhocked at this abrupt de- 
parture, I was yet unwilling to believe 
that he could wholly abandon me, and 
therefore, by the ſale of my clothes, 
I ſupported myſelf, expecting that every 
poſt would bring me relief. Thus I 
paſſed ſeven months between hope and 
dejection, in a gradual approach to po- 
verty and diſtreſs, emaciated with diſcon- 
tent, and bewildered with uncertainty. 
At laſt, my landlady, after many hints 
of the neceſſity of a new lover, took 
the opportunity of my abſence to ſearch 
my boxes, and miſſing ſome of my ap- 
parel, ſeized the remainder for rent, and 
led me to the door. 

To remonſtrate againſt Jegal cruelty 


was vain; to ſupplicate obdurate bruta- 


tality was hopeleſs. I went away, I 
knew not whither, and wandered about 
without any ſettled purpoſe, unac- 
quainted with the uſual expedients of 
miſery, unqualified for laborious offices, 
afraid to mect an eye that had {cen me 


with an invitation ro a tavern. 
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before, and hopeleſs of relief from 
thoſe who were ſtrangers to my former 
condition. Night came on in the mid(t 
of my diſtraction, and I ſtill continued 
to wander till the menaces of the 
watch * me to ſhelter myſelf in a 
covered pa 4 

Next day, I procured a lodging in the 
backward garret of a mean houſe, and 
employed my landlady to enquire for 
a ſervice. My applications were gene- 
rally rejected for want of a character. At 
length I was received at a draper's; but 
when it was known to my miſtreſs that 


I had only one gown, and that of ſilk, * 


ſhe was of opinion that I looked like a 
thief, and without warning hurried me 
away. TI then tried to ſupport myſelf 
by my needle; and, by my landlady's 
recommendation, obtained a little work 
from a ſhop, and for three weeks lived 
without repining; but when my punc- 
tuality had gained me ſo much reputa- 
tion, that I was truſted to make up a 
head of ſome yalue, one of my fellow- 
lodgers ſtole the lace, and I was obliged 
to fly from a proſecution. 

Thus driven again into the ſtreets, I 
lived upon the leaſt that could ſupport 
me, and at night accommodated my- 
ſelf under pent-houſes as well as 1 
could. At length I became abſolutely 
pennyleſs; and having ſtrolled all day 
without ſuſtenance, was, at the cloſe of 
evening, accoſted by an elderly * 

re- 
fuſed him with heſitation; he ſeized me 
by the hand, and drew me into a neigh- 
bouring houſe, where when he ſaw my 
face pale with hunger, and my eyes 


ſwelling with tears, he ſpurned me from 


him, and bade me cant and whine in 
ſome other place; he for his part would 
take care of his pockets, 

I till continued to ſtand in the way, 
having ſcarcely ftrength to walk farther, 
when another ſoon addreſſed me in the 
ſame manner. When he ſaw the ſame 
tokens of calamity, he conſidered that 
I might be obtained at a cheap rate, 
and therefore quickly made overtures, 
which I had no longer firmneſs to re- 
kt, By this man I was meintained 
four months in penurious wickedneſs, 
and then abandoned to my former con- 


dition, from which I was delivered by 


Mother Keeper > 


In this abje& ſtate I have now paſſed 
four years, the drudge of extortion, and 
the ſport of drunkenneſs; ſometimes the 
property of one man, and ſometimes 
the common prey of accidental lewdheſs ; 
at one time tricked up for ſale by the 
miſtreſs of a brothel, at another beg- 
ging in the ſtreets to be relieved from 
hunger by wickedneſs; without any hope 
in the day but of finding ſome whom 


folly or exceſs may expoſe to my allure- 


ments, and without any reflections at 
night, but ſuch as guilt and terror im- 
preſs upon me. 

If thoſe who paſs their days in plenty 
and ſecurity could viſit for an hour 
the diſmal receptacles to which the proſ- 
titute retires from her nocturnal excur- 
ſions, and ſee the wretches that lie 
crowded together, mad with intempe- 
rance, ghaſtly with famine, nauſeous 
with filth, and noiſome with diſeaſe; it 
would not be eaſy for any degree of ab- 
horrence to harden them againſt com- 
paſſion, or to repreſs the deſire which 
they mult immediately feel to reſcue 
ſuch numbers of human beings from a 
ſtate ſo dreadful. - | 

It is ſaid that in France they annually 
evacuate their ſtreets, and ſhip their 
proſtitutes and vagabonds to their colo- 
nies, If the women that infeſt this city 
had the ſame opportunity of eſcaping 
from their miſeries, I believe very little 
force would be neceſſary; for who a- 
mong them can dread any change? Many 
of us indeed are wholly unqualified for 
any but the moſt ſervile employments, 
and thoſe perhaps would require the care 
of a magiſtrate to hinder them from fol- 
lowing the ſame practices in another 
country; but others are only precluded 
by infamy from reformation, and would 
gladly be delivered on any terms from 
the neceſſity of guilt and the tyranny of 
chance. No place but a populous city 
can afford opportunities for open pro- 
ſtitution, and where the eye of juſtice 
can attend to individuals, thoſe who 
cannot be made good may be reſtrained 
from miſchief, For my part, I ſhould 
exult at the privilege of baniſhment, 
and think myſelf happy in any region 
that ſhould reitore me once again 1 
honeſty and peace. | 

1 am, Sir, &c. 
Mis ELTA. 
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EXPE ROGARE SOLES QUALIS, STM PRISCE, FUTURUSS 


$1 FIAM LOCUPLES; SIMQUE REPENTE POTENS. 
QUEMQUAM POSSE PUTAS MORES NARKARE FUTUROS? 
DIC Mini, SI SEAS TU LEO, ATIs ERIS., 


Max. 


niscuvs, YoU'vVE or TEN ASE'D ME HOW T'D LIVE, 
SHOULD FATE AT ONCE BOTH WEALTH AND HONOUR GLIVE«s 


WHAT $0UL HIS FUTURE CONDUCT CAN/FORESER? 


TELL ME WHAT $ORT OF LION YOU WwoU'D BE, 


* 


4 OTHING has been longer ob- 


1 N | ſerved, than that a change of for- 
Tune cauſes 'a change of manners; and 
that it is difficult to conjeure, from 
the conduct of him whom we fee in a 
tow condition, how he would act if 
wealth and er were put into his 
Hands, But it is generally agreed, that 


| Few men are made better by affluence 


or exaltation; and that the powers of 
the mind, when they are unbound and 
expanded by the ſun-ſhine of felicity, 
more frequently luxuriate into follies 
than bloſſom into goodneſs. 

Many obſervations have concurred to 
eſtabliſh this opinion, and it is not like- 
Jy ſoon to become obſolete, for want of 
new otcafions to revive it. The great- 
er part of mankind are corrupt in every 
condition, and differ in high and in low 
ſtations, only as they have more or fewer 
Opportunities of gratifying their defires, 
or as they are more or leſs reſtrained by 
human cenſures. Many vitiate their 
principles in the acquiſition of riches; 
and who can wonder that what is gained 
by fraud and extortion is enjoyed with 
tyranny and exceſs? 

Yet Tam willing to believe that the 
depravation of the mind by external ad- 
vantages, though certainly not uneom- 
mon, yet approaches not fo nearly to 
+ univerſality; as ſome have aſſerted in 
the bitterneſs of reſentment, or heat of 
- declamation. 2, 
- Whoever riſes above thoſe who once 
. r qa themſelves with equality, - will 
have many -malevolent gazers at his 
eminence. To gain ſooner than others 
that which all purſue- with the ſame ar- 
-dour, and to which all imagine them- 
felves entitled, will for ever be a crime, 
When thoſe who ftarted with us in 
the race of life, leave us ſo far behind, 


F. LI wise. 


that we have little hope to overtaks 
them, we revenge our diſappointment 
by remarks, on the arts of fupplant. 
ation by which they gained the ad- 
vantage, or on the folly and arrogance 
with which they poſſeſs it. Of them 
whoſe riſe we could not hinder, ve ſo- 
_ ourſelves by prognoſticating the 
It is impoſſible for human purity not 
fo betray to an eye, thus ſharpened by 
malignity, forme ftains which lay con- 
cealed and unregardedwhile none thought 
it their intereft to diſcover them; nor can 
the moſt circumſpeR attention, or ſteady 
rect itude, efcape blame from cenſors, 
who have no inclination to approve, 
Riches therefore perhaps do not ſo often 
produce crimes as incite accuſers. 
The common charge again thoſe 
who rife above their original condition, is 
-that of pride. It is certain that ſucceſs 
naturally confirms us in a favourable 
opmion of our own abilities. Scarce 
any man is willing to allot to accident, 
friendſhip, and a thouſand caufes, which 
- concur in every event without human 
contrivance or in ation, the 
which they may juſtly claim in bis 
vancement. We rate ourſelves by out 
fortune rather than our virtues, and ex- 
orbitant claims are quickly produced by 
imaginary merit. But captiouſneſs and 
jealouſy are likewiſe eaſily offended, and 
to him who ſtudiouſly looks for an af. 
front, every mode of behaviour vill 
ſupply it; freedom will be rudeneſs, and 
reſerve ſullenneſs3 mirth will be negli- 
-gence, and ſeriouſneſs formality: when 
he is received with ceremony, diſtance 
and reſpect are inculeated; if he is treat- 
ed with familiarity, he concludes him- 
ſelf inſulted by condeſcenſions. 
It muſt however be confeſſed, * 
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gt! ſudden _ are dangerous, a 
nick tranſition from poverty to abund- 
ance can ſeldom be made with ſafety. 
He that has long lived within fight of 
leaſures which he could not reach, will 
need more than common moderation, 
not to loſe his reaſon in unbounded riot, 
when they are firſt put into his power. 

Every poſſeſſion is endeared by novel - 
ty; every gratification is exaggerated by 
defire, It is difficult not to eſtimate 
what is lately gained above it's real va- 
Ive; it is impoſſible not to annex greater 
happineſs to that condition from which 
weare unwillingly excluded, than nature 
has qualified us to obtain. For this 
teaſon, the remote inheritor of an un- 
expected fortune may be generally diſ- 
tinguiſhed from thoſe who are enriched 
in the common courſe of lineal deſcent, 
by his greater haſte to enjoy his wealth, 
by the finery of his dreſs, the pomp of 
his equipage, the ſplendor of his furni- 
ture, and the luxury of his table. 

A thouſand things which familiarity 
diſcovers to be of little value, have 
power for a time to ſeize the imagina- 
tion. A Virginian king, when the 
Europeans had fixed a lock on his door, 
was ſo delighted to find his ſubjects ad- 
mitted or excluded with ſuch facility, 
that it was from morning to evening his 
whole employment to turn the key. 
We, among whom locks and keys have 
been longer in uſe, are inclined to laugh 
at the American amuſement; yet I doubt 
whether this paper will have a ſingle 
reader that may not apply the ſtory to 
himſelf, and recolle& ſome hours of his 
life in which he has been equally over- 


trifling novelty. 

Some indulgence is due to him whom 
a happy 
tranſported into new regions, where un- 
accullomed luſtre 4 his eyes, and 
untaſted delicacies ſolicit his appetite. 
Let him not be conſidered as loſt in hope- 
leſs degeneracy, though he for a while 
forgets the regard due to others, to in- 
dulge the contemplation of himſelf, and 
in the extravagance of his firſt raptures 
expects that his eye ſhould regulate the 
motions of all that approach him, and 
bis __— be received as decifive and 
oraculous. His intoxication will give 
way to time; the madneſs of joy will 
tume imperceptibly away; the ſenſe of 
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powered by the tranſitory charms of 


ale of fortue has ſuddenly - 
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his inſufficiency will ſoon return; he will 
remember that the co-operation of others 
is neceſſary to his happineſs, and learn 
to conciliate their regards by reciprocal 
beneficenck. 

There is, at leaſt, one conſideration 
vrhich ought to alleviate our cenſures of 
the powerful and rich. To imagine 
them chargeable with all the guilt and 
folly of their own actions, is to he very 
little acquainted with the world. 


De T abſolu pouvoir wous ignorex I yore | 
Et du lache flateur la voix ap wh 
Thou haſt not known the giddy whirls of fate 
Nor ſervile flatteries which enchant the greats 
Miſs A. W. 


He that can do much good or harm, 
will not find many whom ambition or 
cowardice will ſuffer to be fincere, 
While we live upon the level with the 
reſt of mankind, we are reminded of our 
duty by the admonitions of friends, and 
reproaches of enemies; but men wha 
ſtand in the higheſt ranks of ſociety, 
ſeldom hear of their faults; if by any 
accident an opprobrious clamour reaches 
their ears, flattery is always at hand ta 
pour in her opiates, to quiet conviction, 
and obtund remorſe. 

Favour is ſeldom gained but by con- 
formity in vice. Virtue can ſtand. with- 
out aſſiſtance, and conſiders herſelf as 
very little obliged by countenance and 
approbation: but vice, ſpiritleſs, and 
timorous, ſeeks the ſhelter of crowds, 
and ſupport of confederacy. The ſyco- 
_ therefore, negle&s the good qua- 

ities of his patron, and employs all his 
art on his weakneſſes and folljes, regales 
his reigning vanity, or ſtimulates his 
prevalent deſires. 

Virtue is ſufficiently difficult with any 
circumſtances, but the difficulty is in- 
creaſed when reproof and advice are 
frighted away. In common life, rea- 
ſon and conſcience. have only the appe= 
tites and paſſions to encounter; but in 
higher ſtations they muſt oppoſe arti- 
fice and adulation. He, therefore, that 
yields to ſuch temptations, cannot give 
thoſe who look upon his miſcarriage 
much reaſon for exultation, firice few 
can juſtly preſume that from the ſame 
ſnare they ſhould have been able to 


eſcape. 
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THE RAMBLERs 


No CLXXIII. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1751. 


QV0 VIRTUS, QUO FERAT ERROR? 


Hors 


NOW SAY, WHERE VIRTUE STOPS, AND VICE BEGINS? 


8 any action or poſture, long con- 

tinued, will diſtort and disfigure 
the limbs; ſo the mind likewiſe is crip- 
pled and contracted by perpetual appli- 
cation to the ſame ſet of ideas. It is 
eaſy to gueſs the trade of an artizan by 
his knees, his fingers, or his ſhoulders; 
and there are few among men of the more 
liberal profeſſions, whoſe minds do not 
carry the brand of their calling, or whoſe 
converſatibn does not quickly diſcover 
to what claſs of the community they be- 


* 

heſe peculiarities have been of great 
uſe in the general hoſtility which every 
part of mankind exerciſes againſt the 
reſt, to furniſh inſults and farcaſms. 
Every art has it's diale& uncouth and 
ungrateful to all whom cuſtom has not 
reconciled to it's ſound, and which 
therefore becomes ridiculous by a flight 
miſapplication, or unneceſſary repeti- 
tion. 

The general reproach with which ig- 
norance revenges the ſuperciliouſneſs of 
learning, is that of pedantry; a cenſure 
which every man incurs, who has at any 
me the misfortune to talk to thoſe who 
cannot underſtand him, and by which 
the modeſt and timorous are ſometimes 
frighted from the diſplay of their ac- 
quiſitions, and the exertion of their 
powers, - 

The name of a pedant is ſo formida- 
ble to young men when they firſt ſally 
from their colleges, and is fo liberally 
ſcattered by thoſe who mean to boaſt 
their elegance of education, eaſineſs of 
manners, and knowledge of the world, 
that it ſeems to require particular con- 
ſideration; fince, perhaps, if it were 
ence underſtood, many a heart might be 
freed from painful apprehenſions, and 


many a tongue delivered from reſtraint, - 


Pedantry is the unſeaſonable oſtenta- 
tion of learning It may be diſcovered 
either in the choice of a ſubject, or in the 

manner of treating it. He is undoubt- 
edlly guilty of pedantry who, when he 
has made himſelf maſter of ſome abſtruſe 
and uncultivated part of knowledge, ob- 


trudes his remarks and diſcoveries upon 


thoſe whom he believes unable to judge 


of his proficiency, and from whom, as 
he cannot fear contradiction, he cannot 
N expect applauſe. | 

o this error the ſtudent is ſometimes 
betrayed by the natural recurrence of the 
mind to it's common employment, by 
the pleaſure which every man receives 
from the recollection of pleaſing images, 
and the deſire of dwelling upon topicks 
on which he knows himſelf able to ipeak 
with juſtneſs. But becauſe we are («- 
dom fo far prejudiced in favour of each 
other, as to ſearch out for palliations, 
this failure of politeneſs is imputed al- 
ways to vanity; and the harmleſs col- 
legiate, who perhaps intended entertain- 
ment and inſtruction, or at worſt only 
ſpoke without ſufficient reflection upon 
the character of his hearers, is cenſured 
as arrogant or overbearing, and eager 
to extend his renown, in contempt of the 
convenience of ſociety, and the laws of 
converſation, 

All diſcourſe of which others cannot 
partake, is not only an irkſome uſurpa- 
tion of the time devoted to pleaſure and 
entertainment, but, what never fails tg 
excite very keen reſentment, an inſolent 
aſſertion of ſuperiority, and a triumph 
over leſs enlightened underſtandings. 
The pedant is, therefore, nat only heard 
with wearineſs, but malignity; and thoſe 
who conceive themſelves inſulted by his 
knowledge, never fail to tell with acr- 
mony how injudiciouſly it was exerted, 

To avoid this dangerous imputation, 
{ſcholars ſometimes diveſt themſelves «ith 
too much haſte of their academical for- 
mality, and in their endeavours to gc- 
commodate their notions and their ſtyle 
to common conceptions, talk rather 
any thing than of that which they un- 
derſtand, and {mk into inſipidity of lei- 
timent and meanneis of expreſſion. 

There prevails among men of letters 
an opinion, that all appearance of ſcience 
is particularly hateful to women; ard 
that therefore, whoever deſires to be well 
received in female aſſemblies, mull 5 
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3 . Y 
lify himſelf by a total rejection of all 
that is ſerious, rational, or important; 
muſt conſider argument or criticiſm as 
rpetually interdicted; and devote all 
his attention to trifles, and all his elo- 
vence to compliment. 

Students often form their notions of 
? the preſent generation from the writings 
of the paſt, and are not very early 1n- 
formed of thoſe changes which the gra- 
dual diffuſion of knowledge, or the ſud- 
den caprice of faſhion, produces in the 
world. Whatever might be the ſtate of 
female literaturein the laſt century, there 
js now no longer any danger leſt the 
ſcholar ſhou}d want an adequate audi- 
ence at the tea-table; and whoever 
thinks it neceſſary to regulate his con- 
yerſation by antiquated rules, will be 
rather de ſpiſed for his futility than ca- 
zeſſed for his politeneſs. 

To talk intentionally in a manner 
above the comprehenſion of thoſe whom 
we addreſs, is unqueſtionable pedantry; 
but ſurely complaiſance requires, that 
no man ſhould, without proof, con- 
clude his company incapable of follow. 
ing him to the higheſt elevation of his 
fancy, or the utmoſt extent of his know - 
ledge, It is always ſafer to err in fa- 
your of others, than of ourſelves, and 
therefore we ſeldom hazard much by en- 
deavouring to excel. 

It ought at leaſt to be the care of learn 
ing, when ſhe quits her exaltation, to 
deſcend with dignity. Nothing is more 
deſpicable than the airineſs and jocula- 
nity of a man bred to ſevere ſcience, and 
ſolitary meditation. To trifle agreeably 
qa ſecret which ſchools cannot impart; 
that gay negligence and yivacious levity, 
which charm down refiſtance wherever 
they appear, are never attainable by him 
wiv, having ſpent his firſt years among 
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the duſt of libraries, enters late into the 
gay world with an unpliant attention and 
eſtabliſhed habits. | 

It is obſerved in the panegyrick on 
Fabricius the mechaniſt, that, though 
forced by publick employments into 
mingled converſation, he never loſt the 
modeſty and ſeriouſneſs of the convent, 
nor drew ridicule upon himſelf by an 
affected imitation of faſhionable life. 
To the ſame praiſe every man devoted 
to learning ought to aſpire. If he at. 
tempts the ſofter arts of pleaſing, and 
endeavours to learn the graceful bow 
and the familiar embrace, the inſinuat- 
ing accent and the general ſmile, he will 
loſe the reſpe& due to the character of 
learning, without arriving at the envied 
honour of doing any thing with elegance 
and facility. 

Theophraſtus was diſcovered not to 
be a native of Athens, by ſo ſtrict an 
adherence to the Attic dialect, as ſhew- 
ed that he had learned it not by cuſtom, 
but by rule, A man not early formed 
to habitual elegance, betrays in like 
manner the effects of his education, by 
an unneceſſary anxiety of behaviour. 
It is as pe ſſible to become pedantick by 
fear of pedantry, as to be troubleſome 
by ill timed civility. There is no kind 
of impertinence more juſtly cenſurable, 
than his who is always labouring to level 
thoughts to intelle&ts higher than his 
own; who apologizes for every word 
which his own narrowneſs of converſe 
inclines him to think unuſual; keeps the 
exuberance of his faculties under viſible 
reſtraint; is ſolicitous to anticipate en- 
quiries by needleſs explanations; and 
endeavours to ſhade his own abilities, 
left weak eyes ſhould be dazzled with 
their luſtre. 
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FOENUM HARET IN CORNU, LONGE FUGE, DUMMODO RISUM 


EXCUTIAT $IEI, NON HIC CUIQUAM PARCET AMICQ. 


YONDER HE DRIVES Avotb THAT FURIOUS BEAST: 
1F HE MAY HAVE HIS JEST, HE NEVER CARES 
AT WHOSE EXPENCE;z NOR FRIEND NOR PATRON SPARES. 


TO THE RAMBLER, 
MR. RAMBLER, 


HE laws of ſocial benevolence re- 
quire, that every man ſhould en- 


| &eavour to aſſiſt others by his experience. 


He that has at laſt eſcaped into port from 
the fluctuations of chance, and the guſts 
of oppoſition, ought to make ſome im- 

ovements in the chart of life, by mark - 
ing the rocks on which he has been 
daſhed, and the ſhallows where he has 
been ſtranded. 

The error into which I was betrayed, 


when cuſtom firſt gave me up to my 


own direction, is very frequently inci- 
dent to the quick, the ſprightly, the 
fearleſs, and the gay; to all whoſe ar- 
dour hurries them into precipitate execu- 
tion of their deſigns, and imprudent de- 
claxation of their opinions; who ſeldom 
count the coſt of pleaſure, or examine 
the diſtant conſequences of any practice 
that flatters them with immediate grati- 
fication, | 

I came forth into the crowded world 
with the uſual juvenile ambition, and de- 
fred nothing beyond the title of a wit. 
Money I conſidered as below my care; 
for I ſaw ſuch multitudes grow rich 
without underſtanding, that I could not 
forbear to look on wealth as an acquiſi- 
tion eaſy to induſtry directed by genius, 
and therefore threw it aſide as a ſecon- 
dary convenience, to be procured when 
my principal wiſh ſhould be ſatisfied, and 
the claim to intellectual excellence uni- 
verſally acknowledged. 

With this view I regulated my beha- 
viour in publick, and exerciſed my me- 
My life was di- 
xided between the care of providing 
topicks for the entertainment of my 
company, and that of collecting com- 

any worthy to be entertained; for I 


bon found, that wit, hke every other 


power, has it's boundaries; that it's ſuc- 


\ 


for a time enjoyed the felicity of diſturb. 


Francis: 


ceſs depends upon the aptitude of other 
to receive impreſſions; and that as ſome 
bodies, indifloluble by heat, can ſet the 
furnace and crucible at defiance, there 
are minds upon which the rays of fancy 
may be pointed without effe&, and which 
no fire of ſentiment can agitate or exalt, 

It was, however, not long before l 
fitted myſelf with a ſet of companions 
who knew how to laugh, and to whom 
no other recommendation was neceſſary 
than the power of ſtriking out a jeſt, 
Among thoſe I fixed my reſidence, and 


ing the neighbours every night with the 
obſtreperous applauſe which my allies 
forced from the audience. The repu- 
tation of our club every day increaſed, 
and as my flights and remarks werecir- 
culated by my admirers, every day 
brought new ſolicitations for admiſſion 
into our ſociety. | 

To ſupport the perpetual fund ef 
merriment, I frequented every place of 
concourſe, cultivated the acquaintance 
of all the faſhionable race, and paſſed 
the day in a continual ſucceſſion of viſits, 
in which I collected a treaſure of pleas 
ſantry for the expences of the evening, 
Whatever error of conduct I could dif- 
cover, whatever peculiarity of manner 
I could obſerve, whatever weakneſs was 
betrayed by confidence, whatever laple 
was ſuffered by negle&, all was draw" 
together for the diverſion of my will 
companions, who, when they had been 
2 the art of ridicule, never failed 
to ſignalize themſelves by a zealous imi- 
tation, and filled the town on the enſu- 
ing day with ſeandal and vexation, with 
merriment and ſhame. 

I can ſcarcely believe, when I recolke 
my own practice, that I could have been 
ſo far deluded with petty praiſe, à8 1g 


divulge the ſecrets of truſt, and to expo 
the levities of frankneſs; w vario 


walks of the cautions, and ſurprize the 
ſecurity. of the thoughtleſs. Yet it is 
tertain, that for many years I heard no- 
thing but with defign to tell it, and ſaw 
nothing with any other curioſity than 
after ſome failure that might furniſh out 
a jeſt. 

My heart, indeed, acquits me of a de. 
liberate malignity, or intereſted inſidi- 
oulneſs. I had no other purpoſe than 
to heighten the pleaſure of laughter by 
communication, nor ever raiſed any pe- 
cuniary. advantage from the calamities 
of others. I led weakneſs and negligence 
into difficulties, only that I might divert 
myſelf with their perplexities and diſ- 
treſſes; and violated every law of friend- 
ſhip, with no other hope than that of 
gaining the reputation of ſmartneſs and 
"Tons not be underſtood to 
myſelf with my crimes of the atrocious 
or deſtructive kind. I never betrayed 
an heir to gameſters, or a girl to de- 
bauchees ; never intercepted the kindneſs 
of a patron, or ſported away the reputa- 
tion of innocence. My delight was only 
in petty miſchief and momentary vexa- 
tions, and my acuteneſs was employed 
not upon fraud and oppreſſion which it 
had been meritorious to detect, but upon 
harmleſs ignorance or abſurdity, preju- 
dice or miſtake. 

This enquiry I purſued with fo much 
diligence and ſagacity, that I was able 
to relate, of every man I knew, ſome 
blunder or miſcarriage; to betray the 
moſt circumſpect of my friends into 
follies, by a judicious flattery of his pre- 

ominant paſſion ; or expoſe him to con- 
tempt, by placing him in circumſtances 

ch put his prejudices into action, 
brought to view his natural defects, or 
drew the attention of the company on 
his airs of affectation. | 

The 1 rn had been poſſeſſed in vain 
if it had never been exerted; and it was 
not my cuſtom to let any arts of jocu- 
larity remain unemployed. My impa- 
tience of applauſe brought me always 
early to the place of entertainment; and 
I ſeldom failed to lay a ſcheme with the 
imall knot that firſt gathered round me, 
by which fome of thoſe whom we ex- 
peited might be made ſubſervient to our 
port. Every man has ſome favourite 
topick of converſation, on which, by a 
krigned friouſneſs of attention, he may 

drawn to expatiate without end. 

Every man has Ges habitual' contor- 
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tion of body, or eſtabliſhed mode of ex- 

ion, which never fails to raiſe mirth 
if it be pointed out to notice, By pro- 
motions of theſe particularities I ſecured 
our pleaſantry. Our companion entered 
with his uſual gaiety, and began to par- 


take of our noiſy cheerfulneſs, when the 


converſation was ya” rm diverted 
to a ſubje& which preſſed upon his ten- 
der part, and extorted the expected 
ſhrug, the cuſtomary exclamation, or 
the predicted remark. A general cla- 
mour of joy then burſt from all that 
were admitted to the ftratagem. Our 
mirth was often increaſed by the triumph 
of him who occaſioned it; for as we do 
not haſtily form concluſions againſt our- 
ſelves, ſeldom any one ſuſpected, that 
he had Gol us otherwiſe than by 
his wit, 

You will hear, I believe, with very 
little ſurprize, that by this conduct I had 
in a ſhort time united mankind againſt 
me, and that every tongue was diliger t 
in prevention or revenge. I ſoon per- 
ceived myſelf regarded with malevolence 
or diſtruſt, but wondered what had been 


diſcovered in me either terrible or hate. - 


ful. I had invaded ne man's pro 
I had rivalled no man's deine Kate, 
ever engaged in any of thoſe attempts 
which provoke the jealouſy of ambition, 
or the rage of faction. I had lived but 
to laugh, and make others laugh; and 
believed that I was loved by all who 
careſſed, and favoured by all who ap- 
plauded me. I never imagined, that he 
who, in the mirth of a nocturnal revel, 
concurred in ridiculing his friend, would 
conſider, in a _ hour, _ — -—7 
trick might be played agai imſelf; 
or — a * no ſenſe of 
danger, the natural pride of human 
nature riſes againſt him, who by gene- 
ral cenſures lays claim to general ſupe - 
riority. | 

I was convinced, by a total deſertion, 
of the impropriety of my conduct; every 
man avoided, and cautioned others to 
avoid me. Wherever I came, I found 
ſilence and dejection, coldneſs and ter- 
ror. No one would venture to ſpeak, 
leſt he ſhould lay himſelf open to unfa- 
vourable repreſentations ; the company, 
however numerous, dropped off at my 
entrance upon various pretences; and if 


I retired to avoid the ſhame of being left, 


I heard confidence and mirth revive at 
my departure. 

If thoſe whom I had thus offended, 
3D could 
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could have contented themſelves with re- 
paying one inſult for another; and kept 
up the war only by a reciprocation of 
ſarcaſms, they might have perhaps vexed, 
but would never much have hurt me; 
for no man heartily hates him at whom 
he can laugh. But theſe wounds which 
they give me as they fly, are without cure; 
this alarm which they ſpread by their ſo- 


licitude to eſcape me, exclude me from 
all friendſhip and from all pleaſure; 1 
am condemned to paſs a long interval 
of my life in ſolitude, as a man ſu- 
ſpected of infection is refuſed admiſſion 
into cities; and muſt linger in obſcurity, 
till my conduct ſhall convince the world, 
that I may beapproached without hazard, 

I am, &c. DicacuLys, 


Ne CLXXV. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1751, 


R ARI QUIPPE BONT, NUMERO MNT SUNT TOTIDEM QUOT 


THEBARUM PORT, VEL DIVITIS OSTIA NILI. 


Juv. 


Soo MEN ARE SCARCE, THE JUST ARE THINLY SOWN 5 

' THEY THRIVE BUT ILL, NOR CAN THEY LAST WHEN GROWN, 
AND SHOULD WE COUNT THEM, AND OUR STORE COMPILE 
YET THEBES MORE GATES COULD SHEW, MORE MOUTHS THE NILF, 


ONE of the axionis of wiſdom 
which recommend the ancient ſages 
to veneration, ſeems to have required leſs 
extent of knowledge, or perſpicacity of 
penetration, than the remark of Bias, 
that © & wales xaxz—the majority are 
s wicked.” 

The _—y of mankind is ſo eaſily 

e 


diſcoverable, that nothing but the deſert 


or the cell can exclude it from notice. 
The knowledge of crimes intrudes un- 
called and undeſired. They whom their 
abſtraftien from common occurrences 


- hinders from ſeeing iniquity, will quick- 


ly have their -attention awakened by 
feeling it. Even he who ventures not 
into the world, may learn it's corruption 


In his cloſet. For what are treatiſes of 


morality, but perſuaſives to the practice 
of duties, for which noarguments would 
be neceſſary, but that we are continually 
tempted to violate or neglect them? 
What are all the records of hiſtory, but 
narratives of ſucceſſive villanies, of trea- 
ſons and uſurpations, maſſacres and 
wars ? 


Bur, perhaps, the excellence of apho- 


riſms conſiſts not ſo much in the expreſ- 
ſion of ſome rare or abſtruſe ſentiment, 
as in the comprehenſion of ſome obvious 
and uſeful truth in a few words. We 
frequently fall into error and folly, not 
becauſe the true principles of action are 
not known, but becauſe, for a time, they 


are not remembered; and he may there- 


fore be juſtly numbered among the be- 
ne factors of mankind, who contracts the 


*, 


Caren. 


great rules of life into ſhort ſentences, 
that may be eaſily impreſſed on the me- 
mory, and taught by frequent recollec- 
tion to recur habitually to the mind, 

However thoſe who have paſſed 
through half the life of man may now 
wonder that any ſhould require to be 
cautioned 2 corruption, they will 
find that have themſelves pur- 
chaſed their conviction by many diſap- 
1 and vexations, which an ear - 

ier knowledge would have ſpared them; 
and may ſee, on every ſide, ſome en- 
tangling themſelves in perplexities, and 
ſome ſinking into ruin, by ignorance oc 
* of the maxim of Bias. 
very day ſends out, in queſt of plea- 
ſure and diſtinction, ſome heir fondled 
in ignorance, and flattered into pride. 
He comes forth with all the confidence 
of a ſpirit unacquainted with ſuperiors, 
and all the benevolence of a mind not 
8 by oppoſition, alarmed by 
raud, or embittered by cruelty. He 
loves all, becauſe he imagines himcl! 
the univerſal favourite. Every exchange 
of ſalutation produces new acquaintance, 
and every acquaintance kindles inte 
friendſhip. 

Every ſeaſon brings a new flight of 
beauties into the world, who have hi- 
therto heard only of their own charms, 
and imagine that the heart feels no pal. 
ſion but that of love. They are ſoon 
ſurrounded by admirers whom they cre- 
dit, becauſe they tell them only what 1s 
keard with delight, Whoever oe 

upol 


1 
[ 
| 


Vida, a man of conſiderable {kill in 
the politicks of literature, directs his 
pupil wholly to abandon his defence, 
— even when he can irrefragably re- 
fute all objections, to ſuffer tamely the 
exultations of his antagoniſt. 

This rule may perhaps be juſt, when 
advice is aſked, and ſeverity ſolicited, 
becauſe no man tells his opinion ſo free- 
ly as when he imagines it received with 
implicit veneration; and criticks ought 
never to be conſulted, but while errors 
may yet be rectified or inſipidity ſup- 

reſſed. But when the book has once 
diſmiſſed into the world, and can 
be no more retouched, I know not whe- 
ther a very different conduct ſhould not 
be preſcribed, and whether firmneſs and 
ſpirit may not ſometimes be of uſe to 
overpower arrogance and repel bruta- 
lity. Softneſs, diffidence, and mode- 
ration, will often be miſtaken for im- 
becility and dejection; they lure cow- 
ardice to the attack by the hopes of eaſy 
victory; and it will ſoon be found that 
he whom every man thinks he can con- 
quer, ſhall never be at peace, 


The animadverſions of criticks are 


commonly ſuch as may eaſily provoke 
the ſedateſt writer to ſome quickneſs of 
reſentment and aſperity of reply. A 
man who by long conſideration has fa- 
miliariſed a ſubje& to his own mind, 
carefully ſurveyed the ſeries of his 
thoughts, and planned all the parts of 
his compoſition into a regular depend- 
ance on each other, will often ſtart at 
the ſiniſtrous interpretations, or abſurd 
remarks, of haſte and ignorance, and 
wonder by what infatuation they have 
been led away from the obvious ſenſe, 
and upon what peculiar principles of 
iy ne they decide againſt him. 

e eye of the intellect, like that of 
the body, is not equally perfe& in all, 
nor equally adapted in any to all objects; 
the end of criticiſm is to ſupply it's de- 
fefts ; rules are the inſtruments of men- 
tal vifion, which may indeed aſſiſt our 


faculties when properly uſed, but pro- 
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duce confuſion and obſcurity by unſkil- 
ful application. 

Some ſeem always to read with the 
microſcope of criticiſm, and employ 
their whole attention upon minute ele- 
gance, or faults ſcarcely viſible to com- 
mon obſervation. The diſſonance of a 
{yllable, the recurrence of the ſame 
Grand. the repetition of a particle, the 
ſmalleſt deviation from propriety, the 
{lighteſt defect in conſtruftionor arrange - 
ment, {well before their eyes into enor- 
mities. As they diſcern with great ex- 
actneſs, they comprehend but a narrow 
compaſs, and know nothing of the juſt- 
neſs of the deſrgn, the general ſpirit of 
the performance, the artifice of con- 
nection, or the harmony of the parts; 
they never conceive how ſmall a propor- 
tion that which they are buſy in con- 
templating bears to the whole, or how 
the petty accuracies with which they 
are offended, are abſorbed and loſt in 
general excellence. 

Others are furniſhed by criticiſm with 
a teleſcope. They ſee with great clear- 
neſs whatever is too remote to be diſco- 
vered by the reſt of mankind, but are 
totally blind to all that lies immediately 
before them. They diſcover in every 
paſſage ſome ſecret meaning, ſome re- 
mote alluſion, ſome artful allegory, or 
ſome occult imitation which no other 
reader ever ſuſpected ; but they have no 
— 4 of the cogency of arguments, 
the force of pathetick ſentiments, the 
various colours of diction, or the flow- * 
ery embelliſhments of fancy ; of all that 
engages the attention of others, they are 
totally inſenſible, while they pry into 
worlds of conjecture, and A= them 
ſelves with phantoms in the clouds. 

In criticiſm, as in every other art, 
we fail ſometimes by our weakneſs, but 
more frequently by our fault. We are 
ſometimes bewildered by ignorance, and 
ſometimes by prejudice, but we ſeldom 
deviate far from the right, but when we 
deliver ourſelyes up to the direction of 
vanity. 
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Ne CLXXVII. TUESDAY, 


NOVEMBER 26, 1751. 


TURPE EST DIFFICILES HABERE NUGAS» 


Man. 


THOSE THINGS WRICH NOW SEEM FRIVOLOVS AND SLIGHT, 
WILL BE OF SERIOUS CONSEQUENCE TO You, 
WHEN THEY HAVE MADE YOU ONCE RIDICULOUS. 


TO THE RAMBLER. 
SIR, 
HEN] was, at the uſual time, 
about to enter upon the pro- 
feſſion to which my friends had deſ- 
tined me, heing ſummoned, by the death 
of my father, into the country, I found 
myſelf maſter of an unexpected ſum of 
money, and of an eſtate, which though 
not large, was, in my opinion, ſuffici- 
ent to ſupport me in a condition far 
preferable to the fatigue, dependance, 
and uncertainty, of any gainful occupa- 
tion. I therefore reſolved to devote the 
reſt of my life whelly to curiofity, and 
without any confinement of my excur- 
ſions, or termination of my views, to 
wander over the boundleſs regions of 
general knowledge. 
This ſcheme of life ſeemed pregnant 
with inexhauſtible yariety, and there- 
fore I could not forbear to congratulate 
myſelf upon the wiſdom of my choice, 
I furniſhed a large room with all con- 
'veniencies for ſtudy ; collected books of 
every kind; quitted every ſcience at the 
firſt perception of diſguſt; returned to 
it again as ſoon as my former ardour hap- 
ened to revive; and having no rival to 
eprefs me by compariſon, nor any cri- 
tick to alarm me with objeCtions, I ſpent 
day after day in profound franquillity, 
with only ſo much complacence in my 
own improvements, as ſerved to excite 
and animate my application. 
Thus I lived for ſome years with 
complete acquieſcence in my own plan 
of conduct, rifing early to read, and 


dividing the latter part of the day be- 


tween economy, exerciſe, and reflection. 
But in time I began to find my mind 
contracted and ftiffened by ſolitude. 
My eaſe and elegance were ſenſibly im- 
aired ; I was no longer able to accom- 
modate myſelf with readineſs to the ac- 
cidental current of converſation, m 
notions grew particular and paradoxical, 


and my phraſeology formal and un- 


RoscoMMoN, 


faſhionablez I ſpoke, on common oc. 
caſions, the language of books, My 
quickneſs of apprehenſion, and celerity 
of reply, hadentirely deſerted me ; when 
delivered my opinion, or detailed my 
knowledge, I was bewildered by an un- 
ſeaſonable interrogatory, diſconcerted 
by any ſlight oppoſition, and over. 
whelmed and loſt in dejection when the 
ſmalleſt advantage was gained againſt 
me in diſpute, I became deciſive and 
nr impatient of contradiction, 
perpetually jealous of my character, in. 
ſolent to ſuch as acknowledged my ſu- 
periority, and ſullen and malignant to 
all who refuſed to receive my AiDates, 

This I ſoon diſcovered to be one of 
thoſe intelleQual diſeaſes which a wile 
man ſhould make haſte to cure. I there, 
fore reſolved for a time to ſhut my 
books, and learn again the art of con-. 
verſation; to defecate and clear my mind 
by- briſker motions, and ſtronger im- 
pulſes; and to unite myſelf once more 
to the living generation. 

For this purpoſe I haſted to London, 
and entreated one of my academical ac- 
quaintances to introduce me into ſome 
of the little ſocieties of literature which 
are formed in taverns and coffee-houſes. 
He was pleaſed with an opportunity of 
ſhewing me to his friends, and ſoon ob- 
tained me admiffion among a ſelect com- 
pany of curious men, who met once 2 
week to exhilarate their ſtudies, and 
compare their acquiſitions, f 

The eldeſt and moſt venerable of this 
ſociety was Hirſutus, who, after the firſt 
civikties of my reception, found means 
to introduce the mention of his favou- 
rite ſtudies, by a ſevere cenſure of thoſe 
who want the due regard for their na- 
tive country. He informed me, that 
he had early withdrawn his attention 

from foreign trifles, and that fince he 
begun to addict his mind to ſerious and 
manly ſtudies, he had very carefully 
amaſſed all the Engliſh books that w 
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upen them is a lover; and whoever forces 
a ſigh, is pining in 1 

Je ſurely is a uſetul monitor who 
inculcates to theſe thoughtleſs ſtrangers, 
that the majority are wicked ; who in- 
forms them, that the train which wealth 
and beauty draw after them, is lured 
only by the ſcent of and that 
perhaps, among all thoſe who crowd 
about them with profeſſions and flatte- 
ries, there is not one who does not hope 
for ſome opportunity to qevour or be- 
tray them, to glut himſelf by their de- 
ſtruction, or to ſhare their ſpoils with a 

ſavage. 

1 3 reſented ſingly to the imagi- 
nation or the reaſon, 1s ſo well recom- 
mended by it's own graces, and ſo 
trongly ſupported by arguments, that 
a good man wonders how any can be 
badz and they who are ignorant of the 


force of paſſion and intereſt, who never 


obſerved the arts of ſeduction, the con- 
tagion of example, the gradual deſcent 
from one crime to another, or the inſen, 
ible depravation of the principles by 
looſe conyerſation, naturally expect to 
find integrity in every boſom, and vera- 
city on every t e. 

t is :ndeed impoſlible not to hear 
from thoſe who have lived longer, of 
wrongs and falſehoods, of violence and 
circumvention ; but ſuch narratives are 
commonly regarded by the young, the 
heady, and the confident, as nothing 
more than the murmurs of peeviſhneſs, 
or the dreams of dotage; and notwith- 
ſtanding all the documents of hoary wiſ- 
dom, we commonly plunge into the 
world fearleſs and credulous, without 
any foreſight of danger, or apprehenſion 

deceit. 

I have remarked, in a former paper, 
that credulity is the common failing of 
unexperienced virtue; and that he who 
15 8 ſuſpicious, may be juſt- 
iy charged with radical corruption; for 
if he has not known the prevalence of 
diſnoneſty by information, nor had time 
to obſerve it with his own eyes, whence 
can he take his meaſures of judgment 
os himſelf? s = 

who beſt deſerve to eſcape t 
ſnares of artifice, are moſt likely" to be 
entangled. He that endeavaurs to live 
for od of others, muſt always be 
expoſed to the arts of them who live only 
for themſelves, unleſs he is taught by 
5 precepts the caution required in 
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common tranſactions, and ſhewn at a 
diſtance the pitfals of treachery. 

To youth, therefore, it ſhould be care · 
fully inculcated, that to enter the road 
of life without caution or reſerve, in ex- 
pectation of general fidelity and juſtice, 
is to launch on the wide ocean without 
the inſtruments of ſteerage, and to hope 
that every wind will be' proſperous, and 
that every coaſt will afford a harbour. 

To enumerate the various motives to 
deceit and injury, would be to count all 
the deſires that prevail among the ſons 
of men; ſince there is no ambition how- 
ever petty, no wiſh however abſurd, that 
by indulgence will not be enabled to 
overpower the influence of virtue, Many 
there are, who openly and almoſt pro- 
feſſedly regulate all their conduct by 
their love of money; who have no rea- 
ſon for action or forbearance, for com- 
pliance or refuſal, than that they hope 
to gain more by one than by the other. 
'Fheſe are indeed the meaneſt and crueleſt 
of human beings, a race with whom, as 
with ſome peſtiterous animals, the whole 
creation ſeems to be at war ; but who, 
however deteſted or ſcorned, long con- 
tinue to add heap to heap, aud when they 
have reduced one to beggary, are Fei 
permitted to faſten on another, 

Others, yet leſs rationally wieked, 
paſs their lives in miſchief, becauſe they 
cannot bear the ſight of ſucceſs, and 
mark out every man for hatred whoſe 
fame or fortune they believe increaſing, 

Many, who have not advanced to 
theſe degrees of guilt, are vet wholly 
unqualified for friendſhip, and unable 
to maintain any conſtant or regular courſe 
of kindneſs. Happineſs may be deſtroy- 
ed not only by union with the man wh | 
is apparently the ſlave of intereſt, but 
with him whom a wild opinion of the 
dignity of 1 in whatever 
cauſe, diſpoſes to purſue every injury 
with unwearied and "peri relent- 
ment; with him whole vanity inclines 
him to conſider every man as a rival in 
every pretenſion; with him whoſe airy 
negligence puts his friend's affairs or 
ſecrets in continual hazard, ' and who 
thinks his forgetfulneſs of others excu- 
ſed by his inattention to himſelf; and 
with him whoſe inconſtancy ranges with- 
out-any ſettled rule of choice through 
varieties of friendſhip, and who adopts 
and diſmiſſes favourites by the ſudden 
impulſe of caprice. 
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Thus numerous are the dangers to 
which the converſe of mankind expoſes 
us, and which can be avoided only by 
prudent diſtruſt. He therefore that, re- 
membering this ſalutary maxim, learns 


early to withhold his fondnefs from fair 
appearances, will have reaſon to pa 

ſome honours to Bias of Priene, wha 
enabled hum to become wiſe without, the 


colt of experience. 
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— AO SUSPENDERE ADUNCO0., 


Hom. 


ON ME YOU TURN THE NOS I, comms 


HERE are many vexatious acci- 
dents and uneaſy fituations which 
raiſe little compaſſion for the ſufferer, 
and which no man but thoſe whom they 
immediately diſtreſs can regard with ſe- 
riouſneſs. Petty miſchiefs that have no 
influence on futurity, nor extend their 
effects to the reſt of life, are always ſeen 
with a kind of malicious pleaſure. A 
miſtake or embarraſſment, which for the 
reſent moment fills the face with 
luſhes, and the mind with confuſion, 
will have no other effect upon thoſe who 
obſerve it than that of convulſing them 
with irreſiſtible laughter, Some circum- 
ſtances of miſery are ſo powerfully ridi- 
culous, that neither kindneſs nor duty 
can withſtand them; they bear down 
love, intereſt, and reverence, and force 
the friend, the dependent, or the child, 
to give way to — motions of 
merriment. 

Among the principal of comick cala- 
mities, may be reckoned the pain which 
an author, not yet hardened into inſen- 
„ fGbility, feels at the onſet of a furious 
critick, whoſe age, rank, or fortune, 
gives him confidence to {| without 
reſerye ; who heaps one objection upon 
another, and obtrudes his remarks, and 
enforces his corrections, without tender - 
neſs or awe. 

The author, full of the importance of 
his work, and anxious for the juſtifica- 
tion of every ſyllable, ſtarts and kindles 
at the ſlighteſt attack; the critick, eager 
to eſtabliſh his ſuperiority, triumphing 
in every diſcoyery of failure, and zea- 
lous to impreſs the cogency of his 
arguments, purſues him from line to 
line without ceſſation or remorſe, - The 
critick, who hazards little, proceeds 
with vehemence, impetuoſity, and fear- 
leſſneſs; the author, whole quiet and 


fame, and life and immortality, are in. 
volved in the controverſy, tries every 
art of ſubterfuge and defence; maintain 
modeſtly what he reſolves never to yield, 
and yields unwillingly what cannot be 
maintained, The critick's purpoſe is 
to conquer, the author only hopes to eſ- 
cape ; the critick therefore knits hig 
brow, and raiſes his voice, and rejoices 
whenever he perceives any tokens of 
pain excited by the preſſure of his aſſer. 
tions, or the point of his ſarcaſms. The 
author, whoſe endeavour is at once to 
mollify and elude his perſecutor, com- 
poſes his features and ſoftens his ac- 
cent, breaks the force of aſſault by re- 
treat, and rather ſteps aſide than flies or 
advances. 

As 5 very ſeldom happens that the 
rage of extem criticiulm infficts fa. 
tal or laſtin 72. J know not that 
the laws of benevolence entitle this dif. 
treſs to much ſympathy. The diverſion 
of baiting an author has the ſanction of 
all ages and nations, and is more law- 
ful than the 8 of teizing other ani- 
mals, becauſe, for the moſt part, he 
comes voluntarily to the ſtake, furniſhed, 
as he imagines, by the patron powers 
of literature, with reſiſtleſs weapons, and 
impenetrable armour, with the mail of 
the boar of Erymanth, and the paws of 
the lion of Nemea. 

But the works of genius are ſome- 
times produced by other motives than 
vanity ; and he whom neceſſity or du 
enforces to write, is not always ſo well 
ſatisfied with himſelf, as not to be diſ- 
couraged by cenſorious impudence. It 
may therefore be neceſſary to conſider 
how they whom publication Jays open 
to the inſults of ſuch as their ohe 
ſeeutes againſt repriſals, may extricate 
themſelves from unexpected * 
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inted in the black character. This 
— he had purſued ſo diligently, 
that he was able to ſhew the deficiencies 
of the beſt catalogues. He had long 
ſince completed his Caxton, had three 


ſheets of Treveris unknown to the an- 


tiquaries, and wanted to a perfect Pyn- 
ſon but two volumes, of which one 
was promiſed him as a legacy by it's 

eſent poſſeſſor, and the other he was 
reſolved to buy, at whatever price, when 

uiſquilius's library ſhould be fold. 
Hitſutùs had no other reaſon for the va- 
luing or fighting a book, than that it 
was printed in the Roman or the Gothick 
letter, nor any ideas but ſuch as his fa- 
vourite volumes had ſupplied ; when he 
was ſerious, he expatiated on the nar- 
ratives of Johan de Treviſa, and, when 
he was merry, regaled us with a quo- 
tation from the Shippe of Foles. 

While I was liſtening to this hoary 
ſtudent, Ferratus entered in a hurry; 
and informed us, with the abruptneſs of 
extaly, that his ſet of halfpence was 
now complete; he had juſt received, in a 
handful of change, the piece that he had 
ſo long been ſeeking, and could now 
defy mankind to outgo his collection of 
Engliſh copper. 

Chartophiylax then obſerved how fa- 
tally human ſagacity was ſometimes bat- 
fled, and how often the moſt valuable 
diſcoveries are made by chance. He 
had employed himſelf and his emiſſaries 
ſeven years at great expence, to perfect 
his ſeries of Gazettes, but had long 
wanted a fingle paper, which, when he 
deſpaired of obtaining it, was ſent him 
wrapped round a parcel of tobacco. 

Cantilenus turned all his thoughts' 
upon old ballads, for he conſidered them 
as the genuine records of the national 
taſte. He offered to ſhew mea copy of 
The Children in the Wood, which 
he firmly believed to be of the firſt edi- 
tion, and by the help of which the text 
might be freed from ſeveral corruptions, 
if this age of barbarity had any claim to 
fuch favours from him. 

Many were admitted into this ſociety 
as inferior members; becauſe they had 
collected old prints and neglected pam- 
phlets, or poſſeſſed ſome fragment of an- 
tiquity, as the ſeal ot an ancient corpo- 
ration, the charter of a religious houſe, 
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the genealogy of a family extinct, or a 
letter written in the reign of Elizabeth, 


Every one of theſe virtuoſos looked 


on all his aſſociates as wretches of de- 
praved taſte and narrow notions. Their 
converſation was, therefore, fretful and 
waſpiſh, their behaviour brutal, their 
merriment bluntly ſarcaſtick, and their 
ſeriouſneſs gloomy and ſuſpicious. They 
were totally ignorant of all that paſſes, or 
has lately paſſed, in the world; unable 
to diſcuſs any queſtion of religious, po- 
litical, or military knowledge; equally 
ſtrangers to ſcience and politer learning, 
and without any wiſh to improve their 
minds, or any other pleaſure than that 
of diſplaying rarities, of which they 
would not ſuffer others to make the pro- 
per ule. 

Hirſutus graciouſly informed me, that 
the number of their ſociety was limited, 
but that I might ſometimes attend as an 
auditor. I was pleaſed to find myſelf 
in no danger of an honour which I 
could not — willingly accepted, nor 
gracetully refuſed, and left them without 
any attention of returning; for I ſoon 


found, that the ſuppreſſion of thoſe ha- 


bits with which I was vitiated, required 
aſſociation. with men very different from 
this ſolemn race. 


I am, Sir, &c. 
VIVACULUS. 


It is natural to feel grief or jindigna- 
tion when any thing, neceſſary or uſe- 
ful, is wantonly waſted, or negligentiy 
deſtroyed; and therefore my correſpon - 
dent cannot be blamed for looking with 
uneaſineſs on the waſte of life. Leiſure 
and curloſity might ſoon make great ad- 
vances in uſeful knowledge, were they 
not diverted by minute emulation and 
laborious trifles. It may, however, 
ſomewhat mollify his anger, to reflect, 
that perhaps none of the aſſembly which 
he deſcribes, was capable of any nobler 
employment, and that he who does his 
beſt, however little, is always to be dif- 
tinguiſhed from him who does nothing, 
Whatever buſies the mind without cor- 
rupting it, has at leaſt this uſe, that it 
reſcues the day from idleneſs, and he 
that is never idle will not often be vi- 
eious. | 
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No CLXXVIII. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1751. 


ARS SANITATIS VELLE SANARIA FUIT. 


SENECA.» 


TO YIELD TO REMEDIES 1S HALF THE CURE. 


PH is reported to 
have required from thoſe whom 
he inſtructed in philoſophy a probation- 


_ ary ſilence of five years. Whether this 


prohibition of ſpeech extended to all the 


wy of this time, as ſeems generally to 


ſuppoſed, or was to be obſerved only 
in the ſchool or in the preſence of their 
maſter, as is more probable, it was ſuf- 
ficient to diſcover the p ipil's diſpoſition; 
to try whether hie was willing to pay the 


price of learnivg, or whether he was one 


of thoſe whoſe: ardour was rather violent 
than laſting, and who expected to grow 
wiſe on other: terms than thoſe of patience 
and obedierv:e. 

Many of the bleſſings univerſally de- 
Gred are very frequently wanted, be- 
cuuſe moſt men, wh they ſhould la- 
bour, content themſelves to complain, 
and rather linger in a ſtate in which they 
cannot be at reſt, than improve their 
condition by vigour and reſolution. 

Providence has fixed the limits of hu- 
man enjoyment by immoveable boun- 
daries, and has 21 different gratifica- 


tions at ſuch a diſtance from each other, 


that no art or power can bring them to- 
gether. This great law it is the buſi- 


. neſs of every rational being to under- 


ſtand, that life may not paſs away in 
an attempt to make contradictions con- 
ſiſtent, to combine oppoſite qualities, and 
to unite things which the nature of their 


you muſt always keep aſunder. 
O 


two objects tempting at a diſtance 
on contrary ſides, it is impoſſible to 4 
proach one but by receding from the 
other; by long deliberation and dilatory 
projects they may be both loſt, but can 
never be both gained. It is, therefore, 
neceſſary to compare - them, and when 
we have determined the preference, to 
withdraw our eyes and our thoughts at 


once from that which reaſon directs us 


to reject. This is the more neceſſary, if 
that which we are forſaking has the 

ower of delighting the ſenſes, or fire- 
mg the fancy, He that once turns aſide 
to the allurements of unlawful pleaſure, 
can have no ſecurity that he ſhall ever 


Tegain the paths of virtue. 


The philoſophick goddeſs of Boethius, 
having related the ſtary of Orpheus, 
who, when he had recovered his wite 
from the dominions of death, loſt her 
again by looking back upon her in the 
confines of light, concludes with a very 
elegant and forcible application. Who- 
© ever you are that endeavour to elevate 
© your minds to the illuminations of 
Heaven, conſider yourſelves as repre- 
© ſented in this fable; for he that is 
© once ſo far overcome as to turn back 
© his eyes towards the infernal caverns, 
* Joſes at the firſt ſight all that influ- 
© ence which attracted him on high. 


Vos hc fabula reſpicit, 
Quicunque in ſuperum diem 
Mentem ducere quzritis. 
Nam qui Tartareum in ſpecus 
Victus lumina flexerit, 
Quidquid præcipuum trahit, 
Perdit, dum videt infeross 


It may be obſerved in general, that 
the future is purchaſed by the preſent. 
It is not poſſible to ſecure diſtant or per- 
manent happineſs but by the forbearance 
of ſome immediate gratification. This 
is ſo evidently true with regard to the 
-whole of our exiſtence, that all the pre- 
cepts of . theology have no other ten- 
dency than to enforce a life of faith; 2 
life regulated. not by our ſenſes but our 
belief; alife in which pleaſures are to be 
refuſed for fear of inviſible puniſhments, 
and calamities ſometimes to be ſought, 
and always endured, in hope of rewards 
that ſhall be obtained in another ftate. 

Even if we take into our view only 
that particle of our duration which is 
terminated by the grave, it will be found 
that we cannot enjoy one part of lite be- 
yond the common limitations of plei- 
ſure, but by anticipating ſome or tht 
ſatisfaction which ſhould exhilarate the 
following years. The heat of your 
may ſpread happineſs into wild Juxuri- 
ance, but the radical vigour requiſite to 
make it perennial is exhauſted, and al} 
that ean be hoped afterwards is lang" 
and ſterility. 


The 
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The reigning error of mankind is, 
that we are not content with the condi- 
tions on which the goods of life are 
granted. No man is inſenſible of the 
value of knowledge, the advantages of 
health, or the convenience of plenty, 
but every day ſhews us thoſe on whom 
the conviction is without effect. 

Knowledge is praiſed and defired by 
multitudes whom her charms could ne- 
ver rouſe from the couch of ſloth; whom 
the fainteſt invitation of pleaſure draws 
away from their ſtudies ; to whom any 
other method of wearing out the day is 
more eligible than the ute of books, and 
who are more eaſily engaged by any con- 
yerſation, than ſuch as may rectify their 
notions or enlarge their comprehenſion, 

Every man that has felt pain, knows 
how little all other comforts can glad- 
den him to whom health is denied. Yet 
who is there does not ſometimes hazard 
it for the enjoyment of an hour? All 
aſſemblies of jollity, all places of pub- 
lick entertainment, exhibit examples of 
ſtrength waſting in riot, and beauty 
withering in irregularity; nor is it eaſy to 
enter a houſe in which part of the family 
is not groaning in repentance of paſt in- 
temperance, and part admitting diſeaſe 
by negligence, or ſoliciting it by luxury, 

There is no pleaſure which men of 
every age and ſe& have more generally 
agreed to mention with contempt, than 
the gratifications of the palate ; an en- 
tertainment ſo far removed from intel- 
lectual happineſs, that ſcarcely the moſt 
ſhameleſs of the ſenſual herd have dared 
to defend it: yet even to this, the low- 
eſt of our delights, to this, though nei- 
ther quick nor laſting, is health with all 
its activity and ſprightlineſs daily ſacri- 
ficed; and for this are half the miſeries 
endured which urge impatience to call 
on death. 
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The whole world is put in motion by 
the wiſh for riches, and the dread of po- 
verty. Who, then, would not imagine 
that ſuch conduct as will inevitably de- 
ſtroy what all are thus labouring to ac- 
quire, muſt generally be avoided ? That 
he who ſpends more than he receives, 
muſt in time become indigent, cannot be 
doubted z; but how evident ſoever this 
conſequence may appear, the ſpendthrift 
moves in the whirl of pleaſure with too 
much rapidity to keep it before his eyes, 
and, in the intoxication of gaiety, grows 
every day poorer without any ſuch ſenſe 
of approaching ruin as is ſufficient to 
wake him into caution, 

Many complaints are made of the 
miſery of life; and indeed it muſt be 
confeſſed that we are ſubje& to calami- 
ties by which the good and bad, the dili- 

nt and ſlothful, the vigilant and heed- 
eſs, are equally afflicted. But ſurely, 
though ſome indulgence may be allowed 
to groans extorted by inevitable miſery, 
no man has a right to repine at evils 
which, againſt warning, againſt experi- 
ence, he deliberately and leiſurely brings 
upon his own head; or to conſider him- 
ſelf as debarred from happineſs by ſuch 
obſtacles as reſolution may break, or 
dexterity may put aſide, 

Great numbers who quarrel with their 
condition, have wanted not the power 
but the will to obtain a better ſtate. 
They have never contemplated the dit- 
ference between good and evil ſufficient- 
ly to quicken averhon, or invigorate 
deſire; they have indulged a drowſy 
thoughtleſſneſs or giddy levity ; have 
committed the balance of choice to the 
management of caprice; and when they 
have long accuſtomed themſelves to re- 
ceive all that chance offered them, with- 
out examination, lament at laſt that they 
find themſelves deceived. 


No CLXXIX. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1757. 


PERPE TUO RISU PULMONEM AGITARE SOLEBAT» 


Juvv. 


DEMOCRITUS WOULD FEED HIS SPLEEN, AND SHAKE 
HIS SIDES AND SHOULDERS TILL HE FELT THEM AKE. 


VERY man, ſays Tully, has 
two characters; one which he 
partakes with all mankind, and by 
which he is diſtinguiſhed from brute 


DRxYDEN. 
animals; another which diſcriminates 
him from the reſt of his own ſpecies, 
and impreſſes on him a manner and 
temper peculiar to himſelf. This par- 
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ticular character, if it be not repugnant 
to the laws of general humanity, it is 
always his buſineſs to cultivate and pre- 
ſerve. 

Every hour furniſhes ſome confirma- 
tion of Tully's precept. It ſeldom hap- 

ns, that an aſſembly of pleaſure is ſo 
Eppit ſelected, but that ſome one finds 

ad ion, with whom the reſt are de- 
ſervedly offended ; and it will appear, 
on a cloſe inſpection, that ſcarce any 
man becomes eminently diſagreeable 
but by a departure from his real charac- 
ter, and an attempt at ſomething for 
which nature or education have left him 
unqualified, 

Ignorance or dulneſs have indeed no 
power of affording delight, but the 
never give diſguſt except when they aſ- 
ſume the dignity of knowledge, or ape 
the ſprightlineſs of wit. Awkwardneſs 
and — nce have none of thoſe at- 
tractions * which eaſe and politeneſs 
take poſſeſſion of the heart; but ridicule 
and cenſure ſeldom riſe againſt them, 
unleſs they appear aſſociated with that 
confidence which belongs only to long 
acquaintance with the modes of life, and 
to conſciouſneſs of unfailing propriety 
of behaviour. Deformity itſelf 1s re- 
| ge with tenderneſs rather than aver- 

on, when it does not attempt to de- 
ceive the ſight by dreſs and decoration, 
and to ſeize upon fictitious claims the 
prerogatives of beauty. 

He that ftands to contemplate the 
crowds that fill the ſtreets of a populous 
city, will ſee many paſſengers whoſe air 
and motion it will be difficult to behold 
without contempt and laughter; but if 
he examines what are the appearances 
that thus powerfully excite his riſibility, 
he will find among them neither poverty 
nor diſeaſe, nor any involuntary or pain- 
ful defect. The diſpoſition to derifion 
and inſult is awakened by the ſoftneſs of 
foppery, the ſwell of inſolence, the live- 
lineſs of levity, or the ſolemnity of 
grandeur; by the ſprightly trip, the ſtate- 
ly ſtalk, the formal ſtrut, and the lofty 
mien; by geſtures intended to catch the 
eye, and by looks elaborately formed as 
evidences of importance. 

It has, I think, been ſometimes urged 
in favour of affectation, that it is only 
a miſtake of the means to a good end, 
and that the intention with which it is 
practiſed is always to pleaſe, If all at- 
tempts to innovate the conſtitutional or 
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habitual character have really proceeded 
from publick ſpirit and love of others, 
the world has hitherto been ſufficiently 
ungrateful, fince no return but ſcorn has 
yet been made to the moſt difficult of 
all enterprizes, a conteſt with nature; 
nor has any pity been ſhown to the fa. 
tigues of labour which never ſucceeded, 
and the uneaſineſs of diſguiſe by which 
nothing was concealed, | 

It ſeems therefore to be determined 
by the general ſuffrage of mankind, that 
he who decks himſelf in adſcititious 
qualities rather purpoſes to command 
applauſe than impart pleaſure; and he 
is therefore treated as a man who by an 
unreaſonable ambition uſurps the place 
in ſociety to which he has no right. 
Praiſe is ſeldom paid with willingneſs 
even to inconteſtible merit, and it can 
be no wonder that he who calls for it 
without deſert is repulſed with univer- 
ſal indignation. 

Affectation naturally counterfeits 
thoſe excellencies which are placed at the 
greateſt diſtance from poſlibility of at- 
tainment. We are conſcious of our 
own defects, and eagerly endeavour to 
ſupply them by artificial excellence; nor 
would ſuch efforts be wholly without 
excuſe, were they not often excited by 
ornamental trifles, which he that thus 
anxiouſly ſtruggles for the reputation of 
poſſeſſing them would not have becn 
known to want, had not his induſtry 
quickened obſervation. 

Gelaſimus paſſed the firſt part of his 
life in academical privacy and rural re- 
tirement, without any other converſa- 
tion than that of Fes May grave, ſtudi- 
ous, and abſtracted as himſelf. He cul- 
tivated the mathematical ſciences with 
indefatigable diligence, diſcovered many 
uſeful theorems, diſcuſſed with great ac- 
curacy the reſiſtance of fluids,and though 
his priority was not generally acknow- 
ledged, was the firſt who fully explained 
all the properties of the catenarian curve. 

Learning, when it riſes to eminence, 
will be obſerved in time, whatever mitts 
may happen to ſurround it. Gelaſimus, 
in his forty-ninth year, was diſtinguiſh- 
ed by thoſe who have the rewards of 
knowledge in their hands, and called 
out todiſplay his acquiſitions for the ho- 
nour of his country, and add dignity 
by his preſence to philoſophical aſſem- 
blies. As he did. not ſuſpe& his unfit- 
neſs for common affairs, he felt no fre- 
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juctance to obey the invitation, and what 
he did not feel he had yet too much ho- 
neſty to 2 * He entered into the 
world as a larger and more populous 
college, where his performances would 
be more publick, and his renown far- 
ther extended; and imagined that he 
ſhould find his reputation univerſally 
prevalent, and the influence of learning 
every where the ſame. 

His merit introduced him to ſplendid 
tables and elegant acquaintance; but he 
did not find himſelf always qualified to 
join in the converſation. He was diſ- 
treſſed by civilities, which he knew not 
how to repay, and entangled in many 
— perplexities, from which his 
books and diagrams could not extricate 
him. He was ſometimes unluckily en- 
gagedin diſputes with ladies, with whom 
algebraic axioms had no great weight, 
and faw many whoſe favour and eſteem 
he could not but deſire, to whom he 
was very little recommended by his 
theories of the tides, or his approxima- 
tions to the quadrature of the circle. 

Gelaſimus did not want penetration 
to diſcover, © that no charm was more 

enerally irreſiſtible than that of eaſy 
— and flowing hilarity. He 
ſaw that diverſion was more frequently 
welcome than improvement, that au- 
thority and ſeriouſneſs were rather fear- 
ed than loved, and that the grave 
ſcholar was a kind of imperious ally, 
haſtily diſmiſſed when his aſſiſtance was 
no longer neceſſary. He came to a 
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ſudden reſolution of throwing off thoſe 
cumbrous ornaments of learning, which 
hindered his reception, and commenced 
a man of wit and jocularity. _ Utterly 
unacquainted with every topick of mer- 
riment, ignorant of the modes and fol- 
lies, the vices and virtues, of mankind, 
and unfurniſhed with any ideas but ſuch 
as Pappus and Archimedes had given 
him, he began to ſilence all enquiries 
with a jeſt inſtead of a ſolution, extend- 
ed his face with a grin, which he miſ- 
took for a ſmile, and in the place of a 
{cientifick diſcourſe, retailed in a new 
language, formed between the college 
and the tavern, the intelligence of the 
news-paper. 

Laughter, he knew, was a token of 
alacrity z and, therefore, whatever he 
{aid or heard, he was careful not to fail 
in that great duty of a wit. If he aſk- 
ed or told the hour of the day, if he 
complained of heat or cold, ſtirred the 
fire, or filled a glaſs, removed his chair, 
or ſnuffed a candle, he always found 
{ome occaſion to laugh. The jeſt was 
indeed a ſecret to all but himſelf; but 
habitual confidence in his own diſcern- 
ment hindered him from ſuſpecting any 
weaknels or miſtake. He wondered that 
his wit was ſo little underſtood, but ex- 
ps that his audience would compre- 

end it by degrees, and perſiſted all his 
life to ſhow by groſs buffoonery, how 
little the ſtrongeſt faculties can per- 
form beyond the limits of their own 
province, 
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1. is ſomewhere related by Le Clerc, 
that a wealthy trader of good under- 
ſtanding, having the common ambition 
to breed his ſon a ſcholar, carried him 
to an univerſity, reſolving to uſe his 
own, judgment in the choice of a tutor. 
lle had been taught, by whatever in- 
telligence, the neareſt way to the heart 
of an academick, and at his arrival en- 
tained all who came about him with 
luch profuſion, that the profeſſors were 
wed by the ſmell of his table from their 
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books, and flocked round him with all 
the cringes of awkward complaiſance. 
This eagerneſs anſwered the merchant's 
purpoſe ; he glutted them with delica- 
cies, and ſoftened them with careſſes, 
till he prevailed upon one after another 
to open his boſom, and make a diſcovery 
of his competitions, jealouſies, and re- 
ſentments. Having thus learned each 
man's character, partly from himſelf, 
and partly from his acquaintances, he 
reſolved to find ſome other education for 
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his ſon, and went away convinced, that 


- a ſcholaſtick life has no other — 


than to vitiate the morals, and contra 
the underſtanding: nor would he after. 
wards hear with patience the praiſes of 
the ancient authors, being perſuaded 
that ſcholars of all ages muſt have been 
the ſame, and that Xenophon and Cicero 
were profeſſors of ſome former univer- 
fity, and therefore mean and ſelfiſh, ig- 
norant. and ſervile, like thoſe whom he 
had lately viſited and forſaken. 

Envy, curioſity, and a ſenſe of the 
imperfection of our preſent ſtate, incline 
us to eſtimate ” gy advantages which are 
in the poſſeiſioff of others above their real 
value. Every one mult have remarked, 
what powers and prerogatives the vul- 
gar imagine to be conferred by learning. 
A man of ſcience is expected to excel 
the unlettered and unenlightened even 
on occaſions where literature is of no 
uſe, and among weak minds loſes part 
of his reverence, by diſcovering no ſu- 
periority in thoſe parts of life in which 
all are unavoidably equal; as when a 
monarch makes a progreſs to the re- 
moter provinces, the ruſticks are ſaid 
ſometimes to wonder that they find him 
of the ſame ſize with themſelves, 

Theſe demands of prejudice and folly 
can never be fatisfied; and therefore 
many of the imputations which learning 
ſuffers from diſappointed ignorance are 
without reproach, But there are ſome 
failures to which men of ſtudy are pe- 
culiarly expoſed. Every condition has 
it's diſadvantages. The circle of know - 
ledge is too wide for the moſt active and 
diligent intelle&, and while ſcience is 

urſued, other accompliſhments are neg- 
ſeed as a ſmall garriſon muſt leave one 
part of an extenſive fortreſsnaked, when 
an alarm calls them to another. 

The learned, however,might generally 
ſapport their dignity with more ſucceſs, 
if they ſuſfered not themſelves to be 

miſled by the defire of ſuperfluous attain- 
ments. Raphael, in return to Adam's 
enquiries into the courſes of the ſtars 
and the revolutions of heaven, counſels 
him to withdraw his mind from idle ſpe- 
culations, and employ his faculties upon 
nearer and more intereſting objets, the 
ſurvey of his own life, the ſubjection of 
his paſſions, the knowledge of duties 
which muſt daily be performed, and the 
85 of dangers which muſt daily 
e incurred. 


This angelick coupſe] eyery man of 
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letters ſhould always have before bim. 
He that devotes himſelf to retired ſtudy, 
naturally finks from omiſſion to forget. 
tulneſs of ſocial duties; he muſt be there. 
fore ſometimes awakened, and recalled 
to the general condition of mankind, 

I am far from any intention to limit 
curioſity, or confine the labour of learn. 
ing to arts of immediate and neceſſa 
uſe. It is only from the various ef{ayy 
of —— induſtry, and the vague 
excurſions of minds ſept out upon dif. 
covery, that any advMfcement of know. 
ledge can be expeted; and though many 
maſt be diſappointed in their labours, 
yet they are not to be charged with hay- 
ing ſpent their time in vain; their ex- 
ample contributed to inſpire emulation, 
and their miſcarriages taught others the 
way to ſuccels. 

But the diſtant hope of being one day 
uſeful or eminent, ought not to miſlead 
us too far from that ſtudy which iz 
equally requiſite to the great and mean, 
to the celebrated and obſcure; the art of 
moderating the deſires, of repreſſing the 
appetites, and of conciliating or retain. 
ing the favour of mankind. 

No. man can imagine the courſe of 
his own life, or the conduct of the world 
around him, unworthy his attention ; 
yet among the ſons of learning many 
ſeem to have thought of every thing ra- 
ther than of themielves, and to have ob. 
ſerved every thing but what paſſes before 
their eyes: many who toil through the 
intricacy of complicated ſyſtems, are in. 
ſuperably embarraſſed with the leaſt per- 
piexity in common affairs; many who 
compare the actions, and aſcertain the 
characters of ancient heroes, let their 
own days glide away without examina- 
tion, and iuffer various habits to en- 
croach upon their minds without refilt- 
ance or detection. 

The moſt frequent reproach of the 
ſcholaſtick race is the want of fortitude, 
not martial but philoſophick. Men bred 
in ſhades and ſilence, taught to immure 
themſelves-at ſunſet, and accuſtomed to 
no other weapon than ſyllogiſm, may be 
allowed to feel terror at perſonal danger, 
and to be diſconcerted by tumult and 
alarm. But why ſhould he whoſe life 1s 
you in contemplation, and whoſe bu- 

ineſs is only to diſcover truth, be unable 

to rectify the fallacies of imagination, 
or contend ſucceſsfully againſt prejudice 
and paſſion? T'o what end has he read and 
meditated, if he giyes up his W 
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ing to falſe appearances, and ſuffers him- 
ſelf to be enſlaved by fear of evils to 
which only folly or vanity can expoſe 
him; or — by advantages to which, 
as they are equally conterred upon the 
good and bad, no real dignity is an- 
exed ? 

; Such, however, is the ſtate of the 
world, that the moſt obſequious of the 
ſlaves of pride, the moſt rapturous of 
the gazers upon wealth, the moſt offici- 
ous of the whiſperers of greatneſs, are 
collected from ſeminaries appropriated 
to the ſtudy of wiſdom and of virtue, 
where it was intended that appetite ſhould 
learn to be content with little, and that 
hope ſhould aſpire only to honours 
which no human power can give or take 
away. 

The ſtudent, when he comes forth 
into the world, inſteadof congratulating 
himſelf upon his exemption from the 
errors of thoſe whoſe opinions have been 
formed by accident or cuſtom, and who 
live without any certain principles of 
conduct, is commonly in haſte to 
mingle with the multitude, and ſhew 
his ſprightlineſs and ductility by an 
expeditious compliance with . faſhions 
or vices. The firſt ſmile of a man, 
whole fortune gives him power to re- 
ward his dependants, commonly enchants 
him —— reſiſtance; the glare of equi- 
page, the ſweets of luxury, the liberality 
of general promiſes, the ſoftneſs of ha- 
bitual affability, fill his imagination; 
and he ſoon ceaſes to have any other 
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wiſh than to be well received, or a 
meaſure of right and wrong but the opi- 
nion of his patron. 

A man flattered and obeyed, learns 
to exact groſſer adulation, and enjoin 
lower ſubmiſſion. Neither our virtues 
nor vices are all our own. If there were 
no cowardice, there would be little in- 
ſolence; pride cannot riſe to any great 
degree, but by the concurrence of blan- 
diſhment or the ſufferance of tameneſs. 
The wretch who would ſhrink and 
crouch before one that ſhould dart his 
eyes upon him with the ſpirit of natural 
equality, becomes capricious and tyran- 
nical when he ſees himſelf approached 
with a downcalſt look, and hears the ſoft 
addreſs of awe and ſervility, To thoſe 
who are willing to purchaſe favour by 
cringes and compliance, is to be im- 
puted the haughtineſs that leaves no- 
thing to be hoped by firmneſs and in- 
tegrity . 

It, inſtead of wandering after the me- 
teors of philoſophy, which fill the world 
with — for a while, and then 
ſink and are forgotten, the candidates of 
learning fixed their eyes upon the per- 
manent luſtre of moral and religious 
truth, they would find a more certain 
direction to happineſs. A little plauſg- 
bility of diſcourſe, and acquaintance 
with unneceſſary ſpeculations, is dearly 
purchaſed, when it excludes thoſe in- 
ſtructions which fortify the heart with 
reſolution, and exalt the ſpirit to inde- 
pendence, 
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NOR LET ME FLOAT IN FORTUNE'S POW'R, 
DEPENDANT ON THE FUTURE HOUR». 


TO THE RAMBLER. 
SIR, 


As I have paſſed much of my life in 
diſquiet and ſuſpence, and loſt 
many opportunities of advantage by a 
paſhon which I have reaſon to believe 
prevalent in different degrees over a great 
part of mankind, I cannot but think 
myſelf well qualified to warn thoſe who 
We yet uncaptivated, of the danger which 
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they incur by placing themſelves within 
it's influence. 

I ſerved an apprenticeſhip to a linen- 
draper, with uncommon reputation for 
diligence and fidelity; and at the age 
of three and twenty opened a ſhop for 
myſelf with a large ſtock, and ſuch cre- 
dit among all the merchants, who were 
acquainted with my maſter, that I could 
command whatever was imported curi- 
ous or valuable, For five years I pro- 

ceeded 


* FI 
— — — > 


406 
ceeded with ſucceſs proportionate to cloſe 
application and untainted integrity; was 
adaring bidder at every ſale; always paid 
my notes before they were due; and ad- 
vanced ſo faſt in commercial reputation, 
that I was proverbially marked out as 
the model of young traders, and every 
one expected that a few years would 
make me an alderman. 

In this courſe of even proſperity, I 
was one day perſuaded to buy a ticket 
in the lottery. The ſum was inconſi- 
derable, part was to be repaid though 


fortune might fail to favour me, and 


therefore my eſtabliſhed maxims of fru- 
gality did not reſtrain me from fo trifling 
an experiment. The ticket lay almoſt 
forgotten till the time at which every 
man's fate was to be determined ; nor 
did the affair even then ſeem of any im- 
38383 till I diſcovered by the pub- 

ick papers that the number next to mine 
had conferred the great prize. 

My heart leaped at the thought of 
ſuch an approach to ſudden riches, 
which I conſidered myſelf, however 
contrarily to the laws of computation, 
as having miſſed by a ſingle chance; 
and I could not forbear to revolve the 
conſequences which ſuch a bounteous 
allotment would have produced, if it 
had happened to me. This dream of 
felicity, by degrees, took poſſeſſion of my 
imagination. The great delight of my 
ſolitary hours was to purchaſe an eſtate, 
and form plantations with money which 
once might have been mine, and I never 
met my friends but I ſpoiled all their 
merriment by perpetual complaints of 
my ill luck. 

At length another lottery was opened, 
and I had now fo heated my imagina- 
tion with the proſpect of a prize, that 
I ſhould have preſſed among the firſt 
purchaſers, had not my ardour been 
withheld by deliberation upon the pro- 
bability of ſucceſs from one ticket rather 
than another. I heſitated long between 
even and odd; conſidered. the ſquare and 
cubick numbers through the lottery; 
examined all thoſe to which good luck 
had been hitherto annexed ; and at laſt 
fixed upon one, which, by ſome ſecretre- 
lation to the events of my life, I thought 
predeſtined to make me happy. Delay 
in great affairs is often miſchievous; the 
ticket was ſold, and it's poſſeſſor could 
not be found. 

I returned to my conjectures, and af- 
ter many arts of prognoſtication, fixed 
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upon another chance, but with leſs con- 
fidence. Never did captive, heir, or 
lover, feel ſo much vexation from the 
ſlow pace of time, as I ſuffered hetween 
the purchaſe of my ticket and the diſtri. 
bution of the prizes. I tolaced my un- 
eaſineſs as well as I could, by frequent 
contemplations of approaching happi. 
neſs ; when the ſun role I knew it would 
ſet, and congratulated myſelf at night 
that I was ſo much nearer to my wiſhes, 
At laſt the day came, my ticket appear- 
ed, and rewarded all my care and ſaga- 
eity with a deſpicable prize of fifty 
pounds. 0 

My friends, who honeſtly rejoiced 
upon my ſucceſs, were very coldly re. 
ceived; I hid myſelf a fortnight in the 
country, that my chagrin might fume 
away without obſervation, and then re. 
turning to my ſhop, began to liſten af. 
ter another lottery. 

With the news of a lottery I was 
ſoon gratified, and- having now found 
the vanity of conjecture and inefficacy 
of computation, I reſolved to take the 
rm by violence, and therefore bought 
orty tickets, not omitting however to 
divide them between the even and odd 
numbers, that I might not miſs the 
lucky claſs. Many concluſions did I 
form, and many experiments did I try 
to determine from which of thole tick- 
ets I might moſt reaſonably expect 
riches. At laſt, being unable to ſa- 
tisfy myſelf by any modes of reaſon- 
ing, I wrote the numbers upon dice, 
and allotted five hours every day to the 
amuſement of throwing them in a gar- 
ret; and examining the event by an ex- 
act regiſter, found on the evening before 
the lottery was drawn, that one of my 
numbers had been turned up five times 
more than anyof the reſt in three hundred 
and thirty thouſand throws. 

This experiment was fallacjous ; the 
firſt day preſented the hopeful ticket, à 
deteſtable blank. The reſt came out 
with different fortune, and in conclu- 
fion I loft thirty pounds by this great 
adventure. 

I had now wholly changed the caſt of 
my behaviour and the conduct of my 
life. The ſhop was for the moſt part 
abandoned to my ſervants; and it I en. 
tered it, my thoughts were ſo engroſſcd 
by my tickets, that I ſcarcely heard or 
anſwered a queſtion, but conſidered 
every cuſtomer as an intruder upon my 


meditations, whom I was in haſte to 
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diſpatch. I miſtook the price of my 
ods?” committed blunders in my bills, 
Forgot to file my receipts, and neglected 
to regulate my books. My acquaint- 
ances by degrees began to fall away; 
but I perceived the decline of my bu- 
ſineſs with little emotion, becauſe what - 
ever deficience there might be in my 
gains I expected the next lottery to ſup- 
ly. 
PMiſcarriage naturally produces diffi- 
dence; I began now to leek aſſiſtance 
ainſt ill luck, by an alliance with 
thoſe that had been more ſucceſsful. I 
enquired diligently at what office any 
prize had been ſold, that I might pur- 
chaſe of a propitious vender ; ſolicited 
thoſe who had been fortunate in for- 
mer lotteries, to partake with me in my 
new tickets; and whenever I met with 
one that had in any event of his lite been 
eminently proſperous, I invited him to 
take a larger ſhare. I had, by this 
rule of conduct, ſo diffuſed my intereſt, 
that I had a fourth part of fifteen tickets, 
an eighth of forty, and a ſixteenth of 
ninety. | 
I waited for the deciſion of my fate 
with my former palpitations, and look - 
ed upon the buſineſs of my trade with 
the uſual negleck. The wheel at laſt 
was turned, and it's revolutions brought 
me a long ſucceſſion of ſorrows and diſ- 
appointments. I indeed often partook 
of a ſmall prize, and the loſs of one day 
was generally balanced by the gain of 
the next;. but my defires yet remained 
unſatisfied, and when one of my chances 
had failed, all my expectation was ſu- 
ſpended on thoſe which remained yet un- 
determined. At laſt a prize of fi ve 
thouſand pounds was proclaimed; I 
caught fire at the cry, and enquiring 
the number, found it to be one of my 
own tickets, which I had divided a- 
mong thoſe on whole luck I depended, 
and of which I had retained only a fix - 
teenth part. 
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You will eafily judge with what de- 


teſtat ion of himſelf a man thus intent 
upon gain reflected that he had fold a 
* which was once in his poſſeſſion. 

t was to no purpoſe, that I repreſented 
to my mind the impoſſibility of recalling 
the paſt, or the folly of condemning an 
act which only it's event, an event which 
no human intelligence could foreſee, 
proved to be wrong. The prize which, 
though put in my hands, had been ſuf- 
fered to ſlip from me, filled me with 
anguiſh, and knowing that complaint 
would only expoſe me to ridicule, 1 gave 
myſelf up ſilently to grief, and loſt by 
degrees my appetite and my reſt. 

My indiſpoſition ſoon became viſible ; 
I was viſited by my friends, and amon 
them by Eumathes, a clergyman, whoſe 
piety and learning gave him ſuch an aſ- 
cendant over me; that I could not refuſe 
to open my heart. There are, ſaid 
he, © few minds ſufficiently firm to be 
© truſted in the hands of chance. Who- 
ever finds himſelf inclined to antici- 
pate futurity, and exalt poſſibility to 
certainty, ſhould avoid every kind of 
caſual adventure, fince his grief muſt 
be always proportionate to his, hope. 
You have long waſted that time which 
by a proper application would have 
certainly, though moderately,increaſed 
your fortune, in a laborious and an- 
xious purſuit of a fpecies of gain which 
no labour or anxiety, no art or expe- 
dient can ſecure or promote. Vou are 
now fretting away your life in repent- 
ance of an act, againſt which repent- 
ance can give no caution, but to avoid 
the occaſion of committing it. Rouſe 
from this lazy dream of fortuitous 
riches, which, if obtained, you could 
ſcarcely have enjoyed, becauſe they 
could confer no conſciouſneſs of de- 
ſert; return to rational and manly in- 
duſtry, and confider the meer gift of 
luck as below the care of a wiſe man.“ 
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THE LUST OF WEAL TH CAN NEVER BEAR DELAY» 


T has been obſerved in a late paper, 
that we are unreaſonably defirous to 


ſeparate the goods of life from thoſe evils 


which Providence has connected with 

them, and to catch advantages without 

paying the price at which they are mn 
. N 
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ed us. Every man wiſhes to be rich, 


but very few have the powers neceſſary 
to raiſe a ſudden fortune, either by new 
diſcoveries, or by ſuperiority of ſkill, 
in any neceſſary employment; and among 
lower underſtandings, many want the 
firmneſs and induſtry requiſite to regular 
gain and gradual 9 
From the hope of enjoying affluence 
methods more compendious than 
thoſe of labour, and more generally 
practicable than thoſe of genius, pro- 
ceeds the common inclination to experi- 
ment and hazard, and that willingneſs 
to ſnatch all opportunities of growing 
rich by chance, which, when it has 
once taken poſſeſſion of the mind, is 
ſeldom driven out either by time or ar- 
gument, but continues to waſte life in 
per petual delufion, and generally ends 
in wretchedneſs and want. 

The folly of untimely exultation and 
viſionary proſperity, is by no means pe- 
culiar to the purchaſers of tickets; there 
are multitudes whole life is nothing but 
a continual lottery ; who are always 
within a few months of plenty and hap- 
pineſs, and how often ſoever they are 
mocked with | blanks, expect a prize 
from the next adventure. 

Among the moſt reſolute and ardent 
of the votaries of chance may be num- 
bered the mortals whoſe hope is to raiſe 
themſelves by a wealthy match ; who 
hy out all their induſtry on the aſſidu- 
ities of courtſhip, and fleep and wake 
with no other ideas than of treats, com- 
pliments, guardians, and rivals. 

One of the moſt indefatigable of this 
claſs, is my old friend Leviculus, whom 
I have never known for thirty years 
without ſome matrimonial project of ad- 
vantage. Leviculus was bred under 
a merchant, and by the graces of his 
perſon, the ſprightlineſs of his prattle, 
and the neatneſs of his dreſs, ſo much 
enamoured his maſter's ſecond daughter, 
a girl of ſixteen, that ſhe declared her re- 
ſolution to have no other huſband. Her 
father, after having chidden her for un- 
dutifulneſs, conſented to the match, not 
much to the ſatisfaction of Leviculus, 

| who was ſufficiently elated with his con- 


queſt to think himſelf entitled to a 


larger fortune. He was, however, ſoon 
rid of his perplexity, for his miſtreſs 
died before their marriage. 

He was now ſo well ſatisfied with his 
own accompliſhments, that he deter- 
mined to commence fortune-hunter ; 
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and when his apprenticeſhip expirad, in- 
ſtead of beginning, as was expected, 
to walk the Exchange with a face of im- 
portance, or aſſociating himſelf with 
thoſe who were moſt eminent for their 
knowledge of the ſtocks, he at once 
threw off the ſolemnity of the counting- 
houſe, equipped himſelf with a modith 
wig, liſtened to wits in coffee-houſes, 
paſſed his evenings behind the ſcenes in 
the theatres, learned the names of beau- 
ties of quality, hummed the laſt ſtanzas 
of faſhionable ſongs, talked with fami- 
liarity of high play, boaſted of his at- 
chievements upon drawers and coach- 
men, was often brought to his lodgings 


'at midnight in a chair, told with neg. 


ligence and jocularity of bilking a tay- 
lor, and now and then let fly a ſhrewd 
jeſt at a ſober citizen. 

Thus furniſhed with irreſiſtible ar- 
tillery, he turned his batteries upon the 
female world, and in the firſt warmth of 
ſelf-approbation, propoſed no leſs than 
the poſſeſſion of riches and beauty unit- 
ed. He therefore paid his civilities to 
Flavilla, the only daughter of a weal. 
thy ſhopkeeper, who not being accuſ- 
tomed to amorous blandiſhments, or re- 
e addreſſes, was delighted with 
the novelty of love, and eaſily ſuffered 
him to conduct her to the play, and to 
meet her where ſhe viſited. Leviculus 
did not doubt but her father, however ot- 
fended by a clandeſtine marriage, would 
ſoon be reconciled by the tears of his 
daughter, and the merit of his ſon- in- 
law, and was in haſte to conclude the 
affair. But the lady liked better to be 
courted than married, and kept him 
three years in uncertainty and attend- 
ance, At laſt ſhe fell in love with a 
young enſign at a ball; and, having 
danced with him all night, married him 
in the morning. 

Leviculus, to avoid the ridicule of his 
companions, took a journey to a {mall 
eſtate in the country, where, after his 
uſual enquiries concerning the nymphs 
in the neighbourhood, he found it pro- 
per to fall in love with Altilia, a maid- 
en lady, twenty years older than kim- 
ſelf, for whoſe favour fifteen nephews 
and nieces were in perpetual contention 
They hovered round her with ſuch jea- 
lous officiouſneſs, as ſcarcely left a mo- 
ment vacant for a lover. Leviculus, ne- 
vertheleſs, diſcovered his paſſion in 1 
letter, and Altilia could not withſtand 
the plcaſure of hearing vows and * 
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and flatteries and proteſtations. She ad- 
mitted his viſits, enjoyed, for five years, 
the happineſs of rg all her expec- 
tants in perpetual alarms, and amuſed 
herſelf with the various ſtratagems which 
were practiſed to diſengage her affec- 
tions. Sometimes ſhe was adviſed with 

t earneſtneſs to travel for her health, 
and ſometimes intreated to keep her 
brothers houſe: Many ſtories were 
ſpread to the diſadvantage of Leviculus, 
by which ſhe commonly ſeemed affected 
for a time, but took care ſoon afterwards 
to expreſs her conviction of their falſe- 
hood. But being at laſt ſatiated with 
this ludicrous tyranny, ſhe told her lover, 
when he preſſed for the reward of his ſer- 
vices, that ſhe was very ſenſible of his 
merit, but was reſolved not to impoveriſh 
an ancient family. 

He then returned to the town, and 
ſoon after his arrival became acquainted 
with Latronia, a lady diſtinguiſhed by 
the elegance of her equipage, and the re- 
gularity of her conduèt. Her wealth 
was evident in her magnificence, and 
her prudence in her economy, and there- 
fore Leviculus, who had ſcarcely con- 
fidence to ſolicit her favour, readily ac- 
quitted fortune of her former debts, when 
he found himſelf diſtinguiſhed by her 
with fuch marks of preference as a wo- 
man of modeſty is allowed to give. He 
now grew bolder, and ventured to 
breathe out his impatience before her. 
She heard him without reſentment, in 
time permitted him to hope for happi- 
neſs, and at laſt fixed the nuptial day, 
without any diſtruſtful reſerve of pin- 
money, or ſordid ſtipulations for join- 
ture, and ſettlements. 

Leviculus was triumphing on the eve 
of marriage, when he heard on the ſtairs 
the yoice of Latronia's maid, whom fre- 
quent bribes had ſecure in his ſervice. 
dhe ſoon burſt into his room, and told 
lim that ſhe could not ſuffer him ts 

longer deceived ; that her miſtreſs 
was now ſpending the laſt payment 
of her fortune, and vas only ſupported 
in her expence by the credit 5; fi eſ- 
ate, Leviculus ſhuddered to ſee him- 
elf fo near a precipice, and found that 
he was indebted for his eſcape to the re- 
entment of the maid, who, having aſ- 
ilted Latronia to gain the conqueſt, 


quarrelled with her at laſt about the 
Plunder, 


% 


citizen. 
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Leviculus was now hopeleſs and diſ- 
conſolate, till one Sunday he ſaw a lady 
in the Mall, whom her dreſs declared 
a widow ; and whom, by the jolting 
prance of her gait, and the broad re- 
ſplendence of her countenance, he gueſſed 
to have lately buried ſome ach 13 A 
He followed her home; and 
found her to be no leſs than the relict 
of Prune the grocer, who having no 
children, had bequeathed to her all his 
debts and dues, and his eſtates real and 
perſonal. No formality was neceſ- 
ſary in addreſſing Madam Prune, and 
therefore Leviculus went next morning 
without an introduftor. His declara- 
tion was received with a loud laugh; 
ſhe then collected her countenance, won- 
dered at his impudence, aſked if he knew 
to whom he was talking, then ſhewed 
him the door, and again laughed to 
find him confuſed. Leviculus diſco- 
vered that this coarſeneſs was nothin 
more than the coquetry of Cornhill, — 
next day returned to the attack. He 
ſoon grew familiar to her dialect, and 
in a few weeks heard, without any emo- 
tion, hints of gay clothes with empty 
pockets z concurred in many ſage 12 
marks on the regard due to the 2 
of property; and agreed with her in de- 
teſtation of the ladies at the other end of 
the town, whe pinched their bellies to 
buy fine laces, and then pretended to 
laugh at the city. | 
He ſometimes preſumed to mention 
marriage; but was always anſwered with 
a ſlap, a hoot, and a flounce. 
he began topreſs her cloſer, and thought 
himſelf more favourably received; but 
going one morning, with a reſolution to 
trifle no longer, he found her gone to 


. church with a young journeyman frem 


the neighbouring ſhop, of whom ſhe had 
become enamoured at her window, 

In theſe, and a thouſand intermediate 
adyentures, has Leviculus ſpent his time, 
till he is now grown grey with age, fa« 
tigue, and diſappointment. He begins 
at laſt to find that ſucceſs is not to be 
expected, and being unfit for any em- 
ployment that might improve his fortune, 
and unfurniſhed with any arts that might 
amuſe his leiſure, is condemned to wear 
out a taſteleſs life in narratives which 
few will hear, and complaints which 
none will pity. # 
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NULLA FIDES REGNIT SOCITS, OMNISQUE POTESTAS 


IMPATIENS CONSORTIS ERAT. 


Luc Ax. 


NO FAITH OF PARTNERSHIP DOMINION OWNs ? 
STILL DISCORD HOVERS O'ER DIVIDED THRONES» 


T HE hoſtility perpetually exerciſed 


between one man and another, is 
8 by the deſire of many for that 
hich only few can poſſeſs. Every man 
would be rich, powerful and famous ; 
yet fame, power, and riches, are onl 
the names of relative conditions, which 
imply the abſcurity, dependance, and 
poverty of greater numbers. 

This univerſal and inceſſant competi- 
tion produces injury and malice by two 
motives, intereſt and envy ; the proſpect 
of adding to our poſſeſſions what we 
can take from others, and the hope of 
alleviating the ſenſe of our diſparity by 
leſſening others, though we gain nothing 
to ourſelves. 


Of theſe two malignant and deſtruc- - 


tive powers, it ſeems probable at the firſt 
view, that intereſt has the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt extenſive influence. It is eaſy to 
conceive that opportunities to ſeize what 
has been long wanted, may excite deſires 
almoſtirreſiſtible ; but furely the ſame ea- 
gerneſs cannot be kindled by an acciden- 
tal power of deſtroying that which gives 
happineſs to another. It muſt be more 
natural to rob for gain, than to ravage 
only for miſchief. | 

Yet I am inclined to believe, that the 
great law of mutual benevolence is of- 
tener violated by envy than by intereſt, 
and that moſt of the miſery which the 
- defamation of blameleſs actions, or the 
obſtruction of honeſt endeavours, brings 
upon the world, is inflicted by men that 
propoſe no advantage to themſelves but 
the ſatisfaction of poiſoning the ban- 
quet which they cannot taſte, and blaſt- 
ing the harveſt which they have no right 
to reap. 

Intereſt can diffuſe itſelf but to a 


narrow compaſs. The number is never 


large of thoſe who can hope to fill the 
polts of degraded power, catch the frag- 
ments of ſhattered fortune, or ſucceed to 
the honours of depreciated beauty. But 
the empire of envy has no limits, as it 
requires, to it's influence, very little 


help from external circumſtances. Enyy 
may 3 be produced by idleneſs and 


py and in what place will they not be 
ound ? 
Intereſt requires ſome qualities not 


univerſally beſtowed. The ruin of an- 
other will produce no profit to him who 
has not Ceornment to mark his advan- 
tage, courage to ſeize, and activity to 


Purſue it; but the cold malignity of en- 
75 may be exerted in a torpid and qui- 
eſc 


ent ſtate, amidſt the gloom of ſtupi- 
dity, in the coverts of cowardice. He 
that falls by the attacks of intereſt, is 
torn by hungry tigers; he may diſcover 
and reſiſt his enemies. He that pe- 
riſhes in the ambuſhes of envy, is de- 
ſtroyed by unknown and inviſible al- 
ſailants, and dies like a man ſuffocated 
by a poiſonous vapour, without know- 
ledge of his danger, or poſſibility of 
conteſt, 

Intereſt is ſeldom purſued but at ſome 
hazard. He that hopes to gain much, 
has commonly fomething to loſe, and 
when he ventures to attack ſuperiority, 
if he fails to conquer, is irrecoverably 
cruſhed, But envy may act without ex- 
pence or danger. To ſpread ſuſpicion, 
to invent calumnies, to propagate ſcan- 
dal, requires neither labour nor courage. 
It is eah for the author of a lie, however 
malignant, to eſcape detection, and in- 
famy needs very little induſtry to aſſiſ 
it's circulation. 1 

Envy is almoſt the only vice which 1 
practicable at all times, and in every 

lace; the only paſſion which can nevei 
ie quiet for want of irritation : it's ef- 
fects therefore are every where diſcover- 
able, and it's attempts always to be 
dreaded. 

It is impoſſible to mention a name 
which any advantageous diſtinction has 
made eminent, but ſome latent animo- 
ſity will burſt out. The wealthy trader, 
however he may abſtract him elf from 
publick affairs, will never want thoſe 


who hint, with Shylock, that ſhips ea 
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but boards, The beauty, adorned on- 

ly with the unambitious graces of in- 

nocence and modeſty, provokes, when- 
. ever ſhe appears, a thouſand murmurs 
of detraction. The genius, even when 
he endeavours only to entertain or in- 
ſtruct, yet ſuffers perſecution from in- 
numerable criticks, whoſe acrimony is 
excited merely by the pain of ſeeing 
others pleaſed, and of hearing applauſes 
which another enjoys. 

The frequency of envy makes it fo 
familiar, that it eſcapes our notice z nor 
do we often refle& upon it's turpitude 
or malignity, till we — to feel it's 
influence. When he that has given no 

rovocation to malice, but by attempt- 
ing to excel, finds himſelf purſued b 
multitudes whom he never ſaw, wit 
all the implacability of perſonal reſent- 
ment; when he perceives clamour and 
malice let looſe upon him as a publick 
enemy, and incited by every ſtratagem 
of defamation 3 when he hears the miſ- 
fortunes of his family, or the follies of 
his youth, expoſed to the world ; and 
every failure of conduct, or defect of 
nature, aggravated and ridiculed ; he 
then learns to abhor thoſe artifices at 
which he only laughed before, and dif. 
corers how much the happineſs of life 
would be advanced by the eradication 
of envy from the human heart. 

Envy is, indeed, a ſtubborn weed of 
the mind, and ſeldom yields to the cul- 
ture of philoſophy. There are, how. 
ever, conſiderations, which, if carefully 
implanted and diligently propagated, 
might in time overpower and repreſy it 
ſince no one can nurſe it for the ſake of 
pleaſure, as it's effects are only ſhame, 
anguiſh, and perturbation. | 

t is above all other vices inconſiſtent 
with the character of a ſocial being, be- 
cauſe it ſacrifices truth and kindneſs to 
very weak temptations. He that plun- 
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of writing, has it's advan- 


INTRUST THY FORTUNE TO THE POW'RS ABOVE 3 
LEAVE THEM TO MANAGE FOR THEE, AND TO GRANT 
WHAT THEIR UNERRING WISDOM SEES THEE WANT. 
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ders a wealthy neighbaur gains as much 


as he takes away, and may improve his 
own condition in the ſame proportion as 
he impairs another's; but he that blaſts 
a flouriſhing reputation, muſt be con- 
tent with a ſmall dividend of additional 
fame, ſo ſmall as can afford very little 
conſolation to balance the guilt by 
which it is obtained, 

I have hitherto avoided that danger- 
ous and empirical morality, which cures 
one vice by means of another. But en- 
vy is ſo baſe and deteſtable, ſo vile in 
it's original, and fo pernicious in it's 
effects, that the predominance of almoſt 
any other quality is to be preferred. It 
is one of thoſe lawleſs enemies of ſo- 
ciety, againſt which poiſoned arrows 
may honeſtly be uſed. Let it therefore 
be conſtantly remembered, that who- 
ever envies another confeſſes his ſupe- 
riority, and let thoſe be reformed by 
their pride who have loſt their virtue. 

It is no flight aggravation of the in- 
juries which envy incites, that they are 
committed againſt thoſe who have given 
no intentional provocation; and that the 
ſufferer is often marked out for ruin, 
not becauſe he has failed in any duty, 
but becauſe he has dared to do more 
than was required. 

Almoſt every other crime is practiſed 
by the help of ſome quality which might 
have produced eiteem or love, if it had 
been well employed; but envy is mere 
unmixed and genuine evil; jt purſues a 
hateful end by deſpicable means, and 
deſires not ſo much it's own happineſs 
as another's miſery. To avoid depra- 
vity like this, it is not neceſſary that any 
one ſhould aſpire to heroiſm or ſanctity, 
but only that he ſhould reſolve not to 
quit the rank which nature aſſigns him, 
and wiſh to maintain the dignity of à 
human being. ; 
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PERMITTES 1PSIS EXPENDERE NUMINIBUS, QUID 
CONVENIAT NOBIS, REBUSQUE FIT UTILE NOSTAIS. 
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mingled in the ſame proportions. The 
writer of eſſays elcapes many embarraſſ- 


ages and inconveniencies, though not ments to which a large work wovk have 
| | expoled 
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expoſed him; he ſeldom haraſſes his 
reaſon with long trains of conſequences, 
dims his eyes with the peruſal of anti- 
quated volumes, or burthens his me- 
mory with great accumulations of pre- 
paratory knowledge, A. careleſs glance 
upon a favourite author, or tranſient ſur- 
vey of the varieties of life, is ſufficient 
to ſupply the firſt hint or ſeminal idea, 
which, enlarged by the gradual accretion 
of matter ſtored in the mind, is by the 
warmth of fancy eafily expanded into 
flowers, and ſometimes ripened into 
fruit. 

The moſt frequent difficulty by which 
the authors of theſe petty- compoſitions 
are diſtreſſed, ariſes from the perpetual 
demand of novelty and change. The 
compiler of a ſyſtem of ſcience lays his 
invention at reſt, and employs only his 
judgment, the faculty exerted with leaſt 
fatigue. Even the relator of feigned 
adyentures, when once the principal 
characters are eſtabliſhed, and the great 
events regularly connected, finds inci- 
dents and epiſodes crowding upon his 
mind; every change opens new views, 
and the latter part of the ſtory grows 
without labour out of the former. But 
he that attempts to entertain his reader 
with unconnected pieces, finds the irk- 
ſomeneſs of his talk rather increaſed 
than leſſened by every production. The 
day calls afreſh upon him for a new 
topick, and he is again obliged to chooſe, 
without any principle to regulate his 
choice, 

It is indeed true, that there is ſeldom 
any neceſſity of looking far, or inquiring 
long for a proper ſubje&t. Every diver- 
ſity of art or nature, every publick bleſ- 
fing or calamity, every domeſtick pain 
or gratification, every fally of caprice, 
blunder of abſurdity, or ſtratagem of 
affectation, may ſupply matter to him 
whoſe only rule is to avoid uniformity. 
But it often happens, that the judgment 
is diſtracted with boundleſs multiplicity, 

_ the imagination ranges from one deſign 
to another, and the hours paſs imper- 
ceptibly away, till the compoſition can 
be no longer delayed, and neceſſity en- 
forces the uſe of thoſe thoughts which 
then happen to be at hand. 'The mind, 
rejoicing at deliverance on any terms 
from perplexity and ſuſpence, applies 
herſelf vigorouſly to the work before 
her, collects embelliſhments and illuſ- 
trations, and ſometimes finiſhes, with 
great elegance and happineſs, what in a 


THE RAMBLER, 


ſtate of eaſe and leiſure ſhe never had 
begun. 

It is not commonly obſerved, how 
much, even of actions conſidered as 
particularly ſubject to choice, is to be 
attributed to accident, or ſome cauſe out 
of our own power, by whatever name 
it be diſtinguiſhed. To cloſe tedious 
deliberations with haſty reſolves, and 
after long conſultations with reaſon to 
refer the queſtion to caprice, is by no 
means peculiar to the eſſayiſt. Let him 
that peruſes this paper review the (cries 
of his life, and inquire how he was 
placed in his preſent condition. He 
will find, that of the good or il] which 
he has experienced, a great part came 
unexpected, without any viſible grada- 
tions of approach; that every event has 
been influenced by cauſes acting with- 
out his intervention; and that whenever 
he pretended to the | 5. og of fore- 
ſight, he was fortified with new con- 
viction of the ſhortneſs of his views. 

The buſy, the ambitious, the incon- 
ſtant, and the adventurous, may be ſaid 
to throw themſelves by — into the 
arms of fortune, and voluntarily to 
* the power of 112 themſelves; 
they engage in a courſe of life in which 
little can be aſcertained by previous mea- 
ſures; nor is it any wonder that their 
time is paſt between elation and deſpond- 
ency, hope and diſappointment. 

Some there are who appear to walk 
the road of life with more circumſpec- 
tion, and make no ſtep till they think 


themſelves ſecure from the hazard of a - 


precipice; when neither pleaſure nor 
profit can tempt them from the beaten 
path; who refuſe to climb leſt they 
ſhould fall, or to run leſt they ſhould 
ſtumble, and move ſlowly forward with- 
out any compliance with thoſe paſſions 
by which the heady and vehement are 
ſeduced and betrayed. | 
Yet even the timorous prudence of 
this judicious claſs is far from exempt- 
ing them from the dominion of chance, 
a ſubtle and inſidious power, who will 
intrude upon privacy and embarrals 
caution. No courſe of life is ſo pre- 
ſcribed and limited, but that many ac- 
tions muſt reſult from arbitrary election. 
Every one muſt form the general plan ot 
his conduct by his own reflections; he 
muſt reſolve whether he will endeavour 
at riches or at content; whether he will 
exerciſe private or public virtues ; wbe. 


ther he will labour fer the general bene 
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of mankind, or contract his beneficence 
to his family and dependants. 

This queſtion has long exerciſed the 
ſchools of philoſophy, but remains yet 
undecided ; and what hope is there that 
a young man unacquainted with the ar- 
guments on either ſide, ſhould deter- 
mine his own deſtiny otherwiſe than by 
chance ? | 

When chance has given him a partner 
of his bed, whom he preters to all other 
women, without any proof of ſuperior 
deſert, chance muſt again direct him in 
the education of his children ; for who 
was ever able to convince himſelf by ar- 
guments, that he had choſen for his fon 
that mode of inſtruction to which his 
underſtanding was beſt adapted, or by 
which he would moſt eaſily be made wile 
or virtuous ? 

Whoever ſhall inquire by what mo- 
tives he has determined on theſe impor- 
tant occaſions, will find them ſuch as 
his pride will ſcarcely ſuffer him to con- 
feſs; ſome ſudden ardour of deſire, ſome 
uncertain glimpſe of advantage, ſome 
petty competition, ſome inaccurate con- 
cluſion, or ſome example implicitly re- 
verenced. Such are often the firſt cauſes 
of our reſolves; for it is neceſſary to act, 
but impoſſible to know the conſequences 
of action, or to diſcuſs all the reaſons 
which offer themſelves on every part to 
inquiſitiveneſs and ſolicitude. 

Since life itſelf is uncertain, nothin 

which has life for it's baſis can boaft 
much ſtability. Yet this is but a ſmall 
part of our perplexity. We ſet out ona 
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tempeſtuous ſea, in queſt of ſome port, 
where we expect to find reſt, but where we 
are not ſure of admiſſion; we arenot only 
in danger of ſinking in the way, but of 
being miſled by meteors miſtaken for 
ſtars, of being driven from our courlſs 
by the changes of the wind, and of loſ- 
ing it by unſkilful ſteerage; yet it ſome- 
times happens, that croſs winds blow 
us to a ſafer coaſt, that meteors draw us 
aſide from whirlpools, and that negli- 
| ming or error contributes to our eſcape 
rom miſchieis to which a dire& courſe 
would have expoſed us. Of thoſe that 
by precipitate concluſions involve them- 
ſelves in calamities without guilt, very 
few, however they may reproach them- 
ſelves, can be certain that other mea- 
ſures would have been more ſucceſsful. 
In this ſtate of univerial uncertainty, 
where a thouſand dangers hover about 
us, and none can tell whether the good 
that he purſues is not evil in diſguiſe, 
or whether the next ſtep will lead him tc 
ſafety or deſtruction, nothing can afforc 
any rational tranquillity, but the convic- 
tion that, however we amuſe ourſelves 
with unideal ſounds, nothing in reality 
is governed by chance, but that the uni, 
verſe is under the perpetual ſuperinten& 
ence of him who created it; that our b(- 
ing is in the hands of omnipotent goot- 
neſs, by whom what appears caſual o 
us is directed for ends ultimately kin 
and merciful; and that nothing cm 
finally hurt him who debars not him{df 
trom the Divine favour, | 
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AT VINDICTA BONUM VITA JUCUNDIUS IPSA, 


NEMPE HOC INDOCTI,” 


CHRYSIPPUS NON DICIT IDEM, NEC MITE THALETIS 
INGENIUM, DULCIQUE SENEX VICINUS HYMETTO, 
QUI PARTEM ACCEPT A SAVA INTER VINCLA CICUT/Z 


ACCUSATORI NOLLET DAR E,,ao— 


QUIPPE MINUTI 


SEMPER, ET INFIRMI EST ANIMI, EXIGUIQUE VOLUPTAS 


UL TIOs 


BUT of REVENGE 18 SWEET. 


Jvv. 


THUS THINK THE CROWD; WHO, EAGER TO EXGCAGE, 

TAKE QUICKLY FIRE, AND KINDLEINTO RACE. 

NOT $0 MILD THALES NOR CHRYSIPPUS THOUGHT), 

NOR THAT GOOD MAN, WHO DRANK THE POIS'NOUS DRAUGKT 
WITH MIND SERENE; AND COULD NOT WISH TO SEE 

HIS VILE ACCUSER DRINK AS DEEP AS RE: 

EXALTED SOCRATES! DIVINELY BRAVE! 

INJUR'D HE FELL, AND DYING HE FORGAVE, 

TOO NOBLE FOR REVENGE; WHICH 8TILL WE FIND 

THE WEAKEST FRAILTY OF A FEEBLE MIND. 


N vicious diſpoſit ions of the mind 
more obſtinately reſiſt both the 
counſcis of philoſophy and the injunc- 
tions of religion, than thoſe which are 
:omplicated with an opinion of dignity ; 
ind which we cannot diſmiſs without 
eaving in the hands of oppoſition ſome 
8 iniquitouſly obtained, or ſuf- 
ering from our own prejudices ſome 
mputation of puſillanimity. 

For this — ſcarcely any law of our 
Ledeemer is more openly tranſgreſſed, 
© more induſtriouſly evaded, than that 
ty which he commands his followers to 
hrgive injuries, and prohibits, under the 


inction of eternal miſery, the gratifi- 


ation of the deſire which every man 
tels to return pain upon him that in- 
fits it. Many who could have con- 
. tiered their anger, are unable to com- 
ht pride, and purſue offences to ex- 
temity of vengeance, leſt they ſhould 
E inſulted by the triumph of an ene- 
ny. 
But certainly no precept could better 
become him, at whoſe birth peace was 
poclaimed to the earth. For, what 
wuld fo ſoon deſtroy all the order of 
ſciety, and deform life with violence 
ad ravage, as a permiſſion to every one 
tejudge his own caule, and to appor- 
tin his own recompence for' imagined 
maries ? 
t is difficult for a man of the ſtrĩcteſt 
juice not to favour himſelf too much, 


Dv. 


in the calmeſt moments of ſolitary me. 
ditation. Every one wiſhes for the diſ- 
tinctions for which thouſands are wiſh. 
ing at the ſame time, in their own opi- 
nion, with better claims. He that, when 
his reaſon operates in it's full force, can 


thus, by the mere prevalence of ſelf. 


love, prefer himſelf to his fellow-beings, 
is very unlikely to judge equitably when 
his paſſions are agitated by a ſenſe of 
wrong, and his attention wholly en- 
groſſed by pain, intereſt, or danger, 
Whoever arrogates to himſelf the right 
of vengeance, ſhews how little he is 
qualified to decide his own claims, ſince 
he certainly demands what he would 
think unfit to be granted to another. 
Nothing is more apparent than that, 
however injured, or however provoked, 
ſome muſt at laſt be contented to forgive. 
For it can never be hoped, that he.who 
firſt commits an injury, will contentedly 
acquieſce in the penalty required : the 
ſame haughtineſs of contempt, or vehe- 
mence of defire, that prompts the act of in- 
juſtice, will more ſtrongly incite it's juſti- 
fication; and reſentment can never ſo 


exactly balance the puniſhment with the 


fault, but there will remain an over- 
plus of vengeance which even he who 
condemns his firſt action will think him- 
ſelf entitled to retaliate. What then can 


enſue but a continual exacerbation of 


hatred, an unextinguiſhable feud, an 


inceflant reciprocation of miſchief, 3 
mutual 
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mutual vigilance to entrap, and eager- 
neſs to deſtroy ? 

Since then the imaginary right of 
vengeance muſt be at laſt remitted, be- 
cauſe it is impoſſible to live in perpetual 
hoſtility, and equally impoſſible that, of 
two enemies, either ſhould firſt think 
himſelf obliged by juſtice to ſubmiſſion, 
it is ſurely eligible to forgive early. 
Every affion is more _ ſubdued be- 
fore it boa been long accuſtomed to poſ- 
ſeſſion of the heart; every idea is obli- 
terated with leſs difficulty, as it has 
been more ſlightly impreſſed, and leſs 
frequently renewed. He who has often 
brooded over his wrongs, pleaſed him- 
felf with ſchemes of ad ity, and 
glutted his pride with the fancied ſup- 
plications of humbled enmity, will not 
eaſily open his boſom to amity and re- 
conciliation, or. indulge the gentle ſen- 
timents of benevolence and peace. 

It is eaſieſt to forgive, while there is 

et little to be forgiven. A ſingle in- 
jury may be ſoon diſmiſſed from the 
memory; but a long ſucceſſion of ill 
offices by degrees aſſociates itſelf with 
every idea, a long conteſt involves ſo 
many eircumſtances, that every place 
and action will recal it to the mind, and 
freſh remembrance of vexation muſt ſtill 
enkindle rage, and irritate revenge. 

A wiſe man will make haſte to for- 
give, becauſe he knows the true value 
of time, and will not ſuffer it to paſs 
away in unneceſſary pain. He that will- 
ingly ſuffers the corroſions of inveterate 


hatred, and gives up his days and nights 


to the gloom of malice, and perturba- 
tions of ſtratagem, cannot ſurely be 
faid to conſult his eaſe. Reſentment is 
an union of ſorrow with malignity, a 
combination of a paſſion which all en- 
deavour to avoid, with a paſſion which 
all concur to deteſt. The man who re- 
tires to meditate miſchief, and to exaſ- 
perate his own rage; whoſe thoughts 
are employed only on means of diſtreſs 
and contrivances of ruinz whoſe mind 
never pauſes from the remembrance of 
his own ſufferings, but to indulge ſome 
hope of enjoying the calamities of an- 
other, may juſtly be numbered among 
the moſt miſerable of human beings, 
among thoſe who are guilty without 
reward, who have neither the gladneſs 
of proſperity, nor the calm of inno- 
cence, 

Whoever conſiders the weakneſs both 
of himſelf and others, will not long 
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want perſuaſives to forgiveneſs. We 
know not to what degree of malignity 
any injury is to be imputed ; or how 
much it's guilt, if we were to inſpe& 
the mind of him that committed it, 
would be extenuated by miſtake, pre- 
cipitance, or negligence z we cannot be 
certain how much more we feel than was 
intended to be inflicted, or how much 
we increaſe the miſchief to ourſelves by 
voluntary aggravations. We may charge 
to deſign the effects of accident; e may 
think the blow violent only becauſe we 
have made ourſelves delicate and tender; 
we are on every ſide in danger of error 
and of guilt, which we are certain to 
avoid only by ſpeedy forgiveneſs. 

From this pacifick and harmleſs tem- 
per, thus propitious to others and our- 
ſelves, to domeſtick tranquillity and to 
ſocial happineſs, no man is withheld 
but by pride, by the fear of being in- 
ſulted by his adverſary, or deſpiſed by 
the world. 

It may be laid down as an unfailing 
and univerſal axiom, that * all pride is 
© abject and mean.* It is always an 
ignorant, lazy, or cowardly acquieſ- 
cence 1n a falſe appearance of excellence, 
and proceeds not from conſciouſneſs of 
our attainments, but inſenſibility of our 
wants. 

Nothing can be great which is not 
right. Nothing whichreaſon condemns 
can be ſuitable to the dignity of the hu- 
man mind. To be driven by external 
motives from the path which our own 
heart approves, to give way toany thing 
but conviction, to. ſuffer the opinion of 
others to rule our choice, or overpower 
our reſolves, is to ſubmit tamely to the 
loweſt and moſt ignominious flavery, 
and to reſign the right of directing our 
own lives. 

The utmoſt excellence at which hu- 
manity can arrive, is a conſtant and de- 
terminate purſuit of virtue, without re- 
gard to preſent dangers or advantage; 
a continual reference of every action to 
the divine will; an habitual appeal to 
everlaſting juſtice; and an unvaried ele- 
vation of the intellectual eye to the re- 
ward which perſeverance only can ob- 
tain. But that pride which many, who 
preſume to boait of generous ſentiments, 
allow to regulate their meaſures, has 
nothing nobler in view than the appro- 
bation of men, of beings whoſe ſuperi- 
ority we are under no obligation to ac- 
knowledge, and who, when we have 
courted 
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courted them with the utmoſt afſiduity, late himſelf upon the greatneſs of his 
can confer no valuable or permanent re- mind; whenever he awakes to ſeriouſ- 
ward; of beings who ignorantly judge neſs and reflection, he muſt become de- 
of what they do not underſtand, or ſpicable in his own eyes, and ſhrink 
partially determine what they never have with ſhame from the remembrance of 
examined; and whole ſentence is there= his cowardice and folly. | 
fore of no weight till it has received the Of him that hopes to be forgiven, it 
ratification I our own conſcience. is indiſpenſibly required that he forgive. 

He that can deſcend to bribe ſuffrages It is Gerelore ſuperfluous to urge any 
like theſe, at the price of his innocence; other motive» On this great duty eter- 
he that can ſuffer the delight of ſuch ac- nity is ſuſpended, and to him that refuſes 
clamations to withhold his attention to practiſe it, the throne of mercy is in- 
from the commands of the univerſal acceſſible, and the Saviour of the world 
Sovereign, has little reaſon to congratu- has been born in vain, 


Ne CLXXXVI. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1751. 


PONE Mr, PIGRIS UBI NULLA CAMPIS 
ARBOR XESTIVA RECREATUR AU 
DULCE RIDEN TEM LALAGEN- AMARO, 
DULCE LOQUENTEMs | 

Fa Hors 
PLACE ME WHERE NEVER SUMMER BREFTZE 
UNBINDS THE GLEBE, OR WARMS'THE TREES; 
WHERE EVER LOWERING CLOUDS APPEAR, 
AND ANGRY JOVE DEFORMS TR INCLEMENT YEAR! 
LOVE AND THE NYMPH SHALL CHARM MY TOILS, 9 
THE NYMPH, WHO SWEETLY SPEAKS AND SWEETLY SMILES. 

FRANcI3. 


O* the happineſs and miſery of our art or diligence than the inclemency ot 
preſent ſtate, part ariſes from our climates, and therefore none affords 
ſenſations, and part from our opinions; more proper exerciſe for this philoſophi- 
part is diſtributed by nature, and part is cal abſtraction. A. native of England, 
' in a great meaſure appropriated by our- pinched with the froſts of December, 
ſelves. Poſitive pleaſure we cannot al- may leſſen his affection for his own 
ways obtain, and poſitive pain we often country, by ſuffering his imagination to 
cannot remove. No man can give to wander in the vales of Aſia, and ſport 
his own plantations the fragrance of the among woods that are always green, and 
Indian groves ; nor will any precepts of ftreams that always murmur ; but if he 
philoſophy enable him to withdraw his turns his thoughts towards the polar re- 
attention from wounds or diſeaſes. But gions, and conſiders the nations to 
the negative infelicity which proceeds, whom a great portion of the year 13 
not from the preſſure of ſufferings, but darkneſs, and who are condemned to pals 
the abſence of enjoyments, will always weeks and months amidſt mountains ot 
yield to the remedies of reaſon. ſmow, he will ſoon recover his tranqui]- 
One. of the 2 arts of eſcaping ſu- lity, and while he ſtirs his fire, or throws 
perfluous uneaſineſs, is to free our minds his cloak about him, reflect how much 
from the habit of comparing our condi- he owes to Providence, that he is not 

tion with that of others on whom the placed in Greenland or Siberia. 
bleſſings of life are more bountifully be- The barrenneſs of the earth and the 
ſtowed, or with imaginary ſtates of de- | ſeverity of the ſkies in theſe dreary 
light and ſecurity, perhaps unattainable countries, are ſuch as might be expected 
by mortals. Few are placed in a ſitua- to confine the mind wholly to the con- 
tion ſo gloomy and diſtreſsful, as not templation of neceſſity and diſtreſs, ſo 
to lee every day beings yet more forlorn that the care of eſcaping death from 
and miſcrable, from whom they may cold and hunger ſhould leave no room 
learn to rejoice in their own lot. for thoſe paſſions which, in lands of 
No inconvenience is leſs ſuperable by plenty, influence conduct, or diverſit) 
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characters; the ſummer ſhould be ſpent 
only in providing for the winter, and the 
winter in longing for the ſummer, 


Yet learne 


curioſity is known to have 


found it's way into theſe abodes of pover- 
ty and gloom: Lapland and Iceland have 
their hiltorians, their criticks, and their 
poets z and Love, that extends his domi- 
nion wherever humanity can be found, 


haps exerts the ſame 


wer in the 


Greenlander's hut as in the palaces of 
eaſtern monarchs. 


In one 


of the large caves to which the 


families of Greenland retire together, to 
pals the cold months, and which ma 
he termed their villages or cities, a yout 


and maid 


, who came from different parts 


of the country, were ſo much diſtin- 
iſhed for their beauty, that they were 


called by 


the reſt of the inhabitants An- 


vingait and Ajut, from a f re- 


ſemblance to their anceſtors o 


the ſame 


names, who had been transformed of old 
into the ſun and moon. 
Anningait fox, ſome time heard the 


praiſes 


Ajut with little emotion, but 


at laſt, by frequent interviews, became 
ſenſible of her charms, and firſt made a 
diſcovery of his affection, by inviting her 


with her 


parents to a feaſt, where he 


placed before Ajut the tail of a whale. 
Ajut ſeemed not much delighted by this 
gallantry ; yet, however, from that time, 
was obſerved rarely to appear, but in a 
veſt made of the ſkin of a white deer; 
ſhe uſed frequently to renew the black 
dye upon her hands and forehead, to 
adorn her ſleeves with coral and ſhells, 
and to braid her hair with great exact- 


nels. 


The elegance of her dreſs, and the ju- 


dicious d 


ſuch an e 


could no 
claration 
poſed a 


iſpoſition of her ornaments, had 
© upon Anningair, that he 
longer be reſtrained from a de- 
of his love. He therefore com- 
poem in her praiſe, in which, 


among other heroick and tender ſenti- 
ments, he proteſted, that==* She was 
© beautiful as the vernal willow, and 
* fragrant as thyme upon the mountains; 
that her fingers were white as the 
teeth of the morſe, and her ſmile grate- 


© ful as 


the diſſolution of the ice; that 


* he would purſue her, though ſhe ſhould 


* paſs the 
or ſeek ſhelter in the caves of the eaſ- 
tern cannibals ; that he would tear her 
from the embraces of the genius of the 
* rocks, ſnatch her from the paws of 
* Amargc, and reſcue her from the ra- 


ows of the midland cliffs, 
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vine of Hafgufa.“ He concluded with 
a with, that ©* whoever ſhall attempt to 
© hinder his union with Ajut, might be 
© buried without his bow, and that in 
the land of ſouls his ſkull might ſerve. 
for no other uſe than to catch the 
C droppings of the ſtarry lamps. 
This ode being univerſally applauded, 
it was expected that Ajut would ſoon 
yield to ſuch fervour and accompliſh- 
ments; but Ajut,with the natural haugh- 
tineſs of beauty, expected all the forms 
of courtſhip; and before ſhe would con- 
feſs herſelf conquered, the ſun returned, 
the ice broke, and the ſeaſon of labour 
called all to their employments. 
Anningait and Ajut for a time always 
went out in the ſame boat, and divided 
whatever was caught. Anningait, in 
the ſight of his miſtreſs, loſt no oppor- 
tunity of ſignalizing his courage; he at- 
tacked the r 5 on the ice; purſued 
the ſeals into the water; and lea 
upon the back of the whale, while he was 
yet ſtruggling with the remains of life. 
Nor-was his diligence leſs to accumu- 
late all that could be neceſſary to make 
winter comfortable ; he dried the roe of 
fiſhes, and the fleth of ſeals; he entrap- 


ped deer and foxes, and dreſſed their ſkins - 


to adorn his bride; he feaſted her with 
eggs from the rocks, and ſtrewed her 
tent with flowers. | 
It happened that a tempeſt drove the 
fiſh to a diſtant part of the coaſt, before 
Anningait had completed his ftore ; he 
therefore entreated Ajut, that ſhe would 
at laſt grant him her hand, and accom- 
pany him to that part of the country 
whither he was now ſummoned by ne- 
ceflity. Ajut thought him not yet en- 
titled to ſuch condeſcenſion, but pro- 
2 as a trial of his conſtancy, that 
e ſhould return at the end of ſummer 
to the cavern where their acquaintance 
commenced, and there expect the reward 
of his aſſiduities. O virgin, beauti- 
„ful as the ſun ſhining on the water, 
* conſider,” ſaid Anningait, what thou 
© haſt required, How eaſily may my 
return be precluded by a ſudden froſt 
© or unexpected fogs; then muſt the 
night be paſt without my Ajut. We 
live not, my fair, in thoſe fabled coun- 
tries, which lying ſtrangers ſo wan. 
tonly deſcribe ; where the whole year 
is divided into ſhort days and nights; 
where the ſame habitation ſerves for 
ſummer and winter ; where they raiſe 
© houſes in rows above the ground, 
| « dwell 
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© flocks of tame animals grazing in the 
© fields about them; can travel at an 

time from one place to another, throu h 
ways incloſed with trees, or oyer walls 
raiſed upon the inland waters; and 
direct their courſe through wide coun- 
tries by the fight of green hills or ſcat- 


have no means of croſſing the moun- 
tains, whole ſnows are never diſſolved ; 
nor can remove to any diſtant reſidence, ' 
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tered buildings. Even in ſummer, we 


THE RAMBLER, 
but in our boats coafting the bays, 


Conſider, Ajut; a few ſummer-day; 
and a few winter-nights, and the [ife 
of man is at an end. Night is the 
time of eaſe and feſtivity, of revels and 
iety ; but what will be the flaminę 

amp, the delicious ſeal, or the ſoft 
oil, without the {mile of Ajut!' 
Theeloquenceof Anningait was vain; 
the maid continued inexorable, and they 

arted with ardent promiſes to meet again 
fore the night of wind 
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NON ILLUM NOSTRI POSSUNT MUTARE LABORES, 
NON $I FRIGORIBUS MEDIIS HEBRUMQUE BIBAMUS, 
SITHONIASQUE NIVES HIEMIS SUBEAMUS AQUOsS K ,—— 


OMNIA VINCIT Auos. 
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LOVE ALTERS NOT FOR US MIS HARD DECREES, 

NOT Tuo“ BENEATH THE THRACIAN CLIME WE FREEZE), 
OR THE MILD BLISS OF TEMPERATE SKIES FOREGO, 
AND IN MID WINTER TREAD SITHONIAN NOW 


LOVE CONQUERS AL Lowe 


A NNINGATT, however diſcom- 
poſed by the dilatory coyneſs of 
Ajut, was yet reſolved to omit no to- 
kens of amorous reſpect ; and therefore 
preſented her at his departure with the 
ſkins of ſeven white fawns, of five ſwans 
and eleven ſeals, with three marble lamps, 
ten veſſels of ſeal oil, and a large kettle 
of braſs, which he had purchated from 
a ſhip, at the price of half a whale, and 
two horns of fea-unicorns. 
Ajut was fo much affected by the 
fondneſs of her lover, or ſo much over- 
wered by his magnificence, that ſhe 
Pollowed him to the ſea- ſide; and, when 
the ſaw him enter the boat, wiſhed aloud, 


that he might return with plenty of ſkins 


and oil; that neither the 8 
ſnatch him into the deeps, nor the ſpi- 


rits of the rocks confine him in their ca- 


verns. 


She ſtood a while to gaze upon the 


departing veſſel, and then 1 to 
her hut, filent and dejected, laid afi 
from that hour, her white deer ſkin, ſuf- 


fered her hair to ſpread unbraided on her 
ſhoulders, and forbore to mix in the 


dances of the maidens. She endeavour- 
ed to divert her thoughts by continual 
application to feminine employments, 


athered moſs for the winter lamps, and 


dried graſs to line the boots of Annin- 
gait, Of the ſkins which he had be- 


de, 
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ſtowed upon her, ſhe made a fiſhing, 
coat, a {mall boat, and tent, all of ex. 
quiſite manufacture; and while ſhe was 
thus buſied, folaced her labours with a 
ſong, in which ſhe prayed—* that her 
© lover might have hands. ſtronger than 
© the paws of the bear, and feet ſwifter 
© than the feet of the rein - deer; that his 
dart might never err, and that his boat 
© might never leak ; that he might never 
© ſtumble on the ice, nor faint in the 
© water; that the ſeal might ruſh on his 
© harpoon, and the wounded whale might 
© daſh the waves in vain,” 

The large boats in which the Green- 
landers tranſport their families, are al- 
ways rowed by women; for a man will 
not debaſe himſelf by work which re- 
quires neither fkill nor courage. An» 
ningait was therefore expoſed by idle- 
neſs to the ravages of paſſion. He went 
thrice to the ſtern of the boat, with an 
intent to leap into the water, and ſwim 
back to his miſtreſs ; but recollecting 
the miſery which they muſt endure in 
the winter, without ail for the lamp, ot 
ſkins for the bed, he reſolved to employ 
the weeks of abſence in proviſion tor a 
night of plenty and felicity. He then 
compoſed his emotions as he could, and 
expreſſed, in wild numbers and uncout| 
images, his hopes, bis ſorrows, and his 
fears. * O life,” ſays he, frail and un, 
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t certain} where ſhall wretched man 
| find thy reſemblance but in ice floating 
on the ocean? It towers on high, it 
: ſparkles from afar z while the ſtorms 
1 > an and the waters beat it, the fun 
© melts it above, and the rocks ſhatter 
| it below. What art thou, deceitful 
« pleaſure! but a ſudden blaze ſtream- 
© ing from the north, which plays a mo- 
© ment on the eye, mocks the traveller 
+ with the hopes of light, and then va- 
 niſhes for ever? What, love, art thou 
© but a whirlpool, which we approach 
t without knowledge of our danger, 
t drawn on by imperceptible degrees, 
© till we have loſt all power of reſiſtance 
© and eſcape? Till I fixed my eyes on 
© the graces of Ajut, while I had yet 
not called her to the banquet, I was 
© careleſs as the ſleeping morſe, I was 
© merry as the ſingers in the ſtars. Why, 
Ajut, did I gaze _—_ thy graces ? 
© why, my fair, did I call thee to the 
t banquet ? Yet, be faithful, my love, 
© remember Anningait, and meet my 
© return with the ſmile of virginity. I 
© will chaſe the deer, I will ſubdue the 
© whale, reſiſtleſs as the froſt of dark- 
© neſs, and unwearied as the ſummer 
© ſun. In a few weeks, I ſhall return 
© proſperous aud wealthy; then ſhall the 
© rocfith and the porpoite feaſt thy kin- 
© dred; the fox and hare ſhall cover my 
© couch; the tough hide of the ſeal ſhall 
© ſhelter thee from cold ; and the fat of 
© the whale illuminate OG 

Anningait having with theſe ſenti- 
ments conſoled his grief, and animated 
his induſtry, found that they had now 
coaſted the headland, and ſaw the whales 
ſpouting at a diſtance. He therefore 
laced himſelf in his fiſhing-boat, called 
is aſſociates to their ſeveral employ- 
ments, plied his oar and harpoon with 
incredible courage and dexterity ; andy 
by dividing his time between the chace 
and fiſhery, ſuſpended the miſeries of 
abſence and ſuſpicion. 

Ajut, in the mean time, notwithſtand- 
ing her neglected dreſs, happened, as 
the was drying ſome ſkins in the ſun, 
to catch the eye of Norngſuk, on his 
return from hunting. Norngiuk was 
of birth truly illuſtrious. His mother 
had died in childbirth, and his father, 
the moſt expert fiſher of Greenland, had 
Sas, by too cloſe purſuit of the whale. 

is dignity was equalled by his riches; 
he was maſter of four men's and two 
women's boats, had ninety tubs of oil 
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in his winter habitation, and five and 
twenty ſeals buried in the ſnow againſt 
the ſeaſon of darkneſs. When he ſaw 
the beauty of Ajut, he immediately 
threw over her the ſkin of a deer that he 
had taken, and ſoon after preſented her 
with a branch of coral. Ajut refuſed 
his gifts, and determined to admit no 
lover in the place of Anningait. 
Norngſuk, thus rejected, had recourſe 
to ſtratagem. He knew thatAjut would 
conſult an Angekkok, or diviner, con- 
cerning the fate of her lover, and the feli- 
city of her future life. He therefore ap- 
plied himſelf to the moſt celebrated An- 
e of that part of the country, and 
y a preſent of two ſeals and a marble 
kettle obtaineda promiſe, that when Ajut 
ſhould conſult him, he would declare 
that her lover was in the land of ſouls, 
Ajut, in a ſhort time, brought him a 
coat made by herſelf, and enquired what 
events were to befal her, with aſſurances 
of a much larger reward at the return 
of Anningait, if the prediction ſhould 
flatter her defires. The Angekkok 
knew the way to riches, and foretold 
that Anningait, having already caught 
two whales, would ſoon return home 
with a large boat laden with proviſions. 
This 2 ſhe was ordered 
to keep ſecret; and Norngſuk dependin 
upon bis artifice, renewed his addreſſes 
with greater confidence; but finding his 
ſuit {till unſucceſsful, applied himſelf 
to her parents with gifts and promiſes. 
The wealth of Greenland is too power- 
ful for the virtue of a Greenlander; they 
forgot the merit and the preſents of An- 
ningait, and decreed Ajut to the em- 


' braces of Norngſuk. She entreated ; 


ſhe remonſtrated ; the wept, and raved; 
but finding riches jirreũſtible, fled away 
into the uplands, and lived in a cave 
upon ſuch berries as ſhe could gather, 
and the birds or hares which ſhe had the 
fortune to enſnare, taking care, at an 
hour when ſhe was not likely to be found, 
to view the ſea every day, that ber lover 
might not miſs her at his return. 

At laſt ſhe ſaw the great boat in which 
Anningait had departed, ftealing flow 
and heavy laden — the coaſt. She 
ran with all the impatience of affection 
to cath her lover in her arms, and re- 
late her conſtancy and ſufferings. When 
the company reached the land, they in- 
formed her, that Anningait, after the 
fiſhery was ended, being unable to ſup- 
port the flow paſſage of the veſſel of 
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carriage, had ſet out before them in his 
fiſhing-boat, and they expected at their 
arrival to have found him on ſhore, . 

Ajut, diſtracted at this intelligence, 
was about to fly into the hills, without 
knowing why, though ſhe was now in 
the hands of her parents, who forced 
her back to their own hut, and endea- 
voured to comfort her; but when at laſt 
they retired to reſt, Ajut went down to 
the beach; where finding a fiſhing-boat, 
ſhe entered it without heſitation, and 
telling thoſe who wondered at her raſh- 
neſs, that ſhe was going in ſearch of An- 
ningait, rowed away with great ſwift- 
neſs, and was feen no more. 

The fate of theſe lovers gave occa- 
fion to various fictions and conjectures. 
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Some are of opinion, that they were 


changed into ſtars ; others imagine, that 
Anningait was ſeized in his paſſage by 
the genius of the rocks, and that Ajut 
was transformed into a mermaid, and 
ſtill continues to ſeek her lover in the 
deſerts of the fea. But the general per- 
ſuaſion is, that they are both in that 
part of the land of fouls where the fun 
never ſets, where oil is always freſh, 
and proviſions always warm. The vir- 
gins ſometimes throw a thimble and a 
needle into the bay from which the 
hapleſs maid departed ; and when a 
Greenlander would praiſe any couple for 
virtuous affection, he declares that they 
love like Anningait and Ajut, 
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THE MORE I HONOUR THEE, THE LESS I LOVE.» 


ONE of the deſires dictated by 
vanity is more general, or lets 
blameable, than that of being diſtin- 
guiſhed for the arts of converſation. 
Other accompliſhments may be poſſeſſed 
without opportunity of exerting them, 
or wanted without danger that the defect 
can often be remarked ; but as no man 
can live, otherwiſe than in an hermitage, 
without hourly pleaſure or vexation, 
from the fondneſs or neglect of thoſe 
about him, the faculty of giving plea- 
ſure is of continual uſe. Few are 
more frequently envied than thoſe who 
have the power of forcing attention 
wherever they come, whole entrance 1s 
conſidered as a promiſe of felicity, and 
whoſe departure is lamented, like the 
receſs of the fun from northern climates, 
as a privation of all that enlivens fancy, 
or inſpirits gaiety. 525 
It is apparent, that to excellence in 
this valuable art, ſome peculiar qualifi- 
cations are neceſſary; for every one's ex- 
perience will inform him, that the plea- 
jure which men are able to give in con- 
verſation, holds no ſtated proportion to 
their knowledge or their virtue. Many 
find their way to the tables and the par- 
ties of thoſe who never conſider them 
as of the leaſt importance in any other 


paces we have all, at one time or other, 


content to love thoſe whom we 


could not eſteem, and been perſuaded 
to try the dangerous experiment of ad- 
mitting him for a companion, whom 
we knew to be too ignorant for a coun- 
ſellor, and too treacherous for a friend. 
I queſtion whether ſome abatement of 
character is not neceſſary to general ac- 
ceptance. Few ſpend their time with 
much ſatisfaction under the eye of un- 
conteſtable ſuperiority; and therefore, 
among thoſe whoſe preſence is courted 
at aſſemblies of jollity, there are ſeldom 
found men eminently diſtinguiſhed for 
powers oracquiſitions. The wit whoſe vi- 
vacitycondemns ſlower tongues to ſilence, 
the ſcholar whoſe knowledge allows no 
man to fancy that he inſtructs him, tlie 
critick who ſuffers no fallacy to pals un- 
detected, and the reaſoner who con- 
demns the idle to thought, and the neg- 
ligent to attention, are generally prailcd 
and feared, reverenced and avoided. 
He that would pleaſe muſt rarely aim 
at ſuch excellence as depreſſes his hear- 
ers in their own opinion, or debars them 


from the hope of contributing recipro- 


cally to the entertainment of the com- 
pany. Merriment, extorted by ſallies 
of imagination, ſprightlineſs of remarks 
or quickneſs of reply, is too often what 
the Latins call the Sardinian Laughter 
a diſtortion of the face without gladneſs 
of heart. , F . 
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For this reaſon, no ſtyle of converſa- 
tion is more extenſively acceptable than 
the narrative. He who has ſtored his 
memory with flight anecdotes, private 
incidents, and perlonal peculiarities, 
ſeldom fails to find his audience favour- 
able. Almoſt every man liſtens with 
eagerneſs to contemporary hiſtory ; for 
almoſt every man has {ome real or 
imaginary connection with a celebrated 
character; ſome deſire to ad vance or op- 
poſe a riſing name. Vanity often co- 
operates with curiolity. He that is a 
hearer in one place, qualifies himſelf to 
become a ſpeaker in another ; tor though 
he cannot comprehend a leries of argu- 
ment, or tranſport the volatile ſpirit of 
wit without evaporation, he yet thinks 
himſelf able to treaſure up the various 
incidents of a ſtory, and pleaſes his hopes 
with the information which he ſhall give 
to ſome inferior ſociety. 

Narratives are for the moſt part heard 
without envy, becauſe they are not ſup- 
poſed to imply any intellectual qualities 
above the common rate. To be acquaint- 
ed with facts not yet echoed by plebeian 
mouths, may happen to one man as well 
as to another; and to relate them when 
they are known, has in appearance fo 
little difficulty, that every one concludes 
lumſelf equal to the taſk. 

But it is not eaſy, and in ſome ſituations 
of life not poſſible, to accumulate ſuch 
a ſtock of materials as may ſupport the 
expence of continual narration; and it 
trequently happens, that they who at- 
tempt this method of ingratiating them- 
ſelves, pleaſe only at the firſt interview; 
and, for want x new ſupplies of intel- 
ligence,” wear out their ſtories by con- 
tinual repetition. 

There would be, therefore, little hope 
ef obtaining the praiſe of a good com- 
panion, were it not to be gained by more 
compencious methods; but ſuch is the 
kindneſs of mankind to all, except thoſe 
who aſpire to real merit and rational dig- 
nity, that every underſtanding may find 
lome way to excite benevolence ; and 
whoever is not envied may learn the art 
of procuring love. We are willing to be 
pleaſed, but are not willing to admire; we 
avour the mirth or officiouſneſs that 
flicits our regard, but oppoſe the worth 
er ſpirit that enforces it. | 

The firſt place among thoſe that pleaſe, 
becauſe they deſire only to pleaſe, is due 
v the merry felloau, whoſe laugh is loud, 
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and whoſe voice is ſtrong; who is ready 
to echo every jeſt with obſtreperous ap- 
probation, and countenance every fro- 
lick with vociferations of applaule. It 
is not neceſſary to a merry fellow to have 
in himſelf any fund of jocularity, or 
force of conception; it is ſufficient that 
he always apprars in the higheſt exalta- 
tion of gladneſs, for the greater part of 
mankind are gay or ſerious by . 
and follow without reſiſtance the attrac- 
tion of example. 

Next to the merry fellow is the good- 
natured man, a being generally without 
benevolence, or any other virtue, than 
ſuch as igdolence and inſenſibility con- 
fer. The characteriſtick of a good- 
natured man 1s to bear a joke; to fit un- 
moved and unaffected amidſt noiſe and 
turbulence, profaneneſs, and obſcenity ; 
to hear every tale without contradiction; 
to endure inſult without reply; and to 
follow the ſtream of folly, whatever 
courſe it ſhall happen to take. The 
good-natured man is commonly the dar- 
ling of the petty wits, with whom they 
exerciſe themſelves in the rudiments of 
raillery; for he never takes advantage 
of failings, nor diſconcerts a puny ſa- 
tiriſt with unexpected ſarcaſms; but while 
the glaſs continues to circulate, content- 
edly bears the expence of uninterrupted 
laughter, and retires rejoicing at his own 
importance. 

The modeft mam is a companion of a 
yet lower rank, whole only power of 
giving pleature 1s not to interrupt it. 
The modeſt man fatisfies himſelf with 
peaceful filence, which all his compa- 
nions are candid enough to conſider as 
3 not from inability to ſpeak, 

ut willingneſs to hear. : 

Many, without being able to attain 
any general character of excellence, 
have ſome ſingle art of entertainment 
which ſerves them as a paſſport through 
the world. One I have known tor fif- 
teen years the darling of a weekly club, 
becauſe every night, preciſely at eleven, 
he begins his favourite ſong, and dur- 
ing the vocal performance, by corre- 
ſponding motions of his hand, chalks 
out a giant upon the wall. Another 
has 12 himſelf to a long ſucceſ- 


ſion of acquaintances by ſitting among 
them with his wig reverſed; another by 
contriving to ſmut the noſe of any 
ſtranger who was to be initiated in the 
club ; another by purring like a cat, — 
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then pretending to be frighted; and an- 
other by yelping like a hound, and call- 
ing to the drawers to drive out the 


Such are the arts by which cheerfulneſs 
is promoted, and ſometimes friendſhip 
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QUOD TAM GRANDE 8OPHOS CLAMAT TIBI TURBA TOGATA, 
NON TU, POMPONI, COENA DISERTA TUA EST» 


RESOUNDING PLAUDITS THO! THE CROWP HAVE RUN, 
THY TREAT 15S ELOQUENT, AND NOT THY TONGUE. 


HE world ſcarcely affords oppor- 
tunities of making any obſerva- 
tion more frequently, than on falſe 
claims to commendation. Almoſt every 
man waites part of his life in attempts 
to diſplay qualities which he does not 
poſſeſs, * to gain applauſe which he 
cannot keep; ſo that ſcarcely can two 
1 caſually meet, but one is of- 
ended or diverted by the oſtentation of 
the other. 

Ot theſe pretenders it is fit to diſtin- 

iſh thole who endeavour to deceive 

n them who are deceived ; thoſe who 
dy deſigned impoſtures promote their in- 
tereſt, or gratify their pride, from them 
who mean only to force into regard their 
latent excellencies and neglected virtues; 
who believe themſelves qualified to in- 
ſtruct or pleaſe, and therefore invite the 
notice of mankind. . 

The artful and fraudulent uſurpers of 
diſtinction deſerve greater ſeverities than 
ridicule and contempt, ſince they are ſel - 
dom content with empty praiſe, but are 
inſtigated by paſhons more pernicious 
than vanity. "They conſider the reputa- 
tion which they endeavour to eſtabliſh 
as neceſſary to the accompliſhment of 
ſome ſubſequent deſign, and value praiſe 
only as it may conduce to the ſucceſs of 
avarice or ambition, 

The commercial world is fre- 
quently put. into confuſion by the bank- 
ruptcy of merchants, that aſſumed the 
{ſplendour of wealth only to obtain the 


privilege of trading with the ſtock of ſeen ; the ſquire who, at his return from 


other men, and of contracting debts 
which nothing but lucky caſualties could 
enable them to pay; till after having 
ſupported their appearance a while b 

tumultuous magnificence of houndlets 


traffick, they fink at once, and drag 


eſtabliſhed ; arts, which thoſe who de- 
ſpiſe them ſhould not rigorouſly blame; 
except when they are practiſed at the 
expence of innocente; for it is always 
neceſſary to be loved, but not always 
neceſſary to be reverenced. 


Age wan an woe 


MazTs 
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down into poverty thoſe whom their 
equipages had induced to truſt them. 
Among wretches that place their hap- 
pineſs in the favour of the great, of 
beings whom only high titles or large 
eſtates ſet above themſelves, nothing is 
more common than to boaſt of confidence 
which they do not enjoy; to ſell promiſes 
which they know their intereſt unable to 8 
perform; and to reimburſe the tribute 1 
which they pay to an imperious maſter, 
from the contributions of meaner de- 
pendants, whom they can amuſe with 


tales of their influence, and hopes of = 

their ſolicitation, "rk 
Even among ſome, too thoughtleſs ! 

- 5 i * ery 

and volatile for avarice or ambition, bei 


may be found a ſpecies of falſehood 
more deteſtable than the levee or ex- 
change can ſhew. There are men that 
boaſt of debaucheries, of which they ne- 4. 
ver had addreſs to be guilty; ruin, by 
lewd tales, the characters of women to wha 
whom they are ſcarcely known, or by | 
whom they have been rejected; deſtroy 
in a drunken frolick the happineſs ot 
families; blaſt the bloom of beauty, aud 
intercept the reward of virtue. 
Other artificers of falſchood, though 
utterly unworthy of an ingenuous mind, 
are not yet to be ranked with flagitious 
enormities, nor is it neceſſary to incite 
ſanguinary juſtice againſt them, (ſince 
they may be adequately puniſhed by de- 
tection and laughter. The traveller 
who deſcribes cities which he has nee! 


London, tells of his intimacy with vo- 
bles to whom he has only bowed i 
the park, or coffee-houſe ; the author 
who entertains his admirers with ſorts 
of the aſſiſtance which he gives to t 
of a higher rank; the city dame wh 
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talks of her viſits at great houſes, where 
ſhe happens to know the cookmaid; are 
ſurely fuch harmleſs animals as truth 
herſelf may be content to deſpiſe with- 
out defiring to hurt them. 

But of the multitudes who ſtruggle 
in yain for diſtinction, and diſplay their 
own merits only to fee] more acutely the 
ſting of ne let, a great part are wholly 
innocent of deceit, and are betrayed, by 
infatuation and credulity, to that ſcorn 
with which the univerſal love of praiſe 
incites us all to drive feeble competitors 
out of our way. 

Few men ſuryey themſelves with ſo 
much ſeyerity, as not to admit prejudi- 
ces in their own fayour, which an artful 
flatterer may gradually — — till 
wiſhes for a particular qualification are 
improved to hopes of attainment, and 
hopes of attainment to belief of pol- 
ſeſſion. Such flatterers every one will 
find, who has power to reward their aſ- 
(duities. Wherever there is wealth, there 
will be dependance and expectation; and 
wherever there is dependance, there will 
be an emulation of ſervility. 

Many of the follies which provoke 
general cenſure, are the effects of ſuch 
vanity as, however it might have wan- 
toned in the imagination, would ſcarcely 
have dared the publick eye, had it not 
deen animated and emboldened by flat- 
tery, Whatever difficulty there may 
be in the knowledge of ourſelves, ſcarce- 
ly any one fails to ſuſpect his own im- 
perfections, till he is — by others 
to confidence, We are almoſt all na- 
turally modeſt and timorous; but fear 
and ſhame are uneaſy ſenſations, and 
whoſoever helps to remove them is re- 
ceived with kindneſs. 

Turpicula was the heireſs of a large 
eſtate, and having loſt her mother in her 
infancy, was committed to a governeſs 


whom misfortunes had reduced to ſup ; 
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_ and humility, The fondneſs of 
urpicula's father would not ſuffer him 
to truſt her at a publick ſchool, but he 
hired domeſtick teachers, and beſtowed 
on her all the accompliſhments that 
wealth could purchaſe, But how many 
things are neceſſary to happineſs which 
money canv-t obtain? Thus ſecluded 
from all with whom ſhe might converſe 
on terms of equality, ſhe heard none of 
thoſe intimations of her defects, which 
envy, petulance, or anger, produce 
among children, where they are not 
afraid of telling what they think, 
Turpicula jt nothing but obſequis 
ouſneſs, and heard nothing but com- 
mendations. None are ſo little acquaint- 
ed with the heart, as not to know that a 
woman's firſt with is to be handſome, 
and that conſequently the readieſt me- 
thod of obtaining her kindneſs is to 
praiſe her beauty. Turpicula had a 
diſtorted ſhape and a dark complexion 3 
E when the impudence of adulation 
ad ventured to tel] her of the com- 


manding dignity of her motion, and the 


{oft enchantment of her ſmile, ſhe was 
eaſily convinced that ſhe was the de- 
light or torment of every eye, and that 
all who gazed upon her felt the fire of 
envy or love. She therefore neglected 
the culture of an underſtanding which 
might have ſupplied the defects of her 
form, and applied all her care to the de- 
coration of her perſon; for ſhe con- 
ſidered that more could judge of beauty 
than of wit, and was, like the reſt of 
human heings, in haſte to be admired, 
The deſire of conqueſt naturally led her 
to the liſts in which beauty — 
her power. She glittered at court, flut - 
tered in the park, and talked aloud in 
the front - box; but, after a thouſand ex+ 
periments of her charms, was at laſt con- 
vinced that ſhe had been flattered, and that 
her glaſs was honeſter than her maid, 
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PLOVAVERE SUIS, NON RESPONDERE FAVOREM 


QUASITUM MERITIS». 


HENRY AND ALFRE D a woooonouons 


Hon. 


CLOS'D THEIR LONG GLORIES WITH A SIGH, TO FIND 
T' UNWILLING GRATITUDE OF BASE MANKIND. 


ö MON the emirs and viſiers, the 

ſons of valour and of wiſdom, that 
ſtand at the corners of the Indian throne, 
to whit the counſels or conduct the wars 
of the poſterity of Timur, the firſt place 
was long held by Morad the ſon of Ha- 
nuth. Morad having fignalized him- 
ſelf in many battles and ſieges, was re- 
warded with the government of a pro- 


. vince, from which the fame of his wiſ- 


dom and moderation was wafted to the 
pinnacles of Agra, by the prayers of 
thoſe whom Iis adminiſtration made 
happy. The emperor called him into 
his preſence, and gave into his hand the 
keys of riches, and the ſabre of com- 
mand. The voice of Morad was heard 
from the cliffs of Taurus to the Indian 
ocean, every tongue faultered in his pre- 
ſence, and every eye was caſt down be- 


- fore him. 


Morad lived many years in proſperity, 
every day increaſed his wealth, and ex- 
tended his 1nfiuence. The fages re- 
peated his maxims, the captains of thou- 
ſands waited his commands. Compe- 
tition withdrew into the cavern of en- 
vy, and diſcontent trembled at her own 
murmurs. But human greatneſs is ſhort 
and tranſitory, as the odour of incenſe 
in the fire. The ſun grew weary of 
gilding the palaces of Morad, the clouds 
of ſorrow gathered round his head, and 
the — of hatred roared about his 
dwelling. 

Morad ſaw ruin haſtily approaching. 
The firſt that forſook him were his poets; 
their example was followed by all thoſe 
whom he had rewarded for contributing 
to his e er and only a few, whoſe 
virtue had entitled them to favour, were 
now to be ſeen in his hall or chambers. 
He felt his danger, and proſtrated him- 
ſelf at the foot of the throne. His ac- 
cuſers were confident and loud, his 
friends ſtood contented with frigid neu- 
trality, and the voice of truth was over- 
borne by clamour. He was diveſted of 
his power, depriyed of his acquiſitions, 


Porr. 


and condemned to paſs the reſt of his life 
on his hereditary eſtates. 

Morad had been ſo long accuſtomed 
to crowd and buſineſs, ſupplicants and 
flattery, that he knew not how to fill 
up his hours in ſolitude ; he ſaw with re. 
gret the ſun rife to force on his eye a new 
day for which he had no uſe; and envicd 
the ſavage that wanders in thedeſert, be- 
cauſe he hat no time vacant from the calls 
of nature, but is always chaſing his prey, 
or ſleeping in his den. 

His diſcontent in time vit iated his 
conſtitution, and a flow diſeaſe ſeized up- 
on him. He refuſed phyſick, neglected 
exerciſe, and lay down on his couch 
peeviſh and reſtleſs, rather afraid-to die 
than deſirous to live. His domeſticks, 
for a time, redoubled their aſſiduities; 
but finding that no officiouſneſs could 
ſooth, nor exactneſs ſatisfy, they ſoon 
mie way to negligence and floth, and 

e that once commanded nations often 
languiſhed in his chamber without an 
attendant. 

In this melancholy ſtate, he com- 
manded meſſengers to recal his eldeſt 
fon Ahouzaid from the army. Abouzaid 
was alarmed at the account of his fa- 
ther's ſickneſs, and haſted by long jour- 
nies to his place of reſidence. Morad 
was yet living, and felt his ſtrength re- 
turn at the embraces of his ſon ; then, 
commanding him to fit down at his bed- 
fide" Abouzaid,* ſays he, thy fathet 

© has no more to hope or fear from the 
© inhabitants of the earth, the cold hand 
© of the angel of death is now upon him, 
© and the yoracious grave is howling 
© for his guys Hear therefore the pre- 
© cepts of ancient experience, let notmy 
6 laſt inſtructions iſſue forth in vain, 
Thou haſt ſeen me happy and calami- 
tous, thou haſt beheld my exaltation 
— 
6 
5 
c 


and my fall. My power is in the 


hands of my enemies, my treaſures 
have rewarded my accuſers; but my 
inheritance the clemency of the em- 


c peror has ſpared, and my wiſdom his 
pared, e * 
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© anger could not take away. Caſt 
* thine eyes round thee, whatever thou 
© beholdeſt will, ina few hours, be thine ; 
« apply thine ear to my dictates, and 
* theſe poſſeſhons will promote thy hap- 
© pineſs. Aſpire not to publick honours, 
«© enter not the palaces of kings; thy 
« wealth will ſet thee above inſult, let 
thy moderation keep thee below envy. 
Content thyſelf with private dignity, 
© difuſe thy riches among thy friends, 
© let every day extend thy beneficence, 
© and ſuffer not thy heart to be at reſt 
© till thou art loved by all to whom thou 
« art known. In the height of my pow- 
6 er, I ſaid to defamation—** Who will 
&« hear thee ?”* and to artifice—* What 
ti canſt thou perform? But, my ſon, de- 
* ſpile not thou the malice of the weakeſt; 
© remember that venom ſupplies the 
© want of ſtrength, and that the lion 
© may periſh by the puncture of an aſp.” 
Morad expired in a few hours. A- 
bouzaid, after the months of mourning, 
determined to regulate his conduct by his 
father's precepts, and cultivate the love 
of mankind by every art of kindneſs 
and endearment. He wiſely coniidered 
that domeſtick happineſs was firit to be 
ſecured, and that none have fo much 
power of doing good or hurt, as thoſe 
who are preſent in the hour of negli- 
gence, hear the burks of thoughtleſs 
merriment, and obſerve the ſtarts of un- 
guarded paſſion. He therefore augment- 
ed the pay of all his attendants, and 
requited every exertion of uncommon 
diligence by ſupernumerary gratuities. 
While he congratulated himſelf upon the 
fidelity and affection of his family, he 
was in the night alarmed with robbers, 
who being purſued and taken, declared 
that they had been admitted by one of 
his ſervants; the ſervant immediately 
confeſſed, that he unbarred the door, be- 
cauſe another not more worthy of confi- 
dence was entruſted with the keys. 
Abouzaid was thus convinced that a 
dependant could not eafily be made a 
friend; and that while many were ſoli- 
citing for the firſt rank of favour, all 
thoſe would be alienaced whom he diſap- 
pointed. He therefore reſolved to aſſo- 
ciate with a few equal companions ſe- 
lected from among Ne chiet men of the 
2 With theſe he lived happily 
ra time, till familiarity ſet them free 
from reſtraint, and every man thought 
himſelf at liberty to indulge his own 
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caprice, and advance his own opinions. 
They then diſturbed each other with 
contrariety of inclinations, and differ- 
ence of ſentiments ; and Abouzaid was 
neceſſitated to offend one party by con- 
currence, or both by indifference. | 
He afterwards determined to avoid a 
cloſe union with beings fo diſcordant in 
their nature, and to diffuſe himſelf in a 
larger circle. He practiſed the ſmile of 
univerſal courteſy, and invited all to his 
table, but admitted none to his retire- 
ments. Many who had been rejected 
in his choice of friendſhip, now refuſed 
to accept his acquaintance; and of thoſe 
whom plenty and magnificence drew to 
his table, every one preſſed forward to- 
ward intimacy, thought himſelf over- 
looked in the crowd, and murmured be- 
cauſe he was diſtinguiſhed above the 
reſt. By degrees all made advances, and 
all reſented repulſe. The table was 
then covered with delicacies in vain; the 
muſick ſounded in empty rooms; and 
Abouzaid was left to Bon in ſolitude 
ſome new ſcheme of pleaſure or ſecurity. 
Reſolving now to try the force of gra- 
titude, he enquired for men of ſcience, 
whoſe merit ws obſcured by poverty. 
His houſe was ſoon crouded with poets, 
ſculptors, painters, and defigners, who 
wantoned 1n unexperienced plenty, and 
employed their powers in celebration of 
their patron. But in a ſhort time they 
forgot the diftreſs from which they had 
been reſcued, and began to conſider their 
deliverer as a wretch of narrow capa- 
city, who was growing great by works 
which he could not perform, and whom 
they overpaid by condeſcending to ac- 
ept his bounties. Abouzaid heard 
their murmurs, and diſmiſſed them; and 
from that hour continued blind to co- 
lours, and deaf to panegyrick. 
As the ſons of art departed, mutter- 
ing threats of perpetual infamy, A- 
bouzaid, who ſtood at the gate, called to 


him Hamet the poet. Hamet, faid he, 


thy ingratitude has put an end to my 
hopes and experiments: I have now 
learned the vanity of thoſe labours 
that wiſh to be rewarded by human 
benevolence; I ſhall henceforth do 
good, and avoid evil, without reſpect 
to the opinion of men; and reſolve to 
ſolicit only the approbation of that 
Being whom alone we are ſure to pleaſe 
by endeavour ing to pleaſe him.“ 
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CEREUS IN VITIUM FLECTI, MONITORIBUS AS FIX. 


THE YOUTH 


Hor. 


YIELDING LIKE WAX, TH' IMPRESSIVE FOLLY BEARS 
ROUGH TO REPROOF, AND SLOW TO FUTURE CARES» 


TO THE RAMBLER. 


DEAR MR. RAMBLER, 

Have been four days confined to my 
I chamber by a cold, which has al- 
ready kept me from three plays, nine 
ſales, five ſhows, and ſix card-tables, 
and put me ſeventeen viſits behind-hand; 
and the doctor tells my mamma, that 
if I fret and cry, it will ſettle in my 
head, and I ſhall not be fit to be ſeen 
theſe ſix weeks. But, dear Mr. Ram- 
bler, how can I help it? At this 
very time Meliſſa is dancing with the 
prettieſt gentleman z—ſhe will breakfaſt 
with him to-morrow, and then run to 
two auctions, and hear compliments, 
and have preſents ; then ſhe will be dreſt, 
and viſit, and get a ticket to the play; 
then go to cards and win, and come 
home with two flambeaus before her 
chair. Dear Mr. Rambler, who can 
bear it? g 

My aunt has juſt brought me a bun- 
dle of your papers for my amuſement. 
She ſays, you are a philoſopher, and 
will teach me to moderate my deſires, 
and look upon the world with indiffer- 
ence. But, dear Sir, I do not wiſh, nor 
intend, to moderate my defires, nor can 
I think it proper to look upon theworld 
with indifference, till the world looks 
with indifference on me. I have been 
forced, however, to fit this morning a 
whole quarter of an hour with your 
paper before my face ; but juſt as my 


aunt came in, Phyllida had brought me 


a letter from Mr. Trip, which I put 
within the leaves, and read about abſence, 
and NN and ardour, and 
irreſiſtible paſſion, and eternal conflancy, 
while my aunt imagined that was 
puzzling myſelf with your philoſophy, 
und often cried out when ſhe ſaw me 
look confuſed—* If there is any word 
© that you do not underſtand, child, I 
© will explain it.” : a 

Dear Tul! how old people that think 
themſelves wiſe may be impoſed upon 


FRANcIS. 


But it is fit that they ſhould take their 
turn; for I am ſure, while they can keep 
poor girls cloſe in the nurſery, they ty- 
rannize over us in a very ſhameful man- 
ner, and fill ourimaginations with tales 
of terror, only to make us live in quiet 
ſubjection, and fancy that we can never 
be ſafe but by their protection. 

I have a mamma and two aunts, who 
have all been formerly celebrated for 
wit and beauty, and are ſtill generally 
admired by thoſe that value themſelves 
upon their underſtanding, and love to 
talk of vice and virtue, nature and ſim- 
plicity, and beauty and propriety ; but 
if there was not ſome hope of meeting 
me, ſcarcely a creature would come near 
them that wears a faſhionable coat. 
Theſe ladies, Mr. Rambler, have had 
me under their government fifteen years 
and a half, and have all that time been 
endeavouring to deceive me by ſuch te- 

reſentations of life as I now find not to 

true; but I know not whether I ought 

to impute them to ignorance or malice, 

as it is poſſible the world may be much 

changed ſince they mingled in general 
converſation. | 

Beingdefirous that I ſhould love books, 
they told me, that nothing but know- 
ledge could make an agreeable com- 
panion to men of ſenſe ; or qualify me 
to diſtinguiſh the ſuperficial glitter of va- 
nity from the ſolid merit of unde 
ing; and that a habit of readin- 
enable me to fill up the vacuitics . 
without the help of filly or dav- 
amuſements, and preſerve me ti. 
ſnares of idleneſs, and the int 
temptation. 

But their principal intention +45 (© 
make me afraid of men ; in which they 
ſucceeded ſo well fora time, that I durſt 
not look in their faces, or be left alone 
with them in a parlour ; for they made 
me fancy, that no man ever ſpoke but 
to deceive, or looked but to allure ; that 
the girl who ſuffered him that had once 
ſqueezed her hand to approach ker a fe. 


cond 
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cond time, was on the brink of ruin; 
and that ſhe who anſwered a billet, with- 
out conſulting her relations, gave love 
ſuch power over her, that ſhe would 
certainly become either poor or infa- 
mous. 

From the time that my leading- ſtrings 


were taken off, I ſcarce heard any men- 


tion of my beauty but from the milliner, 
the mantua- maker, and my ewn maid ; 
for my mamma never ſaid more, when 
ſhe heard me commended, but—* The 
girl is very well, and then endea- 
voured to divert my attention by ſome 
enpuiry after my needle, or my book. 

It is now three months ſince I have 
been ſuffered to pay and receive viſits, 
to dance at publick aſſemblies, to have 
a place kept for me in the boxes, and 
to play at Lady Racket's rout ; and you 
may eaſily imagine what I think of thoſe 
who have ſo long cheated me with falſe 
expectations, diſturbed me with fictitious 
terrors, and concealed from me all that 
I have found to make the happineſs of 
woman. 

I am fo far from perceiving the uſe- 
fulneſs or neceſſity of books, that if I 
had not dropped all pretenſions to learn- 
ing, I ſhould have loſt Mr. Trip, whom 
I once frighted into another box, by re- 
tailing ſome of Dryden's remarks upon 
a tragedy ; for Mr. Trip declares, that 
he hates nothing like hard words, and I 
am ſure, there 1s not a better partner to 
be found ; his very walk is a dance, I 
have talked once or twice among ladies 
abont principles and ideas, but they put 
their pins before their faces, and told 
me I was too wiſe for them, who tor 
their part never pretended to read any 
thing but the play-bill, and then aſked 
me the price of my beſt head. 

Thoſe vacancies of time which are to 
be filled up with books, I have never yet 
obtained ; for, conſider, Mr. Rambler, 
go to bed late, and therefore cannot riſe 
euly ; as ſoon as I am up, I dreſs for the 
gardens ; then walk in the park; then 
always go to ſome ſale or thow, or enter- 
tainment at the little theatre; then muſt 
be dreſſed for dinner; then muſt pay my 
Viſits; then walk in the park; then hurry 
tothe play; and from thence to the card- 
table. This is the general courſe of the 
Gay, when there happens nothing extra- 
onlinary; but ſometimes I ramble into 
the country, and come back again to a 
ball; ſometimes I am engaged for a 


wiole day and part of the night. If, at 
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any time, I can gain an hour by not 
being at home, I have ſo many things 
to do, ſo many orders to give to the 
milliner, ſo many alterations to make in 
my clothes, ſo many viſitants names to 
read over, ſo many invitations to accept 
or refuſe, ſo many cards to write, and 
ſo many faſhions to conſider, that I am 
loſt in contuſion, forced at laſt to let in 
company or ſtep into my chair, and 
leave half my affairs to the direction of 
my maid. 

This is the round of my day; and 
when ſhall I either ſtop my courſe, or ſo 
change it as to want a book? I ſuppole. 
it cannot be imagined, that any of theſe 
diverſions will ſoon be at an end. There 
will always be gardens, and a park, and 
auctions, and ſhows, and playhouſes, 
and cards; viſits will always be paid, 
and clothes always be worn ; and how 
can I have time unemployed upon my 
hands ? 

But I am moſt at a loſs to gueſs for 
what purpoſe they related ſuch tragick 
ſtories of the cruelty, perfidy, and arti- 
fices of men, who, if they ever were ſo 
malicious and deſtructive, have certainly 
now reformed their manners. I have 
not, ſince my entrance into the world, 
found one who does not profeſs himſelf 
devoted to my ſervice, and ready to live 
or die, as I ſhall coramand him. They 
are ſo far from intending to hurt me, 
that their only contention is, ' who ſhall 
be allowed moſt cloſely to attend, and 
molt frequently to treat me; when df- 
ferent places ot entertainment, or ſchemes 
of pleaſure are mentioned, I can fee the 
eye ſparkle and the cheeks glow of him 
whoſe propoſals obtain my approbation z 
he then leads me off in triumph, adores 
my condeſcenſion, and congratulates 
himſelf that he has lived to the hour of 
felicity. Are theſe, Mr. Rambler, crea- 
tures to be feared? Is it likely that any 
injury will be done me by thoſe who can 
enjoy lite only while I favour them with 
my prelence ? 

As little reaſon can I yet find to ſu- 
ſpect them of ſtratagems and fraud, 
When I play at cards, they never take 
advantage of my + miſtakes, nor exact 
from me a rigorous obſervation of the 
game. Even Mr. Shuffle, a grave gen- 
tleman, who has daughters older than 
myſelf, plays with me ſo negligently, 
that I am ſometimes inclined to believe 
he loſes his money by deſign, and yct 
he is ſo fond of play, that he ſays, he 
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will one day take me to his houſe in the 
country, that we may try by ourſelves 
who can conquer. I have not yet pro- 
miſed him; but when the town grows a 
little empty, I ſhall think upon it, for T 
want ſome trinkets, like Letitia's, to my 
watch. I do not doubt my luck, but 
mult ſtudy ſome means of amuſing my 
relations. 

For all theſe diſtinctions I find myſelf 
indebted to that beauty which I was ne- 
ver ſuffered to hear praiſed, and of 
which, therefore, I did not before know 
the full value. The concealment was 
certainly an intentional fraud, for my 


aunts have eyes like other people, and 
I am every day told, that nothing but 
blindneſs can eſcape the influence of my 
charms. Their whole account of that 
world which they pretend to know ſo 
well, has been only one fiction entangled 
with another; and though the modes of 
life oblige me to continue ſome appear. 
ances of reſpect, I cannot think that 
they, who have been ſo clearly detected 
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VAIN THE NOBLEST BIRTH WOULD PROVE, 
NOR WORTH NOR WIT AVAIL IN LOVE3 
*T1S GOLD ALONE SUCCEE DS—BY GOLD 
THE VENAL SEX 1S BOUGHT AND SOL De 
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TO THIS THE LOVER OWES HIS FALLs 


TO THE RAMZLER. 
IR, 


1 Am the ſon of à gentleman, whoſe 
anceſtors, for many ages, held the 


firſt rank in the county; till at laſt one 


of them, too deſirous of popularity, ſet 
his houſe open, kept a table covered with 
cc ntinual profuſion, and diſtributed his 
beef and ale to ſuch as choſe rather to 
live upon the folly of others than their 
own labour, with ſuch thoughtleſs libe- 
rality, that he left a third part of his 
eſtate mortg2zed. His ſucceſſor, a man 
of ſpirit, ſcorned to impair his dignity 
by parſimonious retrenchments, or to 
admit, by a ſale of his lands, any parti- 
cipation of the rights of his manor ; he 
therefore made another mortgage to pay 
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the intereſt of the former, and pleaſed — 
himſelf with the reflection, that his ſon 10 
would have the hereditary eſtate without a 
the diminution of an acre, 81 


Nearly reſembling this was the prac- 
tice of my wiſe progenitors for muy 
ages. Rvery man boaſted the antiquity 
of his family, reſolved to ſupport the 
dignity of his birth, and lived in ſplen- 
dour and plenty at the expence of his 
heir, who, ſometimes by a wealthy mar- 
riage, and ſometimes by lucky legacies, 
diſcharged part of the incumbrances, and 
thought himſelf intitled to contract new 
debts, and to leave to his children the 
ſame inheritance of embarraſſinent aud 
diſtreſs. 

Thus the eſtate perpetually decayed; 
the woods were felled by one, the pz! 
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— by another, the fiſhery let to 
rmers by a third; at laſt the old hall 
was pulled down to ſpare the coſt of re- 
paration, and part of the materials ſold 
to build a ſmall houſe with the reſt. 
We were now openly degraded from 
our original rank, and my father's bro- 
ther was allowed with leſs reluQance to 
ſerve an apprenticeſhip, though we never 
reconciled ourſelves heartily to the ſound 
of haberdaſher, but always talked of 
warehouſes and a merchant, and when 
the wind happened to blow loud, affect 
ed to pity the hazards of commerce, and 
to ſympathize with the ſolicitude of my 
r uncle, who had the true retailer's 
terror of adventure, and never expoſed 
himſelf or his property to any wider wa- 
ter than the Thames. 
In time, however, by continual pro- 
fit and ſmall expences, he grew rich, 
and began to turn his thoughts towards 
rank. He hung the arms of the family 
over his parlour-chimney; pointed at a 
chariot decorated only with a cypher ; 
became of opinion that money could not 
make a gentleman ; reſented the petu- 
lance of upſtarts; told ſtories of Alder- 
man Puff's grandfather the porter; won- 
dered that there was no better method 
for regulating precedence; wiſhed for 
ſome dreſs peculiar to men of faſhion ; 
and when his ſervant preſented a letter, 
always enquired whether it came from 
his brother the eſquire. 

My father was carzful to ſend him 
game by every carrier; which, though 
the conveyance often coſt more than the 
value, was well received, becauſe it gave 
him an opportunity of calling his friends 
together, deſcribing the beauty of his 
brother's ſeat, and lamenting his own 
ary { whom no remonſtrances could 
withhold from polluting his fingers with 
a ſhop-book. 


The little preſents which we ſeat 


were always returned with great muni- 
ficence. He was deſirous of being the 
ſecond founder of his family, and could 
not bear that we ſhould be any longer 


outſhone by thoſe whom we conſidered as 


climbers upon our ruins, and uſurpers 
of our fortune. He furniſhed our houſe 
with all the elegance of faſhionable ex - 
p_ and was careful to conceal his 
ounties, leſt the poverty of his family 
ſhould be ſuſpected. 
At length it happened that, by miſ- 
conduct like our own, a large eſtate, 
which had been purchaicd from us, was 
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again expoſed to the beſt bidder. My 
uncle, delighted with an opportunity of 
reinſtating the tamily in their poſſeſſions, 
came down with treaſures, R to 
be imagined in a place where commerce 
has not made large ſums tamiliar, and 
at once drove all the competitors away, 
expedited the writings, and took poſſeſ- 
tion. He now conſidered. himſelt as ſu- 
perior to trade, difpoſed of his ſtock, 
and as ſoon as he had ſettled his econo- 
my, began to ſhew his rural ſovereign- 
ty, by breaking the hedges of his te- 
nants in hunting, and ſeizing the guns 
or nets of thoſe whoſe fortunes did not 
qualify them for ſportſmen. He ſoon 
afterwards folicited the office of ſheriff, 
from which all his neighbours were glad 
to be reprieved, but which he regarded 
as 2 reſumption of anceſtral claims, and 
a kind of reſtoration to blood after the 
attainder of a trade, 

My uncle, whoſe mind was fo filled 
with this change of his condition, that 
he found no want of domeitick enter- 
tainment, declared himſelf too old to 
marry, and refoived to let the newly- 
purchaſed eſtate fall into the regular 
channel of inheritance. I was therefore 
conſidered as heir apparent, and courted 
with officiouſneſs and careſſes, by the 
gentlemen who had hitherto coldly al- 
lowed me that rank which they could 
not refute, depreſſed me with fudied 
neglect, and irritated me with ambigu- 
ous inſults. 

I felt not much pleaſure from the ci- 
vilities for which I knew myſelf indebt- 
ed to my uncle's induſtry, till by one of 
the invitations which every day now 
brought me, I was induced to ſpend a 
week with Lucius, whole daughter Fla- 
villa J had often ſeen and admired like 
others, without any thought of nearer 
approaches. The inequality which had 
hitherto kept me at a diſtance being now: 
levelled, I was received with every evi- 
dence of reſpect; Lucius told me the for- 
tune which he intended for his favourite 
daughter, many odd incidents obliged 
us to be often together without company, 
and I ſoon began to find that they were 
ſpreading for me the nets of matri- 
mony. 

Flavilla was all ſoftneſs and com- 
plaiſance. I, who had been excluded 
by a narrow fortune from much ac- 
quaintauce with the world, and never 
been honoured before with the notice of 
ſo fine a lady, was cafily enamcared. 
Lucius 
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Lucius either perceived my paſſion, or 

Flavilla betrayed it; care was taken, that 

our private meetings ſhould be leſs fre- 

quent, and my charmer confeſſed by her 

eyes how much pain ſhe ſuffered from 

our reſtraint. I renewed my viſit upon 

every pretence, but was not allowed one 

interview without witneſs; at laſt I de- 

clared my paſſion to Lucius, who re- 

ceived me as a Jover worthy of his 

daughter, and told me that nothing was 

wanting to his conſent, but that my 

uncle ſhould ſettle his eſtate upon me. 

I objeed the indecency of encroaching 
on his life, and the danger of provok- 

ing him by fuch an unſeaſonable de- 
mand. Lucius ſeemed not to think 
decency of much importance, but ad- 
mitted the danger of diſpleaſing, and 
concluded, that as he was now old and 
ſickly, we might, without any inconve- 
nience, wait for his death. 

With this reſolution I was better con- 
tented, as it procured me the company 
of Flavilla, in which the days paſſed 
away amidſt continual rapture ; but in 
time I began to be aſhamed of fitting 
idle, in expectation of growing rich by 
the death of my benefactor, and propoſed 
to Lucius many ſchemes of raiſing my 
ewn fortune by ſuch aſſiſtance as I knew 
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my uncle willing to give me. Luciug, 
afraid leſt I ſhould change my affection 
in abſence, diverted me from my deſign 
by diſſuaſives to which my paſſion eaſily 
liſtened. At laſt my uncle died, and 
conſidering himſelf as neglected by me, 
from the time that Flavilla took poſſeſ- 
ſion of my heart, left his eſtate to my 
younger brother, who was always he- 
vering about his bed, and relating ſto. 
ries of my pranks and extravagance, my 
contempt of the commercial dialect, and 
my impatience to be ſelling ſtock. 
My condition was ſoon known, and 
I was no longer admitted by the father 
of Flavilla, I repeated the proteſtations 
of regard, which had been formerly re. 
turned with ſo much ardour, in a letter 
which ſhe received privately, but re- 
turned by her father's footman. Con- 
tempt has driven out my love, and 1 
am content to have purchaſed, by the 
loſs of fortune, an eſcape from a harpy, 
who has joined the artifices of age to the 
allurements of youth. I am nvw going 
to purſue my. former projects with a le- 
gacy which my uncle bequeathed me, 
and, if I ſucceed, ſhall expect to hear of 
the repentance of Flavilla. 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
CON8TANTIUS, 
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LAUDIS AMORE TUMES? SUNT CERTA PIACULA QUE TE 
TER PURE LECTO POTERUNT RECREARE LIBELLO.s 


Hor. 


TO STOP THY TUMOUR}; YOU SHALL CEASE TO SWELL 


OR ART THOU VAIN ? BOOKS YIELD A CERTAIN SPELL 5 


WHEN YOU HAVE READ THEM THRICE, AND STUDIED WELL. 


HATEVER is univerſally 
deſired, will be ſought by in- 


duſtry and artifice, by merit and crimes, 


by means goed and bad, rational and 


abſurd, according to the prevalence of 


virtue or vice, of wiſdom or folly. Some 
will always miſtake the degree of their 
own deſert, and ſome will defire that 
others may miſtake it. The cunning 
will have recourſe to ſtratagem, and the 
powerful to violence, for the attain- 
ment of their wiſhes; ſome will ſtoop to 
theft, and others venture upon plunder. 


Praiſe is ſo pleaſing to the mind of 
man, that it is the original motive of 
almoſt all our actions. The deſire of 


commendation, as of every thing elle, is 


CREECH, 


varied indeed by innumerable differ- 
ences of temper, capacity, and know- 
ledge; ſome have no higher wiſh than 
for the applauſe of a club; ſome expect 
the acclamations of a county; and ſome 
have hoped to fill the mouths of all 
ages and nations with their names. 
Every man pants forthe higheſt eminence 
within his view; none, however mean, 
ever ſinks below the hope of being diſ. 
tinguiſhed by his fellow-beings ; and 
very few have, by magnanimity cr 
piety, been fo raiſed above it, as to act 


wholly without regard to cenſure or opi- 


nion. 
To be praiſed, therefore, every man 
reſolves; but reſolutions will not cxe- 
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eute ourſelves. That which all think 
too parſimoniouſly diſtributed to their 
own claims, they will not gratuitouſly 
ſquander. upon others, and ſome expe- 
dient muſt be tried, by which praiſe may 
be gained before it can be enjoyed. 

Among the innumerable bidders for 
praiſe, ſome are willing to purchaſe at 
the higheſt rate, and offer eaſe and 
health, fortune and life. Yet even of 
theſe only a ſmall part have gained what 
they ſo earneſtly defired ; the ſtudent 
waſtes away in meditation, and the ſol- 
dier periſhes on the ramparts ; but un- 
lels ſome accidental advantage co-ope- 
rates with merit, neither perſeverance 
nor ad venture attract attention, and learn- 
ing and bravery ſink into the grave with- 
out honour or remembrance. 

But ambition and vanity generally 
expect to be gratified on eaher terms. 
It has been long obſerved, that what 1s 


_ procured by {kill or labour to the firlt 


poſſeſſor, may be afterwards transferred 
tor money; and that the man of wealih 
may partake all the acquiſitions of cou- 
rage without hazard, and all the pro- 
ducts of induſtry without fatigue. It 
was eaſily diſcovered, that riches would 
obtain praiſe among other conveniencies, 
and that he whoſe pride was unluckily 
allociated with lazineſs, ignorance, or 
cowardice, needed only to pay the hire 
of a panegyriſt, and bs might be re- 
galed with periodical eulogies; might de- 
termine, at leiſure, what virtue or ſcience 
he would be pleaſed to appropriate, and 
be lulled in the evening with ſoothing 
ſerenades, or waked in the morning by 
ſprightly gratulations. 

The happineſs which mortals receive 
from the celebration of beneficengg 
which never relieved, eloquence which: 
never perſuaded, or eicgance which 
never pleaſed, ought not to be envied or 
diſturbed, when they are known ho 
reftly to pay for their entertzinment. 
but there are unmerciful exactors of 

don, who withhold the wages of 

ity; retain their encomiaſt from 

r to year by genera] promiſes and 
ng blandiſhments; and when 
'» b44 run through the whole compaſs 
” "ztery, diſmiſs him with contempt, 
becauſe his vein of fiction is exhauſted, 
A continual feaſt of commendation 
15 only to be obtained by merit or by 
wealth; many are therefore obliged to 
content themſelves with fingle morſels, 


ud recompence the infrequency of 
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their enjoyment by exceſs and riot, 
whenever {fortune ſets the banquet be- 
fore them. Hunger is never delicate; 
they who are ſeldom gorged to the full 
with praiſe, may be ſafely fed with 
groſs compliments; for the appetite muſt 
be ſatisfied before it is diſguſted. 

It is eaſy to find the moment at which 
vanity is eager for ſuſtenance, and all 
that impudence or ſervility can offer will 
be well received. When any one com- 
plains of the want of what he is known 
to poſſels in an uncommon degree, he 
certainly waits with impatience tobe 
contradicted, When the trader pre— 
tends anxiety about the payment of his 
bills, or the beauty remarks how fright- 
fully ſhe looks, then is the lucky mo- 
ment to talk of riches or of charms, of 
the death of lovers, or the honour of a 
merchant. 

Others there are yet more open and 
artle!s, who, inſtead of ſuborning a 
flatterer, are content to ſupply his place, 
and, as {ome animals impregnate them- 
ſelves, ſwell with the praiſes which the 
hear from their own tongues. © Refe is 
* dicttur laudare ſeſe, cui nemo alius con- 
« tigit laudator.—It is right, ſays Eral- 
mus, that he whom no one elſe will 
* commend ſhould beftow commer 2- 
© tions on himſelf.* Of all the uz of 
vanity, theſe are ſurely the h2ppi-{t and 


greateſt; for what is greatn«e!s or haps 
pineſs but independence on extoronl ihe 
fluences, exemption from hope er fear, 
and the powtr of ſupplying every want 
from th: common fares. ot nature, 


which can neither be cnhauſted nor pro- 
hibited > Such is the wiſe man of the 
ſtoicka; 11-1 12 the divinity of the epi- 
enreans ; and ſuch is the flatterer of 
umtelt. Every other enjoyment malice 
ay Gerroy; every other panegyrick envy 
may withhold; but no human power 
can deprive the boaſter of his own en- 
comiums. Infamy may hiſs, or con- 
tempt may growl, the hirelings of the 
great may follow fortune, and the vo- 
taries of truth may attend on virtue; 
but his pleaſures Ga remain the ſame; 
he can always liſten with rapture to 
himſelf, and leave thoſe who dare not 
repoſe.upon their own atteſtation, to be 
elated or depreſſed by chance, and toil 
on in the hopeleſs taſk of fixing caprice, 

and propitiating malice, | 
This art of happineſs has been long 
practiſed by periodical writers, with lit- 
tie apparent violation of decency. When 
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we think our excellencies overlooked by 
the world, or delire to recall the atten- 
tion of the publick to ſome particular 
performance, we fit down with great 
compoſure and write a letter to ourſelves. 
The correſpondent, whoſe character we 


THE RAMBLER, 


ſome of the periods were negligently 
cloſed, and ſome expreſſions of tamili- 
arity were uſed, which I thought might 
teach others to addreſs me with too little 
reverence, I was ſo much delighted with 
the paſſages in which mention was made 


| 

aſſume, always addreſſes us with the defe- of univerſal learning—unbounded ge- f 
rence due to a ſuperior intelligence; pro- nius—ſoul of Homer, Pythagoras, and l 
1 his doubts with a proper ſenſe of Plato ſolidity of thought—accuracy cf i 
1s own inability z offers an objection diſtinction—elegance of combination t 
with trembling diffidence; and at laſt vigour of fancy —ſtrength of reaſon— [ 
has no other pretenſions to our notice and regularity of compoſition—that IJ q 
than his profundity of reſpect, and fin. had once determined to lay it before the | 
cerity of admiration, his ſubmiſſion to publick. Three times I ſent it to the a 
our dictates, and zeal for our ſucceſs. printer, and three times I fetched it t. 
To ſuch a reader it is impoſſible to re- back. My modeſty was on the point a 
fuſe regard, nor can it eaſily be imagined of yielding, when reflecting that I was m 
with how much alacrity we ſnatch up about to waſte panegyricks on myſelf, m 
the pen which indignation or deſpair had which might be more profitably referred 1 
condemned to inactivity, when we find for my patron, I locked it up tor a het. Tu 
ſuch candour and judgment yet remain- ter hour, in compliance with the far- fe 
ing in the world. mer's principle, who never eats at home ch 
A letter of this kind I had lately the what he can carry to the market. ta 
honour of peruſing, in which, though for 
| in 
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IF GAMING DOES AN AGED SIRF ENTICY, ; the 

THEN MY YOUNG MASTER SWIF TLY LEARNS THE VICE; 5 the 

AND SHAKES, IN HANGING SLEEVES, THE LITTLE BOX AND DICE. figh 

J. Day, jun. fo 1 

ro Tui RAMBLER: glaſs, for he had ſome ruſtick habits to vs 

: overcome; but, what will not time and char 

SIR, induſtry perform? A fortnight more the { 
HAT vanity which keeps every furniſhed him with all the airs and forms the | 

man important in his own eyes, of familiar and reſpectful falutation, telliy 
inclines me to believe that neither you , from the clap on the ſhoulder to th: le 
nor your readers have yet forgotten the humble bow; he practiſes the ſtare of on th 
name of Eumathes, who ſent you a ſtrangeneſs, and the ſmile of conde- B. 
few months ago an account of his ar- ſcenſion, the ſolemnity of promiſe, and ina 
rival at London with a young nobleman the graciouineſs of encouragement, 23 diſco 
his pupil. I ſhall therefore continue if he had been nurſed at a levee ; and their 
my narrative without preface or recapi- r e with no leſs propriety than Cility 
tulation. is father, the monoſyllables of cold- exha 


My -pupil, in a very ſhort time, by 
his mother's countenance and direction, 
accompliſhed himſelf with all thoſe qua- 
Jitications which conſtitute puerile po- 
liteneſs. He became in a few days a 
perfe&t maſter of his hat, which with a 
careleſs nicety he could put off or on, 
without any need to adjuſt it by a ſecond 
motion. This was not attained but by 
frequent conſultations with his dancing- 
maſter; and conſtant practice before the 


neſs, and ſonorous periods of re{pectiul 
profeſſion. 

He immediately loſt the reſerve and 
timidity which ſolirude and ſtudy are apt 
to impreſs upon the moſt courtly genius; 
was able to enter a crowded room with 
airy civility; to meet the glances of 1 
hundred eyes without perturbation; 
addreſs thoſe whom he never ſaw before 
with eaſe and confidence, In lels than 
a month his mother declared * — 


y faction at his proficiency by a triumph- 
« ant obſervation, that ſhe believed — 
0 avould make him bluſh. 
| , The filence with which I was content- 
r ed to hear my pupil's praiſes, gave the 
; 8 lady reaſon to ſuſpett me not much de- 
- lighted with his acquiſition; but ſhe 
"of attributed my diſcontent to the diminu- 
og tion of my influence, and my fears of 
4 loſing the patronage of the family; and 
t 1 although ſhe thinks favourably of my 
the learning and morals, ſhe conſiders me 
the as wholly unacquainted with the cuſ- 
1 it toms of the polite part of mankind ; 
55 and therefore not qualified to form the 
wat manners of a young nobleman, or com- 
ſelf municate the knowledge of the world. 
1 This knowledge ſne compriſes in the 
"ig rules of viſiting, the hiſtory of the pre- 
"6h ſent hour, an early intelligence of the 
—_ change of faſhions, an extenſive acquain- 
tance with the names and faces of per- 
ſons of rank, and a frequent appearance 
in places of reſort. 
All this my pupil purſues with great 
application. He is twice a day in the 
2. Mall, where he ſtudies the dreſs of every 
man ſplendid enough to attract his no- 
tice, and never comes home without ſome 
obſervation upon ſleeves, button-holes, 
and embroidery. At his return from 
the theatre, he can give an account of 
the gallantries, glances, whiſpers, ſmiles, 
fighs, flirts, and bluſhes, of every box, 
Jux. ſo much to his mother's ſatisfaction, 
hits to that when I attempted to reſume my 
pee” character, by enquiring his opinion of 
t more the ſentiments and dition of the tragedy, 
| forms ſhe at once repreſſed my criticiſm by 
8 telling me that ſhe hoped he did not go to 
to the boſe bis time in attending to the creatures 
Gare of on the Hage. 
conde- But his acuteneſs was moſt eminently 
iſe, and hienalized at the maſquerade, where he 
ienity 23 diſcovered his acquaintance through 
4 their diſguiſes, with ſuch wonderful fa- 
ety than cility, as has afforded the family an in- 
of cold- extauſtible topick of converſation, E- 
-ſpectiul very new viſitor is informed how one 
q was detected by his gait, and another 
erve and dy the ſwing of his arms, a third by the 
are apt tols of his head, and another by his fa- 
TER vourite phraſe; nor can you doubt but 
4.9 with theſe performances receive their juſt ap- 
obf plaule, and a genius thus haſtening to 
— maturity is promoted by every art of 
85 vefort cultivation. 
lels than duch have been his endeavours, and 
her ſatis ſuch his aſſiſtances, that every trace of 


literature was ſoon obliterated, He has 
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changed his language with his dreſs, 
and inſtead of endeavouring at purity or 
propriety, has no other care than to 
catch the reigning phraſe and current 
exclamation, till by copying whatever 
is peculiar in the talk of all thoſe whoſe 
birth or fortune entitle them to imita- 
tion, he has collected every faſhionable 
barbariſm of the preſent winter, and 
ſpeaks a diale& not to be underſtood 


among thoſe who form their ſtyle by 


roring upon authors. 

To this copiouſneſs of ideas, and feli- 
city of language, he has joined ſuch 
eagerneſs to lead the converſation, that 
he is celebrated among the ladies as the 
prettieſt gentleman that the age can boaſt 
of, except that ſome who love to talk 
themſelves think him too forward, and 
others lament that, with ſo much wit and 
knowledge, he is nat taller. 

His mother liſtens to his obſervations 
with her eyes ſparkling and her heart 
beating, and can ſcarcely contain, in the 
moſt numerous aſſemblies, the expecta- 
tions which ſhe has formed for his fu- 
ture eminence. Women, by whatever 
fate, always judge abſurdly of the in- 
tellects of boys. The vivacity and con- 
fidence which attract female admiration, 
are ſeldom produced in the early part of 
life, but by ignorance at leaſt, if not by 
ſtupidity z for they proceed not from 
confidence of right, but fearleſſneſs of 
wrong. Whoever has a clear appre- 
henſion, mui have quick ſenſibility, 
and where he 1.15 no ſufficient reaſon to 
truſt his own judgment, will proceed 
with doubt and caution, becauſe he per- 
petually dreads the diſgrace of error, 
The pain of miſcarriage is naturally pro- 
portionate to the deſire of excellence 
and, therefore, till men are hardened by 
long familiarity with reproach, or have 
attained, by frequent ſtruggles, the art 
of ſuppreſſing their emotions, diffidence 
is found the inſeparable aſſociate of un- 
derſtanding. 

But ſo little diſtruſt has my pupil of 
his own abilities, that he has for ſome 
time profeſſed himſelf a wit, and tor- 
tures his imagination on all occaſions 
for burleſque and jocularity. How he 
ſupports a character which, perhaps, no 
man ever aſſumed without repentance, 
may be ealily conjectured. Wit, you 
know, is the unexpected copulation of 
ideas, the diſcovery of ſome occult re- 
lation between images in appearance re- 
mote from each cther; an effuſion of 
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vit, therefore, preſuppoſes an accumu- 
lation of knowledge; a memory ſtored 
with notions, which the imagination may 
cull out to compoſe new aſſemblages. 
Whatever may be the native vigour of 
the mind, ſhe can never form any combi- 
nations from few ideas, as many changes 
can never be rung upon a few bells. Ac- 
cident may indeed ſometimes produce a 
lucky parallel or a ſtriking contraſt; but 
theſe gifts of chance are not frequent, 
and he that has nothing of his own, and 
yet condemns himſelf to needleſs ex- 
pences, muſt live upon loans or theft. 
The indulgence which his youth has 
hitherto obtained, and the reſpect which 
his rank ſecures, have hitherto ſupplied 
the want of intellectual * 
and he imagines that all admire who ap- 
plaud, and that all who laugh are pleaſ- 
ed, He therefore returns every day to 
the charge with increaſe of courage, 
though not of ſtrength, and practiſes 
all the tricks by which wit is counter- 
feited, He lays trains for a quibble; 
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he contrives blunders for his footmag: 
he adapts old ſtories to preſent charac. 
ters; he miſtakes the queſtion, that he 
may return a ſmart anſwer; he antici. 
5 the argument, that he may plau. 
ibly object; when he has nothing to re. 
ply, he repeats the laſt words of his 
antagoniſt, then ſays—“ Your humble 
ſervant," and concludes with a laugh of 
triumph. 

Theſe miſtakes I have honeſtly at. 
tempted to correct; but, what can be ex. 
pected from reaſon, unſupported by 
taſhion, ſplendour, or authority ? He 


| hears me, indeed, or appears to hear me, 


but is ſoon reſcued from the lecture by 
more pleaſing avocations; and ſhows, 
diverſions, and careſſes, drive my pre- 
cepts from his remembrance. 

He at Jaſt imagines himſelf qualified 
to enter the world, and has met with 
adventures in his firſt ſally, which ! 
ſhall by your paper communicate to the 
publick. I am, &c. 

EUMATHES, 
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NESCIT EQUO RUDI1S 


HARERE INGENUUS FUER, 
VENARIQUE TIMET, LUDERE DOCTIOR 
SEU GRACO JUBEAS TROCHO, 


SEU MALIS VETITA LEGIBUS ALEAs 


Hor. 


NOR KNOWS OUR YOUTH, OF NOBLEST RACE, © 


TO MOUNT THE MANAG'D 


STEED, OR URGE THE CHACE 


MORE SKILL'D IN THE MEAN ARTS OF VICE, 
THE WHIRLING TROQUE, OR LAW-FORBIDDEN DICE» 


TO THE RAMBLER. 
IR,; | 


F of every kind are 
doubled when they are ſpeedily 
conferred, This is particularly true of 
the gratification of curioſity : he that 
long delays a ſtory, and ſuffers his au- 
ditor to torment himſelf with expectation, 
will ſeldom be able to recompenſe the 
uneaſineſs, or equal the hope which he 
ſuffers to be raiſed. 

For this reaſon, I have already ſent 
you the continuation of my pupil's hiſ- 
tory, which, though it contains no events 
very uncommon, may be of uſe to young 
men who are in too much haſte to truſt 
their own prudence, and quit the wing 
of protection before they are able to ſhitt 
for themſelves. ; 


FRAN cis. 


When he firſt ſettled in London, he 
was ſo much bewildered in the enormous 
extent of the town, ſo confounded by 
inceſſant noiſe, and crowds, and hurry, 
and fo terrified by rural narratives of 
the arts of ſharpers, the rudeneſs of the 
populace, malignity of porters, and 
treachery of coachmen, that he was 
afraid to go beyond the door without al 
attendant, and imagined his life in dan- 
ger if he was obliged to pals the ſtreets 
at night in any vehicle but his mother's 
chair, 

He was therefore contented, for 2 
time, that I ſhould accompany him in 
all his excurſions. But his fear abated 


as he grew more familiar with it's ob- 
jects; and the contempt to which his 
ruſticity expoſed him from ſuch of his 
companions as had accidentally * 


the town longer, obliged him to diſſem- 


"5 ble his remaining terrors. 
10 His deſire of Tibert made him now 
be willing to ſpare me the trouble of ob- 
4 ſerving his motions; but knowing how 
wack much his ignorance expoſed him to miſ- 
on chief, I thought it cruel to abandon him 
* to the fortune of the town. We went 
** together every day to a coffee-houſe, 
8 where he met wits, heirs, and fops, airy, 
ignorant, and thoughtleſs as himſelf 
* with whom he had become acquainted at 
3 card-tables, and whom he conſidered as 
1 the only beings to be envied or admired. 
Worry What were their topicks of converſation 
* I could never diſcover; for ſo much was 
OY their vivacity depreſſed by my intruſive 
= 0 ſeriouſneſs, that they ſeldom proceeded 


beyond the exchange of nods and ſhrugs, 


lifed an arch grin, or a broken hint ; except 
with when they could retire, while I was 
ch 1 looking on the papers, to a corner of the 
the room, where they ſeemed to diſburden 

their imaginations, and commonly vent- 
A. ed the ſuperfluity of their ſprightlineſs 


in a peal of laughter. When they had 
tittered themſelves into negligence, I 
could ſometimes overhear a few ſylla- 
bles, ſuch as—* Solemn raſcal—aca- 
© demical airs—ſmoke the tutor—com- 
© pany for gentlemen !* and other broken 
phraſes, by which I did not ſuffer my 
quiet to be diſturbed, for they never pro- 
ceeded to avowed indignities, but con- 
tented themſelves to murmur in ſecret, 
and, whenever I turned my eye upon 
them, ſhrunk into ſtillneſs. 

He was, however, deſirous of with- 
drawing from the ſubjection which he 
could not venture to break, and made 


cpa a ſecret appointment to aſſiſt his compa- 
on, he nions in the perſecution of a play. His 
ormous footman privately procured him a cat- 
ded by al, on which he practiſed in a back- 
hurry, garret for two hours in the afternoon. 
ives of At the proper time a chair was called; 
of the he pretended an engagement at Lady 
s, and Flutter's, and haſtened to the place 
je Was where his critical aſſociates had aſſem- 
hout al bled. They hurried away to the the- 
in dan- tre, full of malignity and denunciations 
e ſtreets ganſta man wioſe name they had ne- 
aother's ver heard, and a performance which they 
could not unde ſtand ; for they were re- 
for 2 ſolved to judge for themſelves, and would 
him in not ſuffer the town to be impoſed upon 
r abated by ſcribblers. In the pit, they exerted 
it's ob- themſelyes with great ſpirit and vivacity; 
* alled out for the tunes of obſcene ſongs, 
n O 


N. talked loudly at intervals cf Shakeſpeare 
ſ 


the 
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and Johnſon, played on their catcals a 
ſhort prelude of terror, clamoured vehe- 
mently for the prologue, and clapped 
with great dexterity at the firſt entrance 
of the players. 

Two ſcenes they heard without at- 
tempting interruption ; but being no 
longer able to reſtrain their impatience, 
they then began to exert themſelves in 
groans and hifles, and plied their cat- 
cals with inceſſant diligence; fo that 
they were ſaon conſidered by the audi- 
ence as diſturbers of the houte, and ſome 
who ſat near them, either provoked at 
the obſtruction of their entertainment, 
or defirous to preſerve the author from 
the mortification of ſeeing his hopes de- 
ſtroyed by children, ſnatched away 
their inftruments of criticiſm, and by 
the ſeaſonable vibration of a ftick, ſub- 
dued them inſtantaneouſly to decency and 
ſilence. 

To exhilarate themſelves after this 
vexatious defeat, they poſted to a tavern, 
where they recovered their alacrity, and 
after two hours of obſtreperous jollity, 
burſt out big with enterprize, and pant- 
ing for ſome occaſions to fignalize their 
proweſs, They proceeded vigorouſly 
through two ſtreets, and with very little 
e 16 diſperſed a rabble of drunk- 
ards leſs daring than themſelves, then 
rolled two watchmen in the kennel, and 
broke the windows of u tavern in which 
the fugitives took ſheiter. - At laſt it 
was determined to march up to a row of 
chairs, and demolith them for ſtanding 
on the pavement z the chairmen formed 
a line of battle, and blows were ex- 
changed for a time with equal courage 
on both fides. At laſt the aſlailants 
were overpowered, and the chairmen, 
when they knew their captives, brought 
them home by force. 

The young gentieman, next morn- 
ing, hung his head, and was ſo much 
aſhamed of his outrages and defeat, that 
perhaps he might have been checked in 
his firſt follies, had not his mother, partly 
in pity of his dejection, and partly in 
approbation of his ſpirit, relieved him 
from his perplexity by paying the da- 
mages privately, and diſcouraging all 
animadverſion and reproof. 

This indulgence could not wholly 
preſerve him = the remembrance of 
his diſgrace, nor at once reſtore his con- 
fidence and elation. He was for three 
days filent, modeſt, and compliant, and 
thought himſelf neither too wiſe for in- 
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ſtruction, nor too manly for reſtraint. 
But his levity overcame this ſalutary ſor- 
row; he began to talk. with his former 
raptures of maſquerades, tayerns, and 
frolicks; bluſtered when his wig was not 
combed with exactneſs; and threatened 
deſtruCtion to a tailor who had miſtaken 
his directions about the pocket. 

I knew that he was now riſing again 
above controul, and that this inflation of 
ſpirits would burſt out into ſome miſ- 
chievous abſurdity. I therefpre watched 
him with great attention; but one even- 
ing, having attended his mother at a 
viſit, he withdrew himſelf, unſuſpected, 
while the company was engaged at cards. 
His vivacity and officiouſneſs were ſoon 
miſſed, and his return impatiently ex- 
pected; ſupper was delayed, and con- 
verſation fiipended ; every coach that 
rattled through the ſtreet was expected 
to bring him, and every ſervant that en- 
tered the room was examined concerning 
his departure. At laſt the lady return- 
ed home, and was with great difficulty 
preſerved from fits by ſpirits and cor- 
dials. The family was diſpatched a 
thouſand ways without ſucceſs, and the 
houſe was filled with diſtraction, till, as 
we were deliberating what further mea- 
ſures to take, he returned from a petty 

ing-table, with his coat torn, and 

is head broken; without his ſword, 
ſnuff-box, ſleeve-buttons, and watch. 

Of this loſs or robbery he gave little 

account ; but, inſtead of finking into 
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his former ſhame, endeavoured to ſup. 


port himſelf by ſurlineſs and afperity, 
He was not the firſt that had played 
© away a few trifles, and of what uſe 
© were birth and fortune if they would 
© not admit ſome fallies and expences ?' 
His mamma was ſo much provoked by 
the coſt of this prank, that ſhe would 
neither palliate nor conceal it ; and hig 
father, after ſome threats of ruſtication 
which his fondneſs would not ſuffer him 
to execute, reduced the allowance of his 
pocket, that he might not be tempted 
by plenty to profuſion. This method 
would have ſucceeded in a place where 
there are no panders to folly and extra- 
vagance, but was now likely to have 
produced pernicious conſequences ; for 
we have diſcovered a treaty with a bro. 
ker, whoſe daughter he ſeems diſpoſed 
to marry, on condition that he ſhall by 
ſupplied with preſent money, for which 
he is to repay thrice the value at the death 
of his father. 

There was now no time to be loſt, 
A. domeſtick conſultation was immedi- 
ately held, and he was doomed to paſs 
two years in the country; but his mo- 
ther, touched with his tears, declared, 
that ſne thought him too much of a man 
to be any longer confined to his book, 
and he \ Sang begins his travels to- 
morrow under a French governor. 

: I am, &c. 
EUMATHES, 


* 
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THE BLESSINGS FLOWING IN WITH LIFE'S FULL TIDE, 


DOWN WITH OUR EBB OR LIFE 


AXTER, in the narrative of his 
own life, has enumerated ſeveral 
opinions, which, though he thought 
them evident and inconteſtable at his 
firſt entrance into the world, time and 
experience diſpoſed him to change. 
hoever reviews the ſtate of his own 
mind from the dawn of manhood to it's 
decline, and conſiders what he purſued 
or dreaded, lighted or eſteemed at dif- 
terent periods of his age, will have no 


reaſon to imagine ſuch changes of ſenti- 


ment peculiar to any ſtation or character. 
Every man, however careleſs and inat- 
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tentive, has convition forced upon him 
the lectures of time obtrude themſelves 

. upon the moſt unwilling or diſſipated 
auditor; and, by comparing our pal 
with our preſent thoughts, we perceive 
that we have changed our minds, though 
perhaps we cannot diſcover when the dl. 
teration happened, or by what cauſes it 
was produced. 

This revolution of ſentiments. occa- 
ſions a perpetual conteſt between the old 
and young. They who imagine them 
ſelves entitled to veneration by the pre- 


rogative of longer life, are * 
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treat the notions of thoſe whoſe conduct 


437 
light every eye, to gain every heart, and 


Pe . . 10 
they ſuperintend with ſuperciliouſneſs to be celebrated f 
. elebrat ually for h — 
= x þ 3 for want of conſidering ing levities and id 3 
ule that the future and the paſt have differ- deep reflections, and his ſparkling re- 
uld ent appearances; that the diſproportion partees. He then elevates 15 views to 
8 will always be great between expectation nobler enjoyments, and finds all the 
by and enjoyment, between new poſſeſſion ſcattered excellencies of the female world 
uld and fatiety j that the truth of many united in a woman, who prefers his ad- 
TR maxims of age, gives too little pleaſure dreſſes to wealth and titles. He is after- 
tia to be allowed till it 1s felt; and that the wards to engage in buſineſs, to diſſipate 
* miſeries of life would be encreaſed be- difficulty, and overpower oppoſition; to 
* yond all human power of endurance, if climb by the mere force of merit to fame 
pted we were to enter the world with the ſame and greatneſs; and reward all thoſe who 
thod opinion as we carry from it. countenanced his riſe, or paid due regard 
* We naturally indulge thoſe ideas that to his early excellence. At laſt he will | 
.. pleaſe us. Hope will predominate in retire in peace and honour; contract his þ 
hav every mind, till it has been ſuppreſſed views to domeſtick pleaſures; form the j 
for by frequent diſappointments. The manners of children like himſelf ; ob- 
bro. youth has not yet diſcovered how many ſerve how every year expands the beauty 
poſed evils are continually hovering about us, of his daughters, and how his ſong '1 
all bs and when he 1s ſet tree from theſhackles catch ardour from their father's hiſtory; 1 
hich of diſcipline, looks abroad into the he will give laws to the neighbourhood ; i0 
death world with rapture; he ſees an elyſian dictate axioms to poſterity; and leave the 4; 
region open before him, ſo variegated world an example of wiſdom and of hap- i 
. with beauty, and ſo ſtored with pleaſure, pineſs. | 
1 that his care is rather to accumulate With hopes like theſe, he ſallies jocund 
o paſs good, than to ſhun evil; he ſtands diſ- into life; to little purpoſe is he told, that 
. tracted by different forms of delight, the condition of humanity admits no 
clared, and has no other doubt, than which pure and unmingled happineſs; that the 
amen path to follow of thoſe which all lead exuberant gaiety of youth ends in po- 
book, equally to the bowels of happineſs. verty or diſeaſe; that uncommon quali- 
als hos He who has ſeen _— the 5: mg fications and contrarieties of excellence, 
1 of life, believes every thing to be what produce envy equally with applauſe; that 
it appears, and rarely ſuſpects that ex- whatever admiration and fondneſs may 
THIS, ternal ſplendor conceals any latent ſor- promiſe him, he muſt marry a wife like 
row or vexation. He never imagines the wives of others, with ſome virtues 
that there may be greatneſs without and ſome faults, and be as often dif. 
lafety, affluence without content, jollity guſted by her vices, as delighted by her 
52. without friendſhip, and ſolitude without elegance; that if he adventures into the 
ce. He fancies himſelf permitted to circle of action, he muſt expect to en- 
| cull the bleſſings of every condition, and counter men as artful, as daring, as reſo- 
to leave it's inconveniencies to the idle lute as himſelf; that of his children, ſome 
= the ignorant. He is inclined to be- may be deformed, and others vicious ; 
— no man miſerable but by his own ſome may diſgrace him by their follies, 
ut, and ſeldom looks with much pity ſome offend him by their inſolence, and 
5 2 failings or miſcarriages, becauſe ſome exhauſt him by their profuſion. 
Au e 2 them willingly admitted, or He hears all this with obſtinate incre- 
ches negligently incurred. 5 dulity, and wonders by what malignity 
os " t is impoſſible, without pity and old age is influenced, that it cannot for- 
iſp 5 contempt, to hear a youth of generous bear to fill his ears with predictions of 
ous = ſentiments, and warm imagination, de- miſery. | 
cbt caring in the moment of openneſs and Among other pleaſing errors of young 
en the d. confidence his deſigns and expectations; minds, is the opinion of their own im- 
en ** becauſe long life is poſſible, he conſiders portance. He that has not yet remark- 
t cau it as certain, and therefore promiſes ed how little attention his cotemporaries 
3 himſelf all the changes of happineſs, and can ſpare from their own affairs, con- 
a Yo 1 3 tifications for every de- ceives all eyes turned upon himſelf, 
en * re. He is, for a time, to give himſelf and imagines every one that approaches 
4 1 wholly to frolick and diverſion, to range him to be an enemy or a follower, an 
Y lint b . the world in ſearch of pleaſure, to de- admirer or a ſpy. He therefore conſiders 
his 


treat 
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his fame as involved in the event of every 
action. Many of the virtues and vices 
of youth proceed from this quick ſenſe 
of reputation. 
firmneſs and conſtancy, fidelity and diſ- 
intereſtedneſs; and it is this that kindles 
reſentment for light injuries, and dic- 
tates all the principles of ſanguinary 
honour. 

But as time brings him forward into 
the world, he ſoon diſcovers that he 
only ſhares fame or reproach with in- 
numerable partners; that he is left un- 
marked in the obſcurity of the crowd ; 
and that what he does, whether good or 
bad, ſoon gives way to new objects of 
regard. He then caſily (ets himſelf free 
from the anxieties of reputation, and 
conſiders praiſe or cenſure as a trauſient 


This it is that gives 


breath, which, while he hears it, is paſ. 
ſing away, without any laſting miſchief 
or advantage. 

In youth, it is common to meaſure 
right and wrong by the opinion of the 
world, and in age to act without an 
meaſure but intereſt, and to loſe ſhame 
without ſubſtituting virtue. 

Such is the condition of life, that 
ſomething is alwayswanting to liappineſs. 
In youth we have warm hopes which are 
ſoon blaſted by raſhneſs and negligence, 
and great deſigns which are defeated by 
inexperience. In age, we have know. 
ledge and prudence without ſpirit to 
exert, or motives to prompt them ; we 
are able to plan ſchemes, and regulate 
meaſures; but have not time remaining 
to bring them to completion, 
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cujvs VULTURIS HOC ERIT CADAYER! 


MART. 


SAY, TO WHAT VULTURE'S SHARE THIS CARCASE FALLS ? 


TO THE RAMELER. 
SIR, 
Belong to an order of mankind, conſi- 
derable at leaſt for their number, to 
which your notice has never been for- 
mally extended, thoughequally entitled to 
regard with thoſe triflers who have hither- 
to ſupplied you with topicks of amuſe- 
ment or inſtruction. I am, Mr. Ram- 
bler, a legacy-hunter; and as every man 
is willing to think well of the tribe in 
which his name is regiſtered, you will 
forgive my vanity if I remind you that 
the legacy-hunter, however degraded by 
an ill-compounded . appellation in our 
barbarous language, was known, -as I 
am told, in ancient Rome, by the ſono- 
rous titles of Captator and Hzredipeta. 
My father was an attorney in the 
country, who married his maſter's daugh- 
ter in s of a fortune which he did 
not obtain, having been, as he after- 
wards diſcovered, choſen by her only 
becauſe ſhe had no better offer, and was 
afraid of ſervice. I was the firſt off- 
ſpring of a marriage thus reciprocally 
dulent, and therefore could not be 
expected to inherit much dignity or ge- 
neroſity, and if I had them not from 
nature, was not likely ever to attain 


them; for in the years which I ſpent at 
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home, I never heard any reaſon for ac- 
tion or forbearance, but that we ſhould 
gain money or loſe it; nor was taught 
any other ſtyle of commendation, than 
that Mr. Sneaker is a warm man, Mr, 
Gripe has done his bulinels, and needs 
care for nobody. 

My pens though otherwiſe not 
great philoſophers, knew the force of 
early education; and took care that the 
blank of my underſtanding ſhould be 
filled with impreſſions of the value of 
money. My mother uſed, upon all oc- 
caſions, to inculcate ſome ſalutary axi- 
oms, ſuch as might incite me 7o keep 
what I had, and get what I could; ſhe 
informed me that we were in a world, 
where all muſt catch that catch can; 
and as I grew up, ſtored my memory 
with deeper obſervations ; reſtrained me 
from the uſual puerile expences, by re. 
marking, that many a little made a 
mickle ; and, when I envied the finery 
of any of my neighbours, told me, that 
Brag was a good dog, but Holdfaft wat 
a better. 

I was ſoon ſagacious enough to diſ- 
cover that I was not born to great wealth; 
and, having heard no other name for 
happineſs, was ſometimes inclined to re- 
pine at my condition. But my mother 

always 


5 always relieved me, by ſaying, that 
there was money enough in the family, 
that it was grod to be of kin to means; 

* that I had nothing to do but to pleate 

, my friends, and I might come to hold 

x up my head with the beſt {quire in the 
country. 

at Theſe ſplendid expectations aroſe from 

Fr our alliance to three perſons of conſi- 

art derable ſortune. My mother's aunt had 

9 attended on a lady, who, when ſhe died, 

by rewarded her officiouſneſs and fidelity 

bx with a large legacy. My father had two 
to relations, of whom one had broken his 
wh indentures and run to ſea, from whence, 
late after an abſence of thirty years, he re- 

n turned with ten thouſand pounds; and 

8 the other had lured an heireſs out of a 
window, who dying of her firſt child, 
had left him her eftate, on which he 
lived without any other care than to col- 

L le& his rents, and preſerve from poach- 
ers that game which he could not Kill 
himſelf. 

Theſe hoarders of money were viſited 
and courted by all who had any pretence 

Wit to approach them, and received preſents 
and compliments from couſins who 

e could ſcarcely tell the degree of their re- 

hould lations, But we had peculiar advantages 

ak which encouraged us to hope, that we 
than ſhould by degrees ſupplant our compe- 
Mr, titors. My father, by his profeſſion, 
2 made himſelf neceſſary in their affairs; 
for the failor and the chambermaid, he 
G 'not inquired out mortgages and ſecurities, 
a of and wrote bonds and contracts; and had 
hat the endeared himſelf to the old woman, who 
31d be once raſhly lent an hundred eee 
Aue of without conſulting him, by informing 
Ace her, that her debtor was on the point of 
ry axi- bankruptcy, and poſting ſo expeditiouſ- 
to keep ly with an execution, that all the other 
11. the creditors were defrauded. 
yas To the ſquire he was a kind of ſtew- 
b can; ard, and had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
memory lis office by his addreſs in raiſing the 
ined me rents, his inflexibility in diſtreſſing the 
by re- tardy tenants, and his acuteneſs in ſet- 
3 ting the pariſh free from burthenſome 
\e finery inhabitants, by ſhifting them off to ſome 
me, that other ſettlement. 
faſt aral Buſineſs made frequent attendance 
neceſſary; truſt ſoon produced intimacy z 
ch to dif- and ſucceſs gave a claim to kindneſs; ſo 
t wealth; that we had opportunity to practiſe all 
1 the arts of flattery and endearment. My 
ned to le · mother, who could not ſupport the 
9 mother thought of loſing any thing, deter- 
/ always mined, that all their fortunes ſhould cen- 
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ter in me; and, in the proſecution of 
ber ſchemes, took care to inform me 
that nothing coft leſs than good words, 
and that it is comiortable to leap into an 
eſtate which another has got. 

She trained me by theſe precepts tb 


the utmoſt ductility of obedience, and 


the cloſeſt attention to profit. At an 
age when other boys are {porting in the 
fields, or murmuring in the ſchool, I 
was contriving ſome new method of pay- 
ing my court; inquiring the age of my 
tuture benefactors ; or conſidering how 
I ſhould employ their legacies. 

If our eagerneſs of money could have 
been fatisfied with the poſſeſſions of any 
one of my relations, they might perhaps 
have been obtained; but as it was im- 
pofſible to be always preſent with all 
three, our competitors were buſy to ef- 
face any trace of affection which we 
might have left behind; and fince there 
was not, on any part, ſuch fu eriority 
of merit as could enforce a conſtant an 
unſhaken preference, whoever was the 
laſt that flattered or obliged, had, for a 
time, the aſcendant. 

My relations maintained a regular 
exchange of courteſy, took care to mils 
no occaſion of condolence or congratu- 
lation, and ſent preſents at ſtated times, 
but had in their hearts not much eſteem 
for one another. The ſeaman looked 
with contempt upon the ſquire as a 
milkſop and a landman, who had lived 
without knowing the points of the com- 
paſs, or ſeeing any part of the world 
beyond the country-town' ; and whenever 
they met, would talk of longitude and 
latitude, and circles and tropicks, would 
ſcarcely tell him the hour without ſome 
mention of the horizon and meridian, 
nor ſhe him the news without detecting 
his ignorance of the ſituation of other 
countries. 

The ſquire conſidered the ſailor as a 
rude uncultivated ſavage, with little 
more of human than his form, and di- 
verted himſelf with his ignorance of all 
common objects and affairs; when he 
could perſuade him to go into the field, 
he always expoſed him to the ſportſmen, 
by ſending him to look for game in im- 
proper prone; and once prevailed upon 
him to be preſent at the races, only that 
he might ſhow the gentlemen how a ſai- 
lor ſat upon a horſe. 

The old gentlewoman thought herſelf 


wiſer than both, for ſhe lived with no 


ſervant but a maid, and ſaved her mo- 
Dey. 
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ney. The others were indeed ſufficient- youth and avarice undertake? I had 38 g 

ly frugal; but the ſquire could not live unreſiſting ſuppleneſs of temper, and an 4 

without dogs and horſes, and the failor unſatiable wiſh for riches ; I was perpe- h 

never ſuffered the day to 5 but over tually inſtigated by the ambition of my q 
a bowl of punch, to which, as he was parents, and aſſiſted occaſionally by their 

not critical in the choice of his company, inſtructions. What theſe advantages b 

every man was welcome that could roar enabled me to perform, ſhall be told in " 

out a catch, or tell a ſtory. the next letter of, al 

All theſe, however, I was to pleaſe ; Yours, &c. le 

an arduous talk z but what will not CAPTATOR, + 

ec 

tr 
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NIL MIKI DAS VIVUS, DICIS POST FATA DATURUM), lic 

SI NON IN8ANIS, SCIS, MARO, QUID CUPIAM». ed 

MART. to 

You'VE TOLD ME, MARO, WHILST YOU LIVE, hs 

YOU'D NOT A SINGLE PENNY GIVE, ; 

BUT THAT WHENE'ER YOU CHANCE TO DIE, * 

vov'b LEAVE A HANDSOME LEGACY ; dr. 

YOU MUST BE MAD BEYOND REDRESS, na 

IF MY NEXT WISH YOU CANNOT GUESS. no 

F. LEWIS. eve 

ard 

neſs and civilities, I was always diſinifſed ten 

9 with money to buy 5 00 

rx, Life cannot be kept at a ſtand; the =o 

O U, who muſt have obſerved the years of innocence and prattle were ſoon 


inclination which almoſt every 
man, however unactive or infignificant, 
diſcovers of repreſenting his lite as diſ- 
tinguiſhed by extraordinary events, will 
not wonder that Captator thinks his 
narrative important enough to be conti- 
nued. Nothing is more common than 
for thoſe to teaze their companions with 
their hiſtory, who have neither done nor 
ſuffered any thing that can excite curio- 
ſity, or afford inſtruction. 

As I was taught to flatter with the 
firſt eſſays of ſpeech, and had very carly 
loſt every other paſſion in the deſire of 
money, I began my purſuit with omens 
of ſucceſs; for I divided my officiouſneſs 
fo judiciouſly among my relations, that 
I was equally the fayourite of all. When 
any of them entered the door, I went to 
welcome him with raptures; when he 


went away, I hung down my head, 


and ſometimes intreated to go with 
him with ſo much importunity, that I 
ny omg e a conſent which 
I dreaded 'in my heart. When at an 
annual entertainment they were all to- 
gether, I had a harder taſk ; but plied 
them ſo impartially with careſſes, that 
hone could charge me with neglect; and 
when they were wearied with my fond- 


at an end, and other qualifications were 
neceſſary to recommend me to continu- ple: 
ance of kindneſs. It luckily —.— 


that none of my friends had high no- evel 
tions of book-learning. The failor pra. 
hated to ſee tall boys ſhut up in a ſchool, mal 
when they might more properly be ſce- tho 
ing the world, and making their for- for 
tunes; and was of opinion, that when tim 
the firſt rules of arithmetick were known, hav! 
all that was neceſſary to make a man men 
complete might be learned on ſhip-board. on 
The ſquire only inſiſted, that ſo much au 
ſcholarſhip was indiſpenſably neceſſary, nigh 
as might confer ability to Low a leaſe mg 
and read the court-hands ; and the old der 
chambermaid declared loudly her con- only 
tempt of books, and her opinion that ay 1 
they only took the head off the main mou 
chance. | | was 

To unite, as well as we could, all behi 
their ſyſtems, I was bred at home. Each 1 he 
was taught to believe, that J followed horſ 
his directions, and I gained likewiſe, as exig 


my mother obſerved, this advantage, 
that I was always in the way; for ſuc 
had known many favourite children 
ſent to ſchools or academies, and for- 
gotten. 

As I grew fitter to he truſted to m 
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own diſcretion, I was often diſpatched 
upon various pretences to viſit my rela- 
tions, with directions from my parents 
how to ingratiate myſelf, and drive away 
competitors. 

I was, from my infancy, conſidered 
by the ſailor as a promiſing genius, be- 
cauſe I liked punch better than wine; 
and I took care to improve this prepoſ- 
ſeſſion by continual enquiries about the 
art of navigation, the degree of heat and 
cold in different climates, the profits of 
trade, and the dangers of ſhipwreck. I 
admired the courage of the ſeamen, and 

ained his heart by importuning him 
fr a recital of his adventures, and a 
ſight of his foreign curioſities. I liſten- 
ed with an app ꝛarance of cloſe attention 
to ſtories which I could already repeat, 
and at the cloſe never failed to expreſs 
my reſolution to viſit diſtant countries, 
and my contempt of the cowards and 
drones that ſpend all their lives in their 
native pariſh; though I had in reality 
no deſire of any thing but money, nor 
ever felt the ſtimulations of curioſity or 
ardour of adventure, but would con- 
tentedly have paſſed the years of Neſtor 
in receiving rents, and lending upon 
mortgages. 

The ſquire I was able to pleaſe with 
leſs hypocriſy, for I really thought it 
pleaſant enough to kill the game and 
eat it. Some arts of falſchood, how- 
ever, the hunger of gold perſuaded me to 
practiſe, by which, though no other 
miſchief was produced, the purity of my 
thoughts was vitiated, and the reverence 
tor truth gradually deſtroyed. I fome- 
times purchaſed fiſh, .and pretended to 
have caught them; I hired the country - 
men. to ſhew me partridges, and then 
pave my uncle intelligence of their 

aunt; I learned the ſeats of hares at 
night, and diſcovered them in the morn- 
mg with a ſagacity that raiſed the won - 
der and envy of old ſportſmen. One 
only obſtruction to the advancement of 
my reputation I could never fully ſur- 
mount; I was naturally a coward, and 


was therefore always left ſhametully 


behind, when there was a neceſſity to leap 


.a. hedge, to ſwim a river, or force the 


horſes to their utmoſt ſpeed ; but as thele 
exigencies did not frequently happen, 
I maintained my honour mY ſuihcicnt 
ſucceſs, and was never left out of a 
hunting arty. 

The old chambermaid was not fo cer - 


tainly, nor fo caſily pleaſed, for the had 
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no predominant paſſion but avarice, and 
was therefore cold and inacceſſible. She 
had no conception of any virtue in a 
young man but that of ſaving his mo- 
ney. When ſhe heard of my exploits 
in the field, ſhe would ſhake her head, 
inquire how much I ſhould be the richer 
for all my performances, and lament 
that ſuch ſums ſhould be ſpent upon dogs 
and horſes. If the ſailor told her of 
my inclination to travel, ſhe was fure 
there was no place like England, and 
could not imagine why any man that 
can live in his own country ſhould leave 
it. This ſullen andfrigid being I found 
means however to propitiate by frequent 
commendations of frugality, and per- 


petual care to avoid expence. 


From the ſailor was our firſt and moſt 
conſiderable expectation; for he was 
richer than the chambermaid, and older 
than the ſquire. He was fo awkward 
and baſhful among women, that we 
concluded him ſecure from matrimony z 
and the noiſy fondneſs with which he 
uſed to welcome me to his houſe, made 
us imagine that he would look out for 
no other heir, and that we had nothing 
to do but wait patiently for his death, 
But in the midft of our triumph, my 
uncle ſaluted us one morning with a 
cry of tranſport, and clapping his hand 
hard on my ſhoulder, told me I was a 
happy fellow to have'a friend like him 
in the world, for he came to fit me out 
for a voyage with one of his old acquain- 
tances. I turned pale and trembled ; 
my father told him, that he believed my 
conſtitution not fitted to the fea; and 
my mother, burſting into tears, criedout, 
that her heart would break if ſhe loſt 
me. All this had no effect; the ſailor 
was wholly inſuſceptive of the ſofter 
paſſions, and, without regard to tears 
or arguments, perſiſted in his reſolution 
to make me a man. " 

We were obliged to comply in ap- 
pearance, aud preparations were accord. 
ingly made. I took leave of my friends 
with great alacrity, proclaimed the be- 
n<hcence of my ek with tac higheſt 
{trains of gratitude, and rejoiced at the 
opportunity now put into my hands of 
gratitying my thirſt of knowledge. But 
a werk before the day appointed for my 
departure, I fell ſick by my mother's di- 
rection, and refuſed all food but what ſhe 
privately brought me; whenever my 
uncle viſited me I was lethargick or de- 
lirious, but took care in my raving fits 
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chandize. The room was kept dark; 

the table was filled with vials and galli- 

pots; my mother was with 3 
rſuaded not to endanger her life wit 


nocturnal attendance; my father lament- 


ed the loſs of the profits of the voyage; 
and ſuch ſuperfluity of artifices was 
employed, as perhaps might have diſco- 
vered the cheat to a man of penetration. 
But the ſailor, unacquainted with ſub- 
tilties and ſtratagems, was eafily delud- 
ed; and as the ſhip could not ſtay for 
my recovery, fold the cargo, and left 
me to re-eſtabliſh my health at leiſure. 
I was ſent to regain my fleſh in a 
urer air, leſt it ſhould appear never to 
ave been waſted, and in two months 
returned to deplore my diſappointment. 
My uncle pitied my dejection, and bid 
me prepare myſelf againſt next year, for 
no land- lubber ſhould touch his money. 
A reprieve however was obtained, and 
perhaps ſome new ſtratagem might have 
ſucceeded another ſpring; but my uncle 
unhappily made amorous advances to 
my mother's maid, who, to promote ſo 
advantageous a match, diſcovered the 
ſecret, with which only ſhe had been in- 
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DECOLOR, OBSCURUS, VILIS, NON ILLE REPEXAM 
cESARIEKM REGUM, NEC CANDIDA VIRGINIS ORNAT 
COLLA, NEC INSIGNI SPLENDET PER CINGULA MORSU 
SED NOVA SI NIGRI VIDEAS MIRACULA $SAXI, 

TUNC SUPERAT PULCHROS CULTVUS, ET QUICQUID ois 
INDUS LIT TORIBUS RUBRA SCRUTATUR IN ALGAs 


OBSCURE, UNPRI1S'D, AND DARK, THE MAGNET LIESz 
Nox LURES THE SEARCH OF AVARICIOUS EYES, | 
NOR BINDS THE NECK, NOR SPARKLES IN THE HAIR, 
NOR DIGNIFIES THE GREAT, NOR DECKS THE FAIR» 
BUT SEARCH THE WONDERS OF THE DUSKY STONE, 
AND OWN ALL GLORIES OF THE MINE OUTDONE, 
EACH GRACE OF FORM, EACH ORNAMENT OF STATE, 
. THAT DECKS THE FAIRy OR DIGNIFIES THE GREAT. 


TO THE RAMBLER. 


_ vIRg 
r you have ſeldom di- 

greſſed from moral ſubjects, I 
ſuppoſe you are not ſo rigorous or cyni- 
cal as to deny the value or uſefulneſs 
of natural philoſophy; or to have lived 
in this age of inquiry and experiment, 
without any attention to the wonders 


ey day produced by the pokers of 


ceit univerſally deteſted, 
friends, if not wholly alienated, at leaſt 
cooled in their affection; the ſquire, 
though he did not wholly diſcard me, 
was Tels fond, and often inquired when 
I would go to ſea. I was obliged to 
bear his inſults, and endeavoured to 
rekindle his kindneſs by aſſiduity and 


THE RAMBLER. 
to talk inceſſantly of travel and mer- 


truſted, He ſtormed, and raved, and 
deelaring that he would haye heirs of 
his own, and not give his ſubſtance to 
cheats and cowards, married the girl in 
two days, and has now four children, 


Comardice is always ſcorned, and de- 
I found my 


| 
| 
reſpect; but all my care was vain; he 
died without a will, and the eſtate de. 
volved to the legal heir. I 
Thus has the folly of my parents t 
condemned me to ſpend in flattery and t 
attendance thoſe years in which I might 1 
have been qualified to place myſelf above e 
hope or fear. I am arrived at manhood g 
without any uſeful art or generous ſen. t 
timent; and, if the old woman ſhould 

likewiſe at laſt deceive me, am in dan. e: 
ger at once of beggary and ignorance, t 
I am, &c. v 
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At leaſt, I may be allowed to hope 
that, ſince nothing is more contrary to 
moral excellence than envy, you wil 
not refuſe to promote the moral happi- 
neſs of others, merely becauſe you can. 
not partake of their enjoyments. _ 
In confidence, therefore, that your g- 
norance has not made you an enemy t 
knowledge, I offer you the honour df 
introducing to the notice of the public 
options aroma eddy an” 
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fn adept, who having long laboured for 


the benefit of mankind, 1s not willing, 
like too many of his predeceflors, to 


'conceal his ſecrets in the grave. 


Many have ſignalized themſelves by 
melting their eſtates in crucibles. I 
was born to no fortune, and therefore 
had only my mind and body to devote 
to knowledge, and the gratitude of po- 
ſterity will atteſt, that neither mind nor 
body have been ſpared. I have fat 
whole weeks without ſleep by the fide 
of an athanor, to watch the moment of 
projection; I have made the firſt expe- 
riment in ninetcen diving engines of 
new conſtruction; I have fallen eleven 
times ſpeechleſs under the ſhock of elec- 
tricity; I have twice diſlocated my 
limbs, and once fractured my ſkull, in 
eſſaying to fly; and four times endan- 
gered my life by ſubmitting to the 
transfuſion of blood. 

In the firſt period of my ſtudies, I 
exerted the powers of my body more 
than thoſe of my mind, and was not 
without hopes that fame might be pur- 
chated by a few broken bones without 
the toil of thinking ; but having been 
ſhattered by ſome violent experiments, 
and conſtrained to confine myſelf to my 
books, I paſſed ſix and thirty years in 
ſearching the treaſures of ancient wiſ- 
dom, but am at laſt amply recompenſed 
for all my perſeverance, 

The curiolity of the preſent race of 
philoſophers having been long exerciſed 
upon eleAricity, has been lately trans- 
formed to magnetiſm ; the qualities of 
the loadſtone have been inveſtigated, if 
not with much advantage, yet with 
great applauſe; and as the higheſt praiſe 
of art is to imitate nature, I hope no 
man will think the makers of artificial 
magnets celebrated or reverenced above 
their deſerts. 

I have for ſome time employed myſelf 
in the ſame practice, but with deeper 
knowledge and more extenſive views. 
While, my contemporaries were touch- 
ing needles and raifing weights, or buſy- 
Ing themſelves with inclination and va- 
riation, I have been examining thoſe 
qualities of magnetiſm which may be 
applied to the accommodation and hap- 
pineſs of common life. I have left to 
inferior underſtandings the care of con- 
ducting tne ſailor through the hazards 
of the ocean, and reſerved to myſelf the 
more difficult and illuftrious province of 
preſerving the connubial compact from 


violation, and ſetting mankind free for 
ever from the danger of ſuppoſititious 
children, and the torments of fruitleſs 
vigilance and anxious ſuſpicion. 

To defraud any man of his due praiſe 
is unworthy of a philoſopher; I ſhall 
therefore openly confeſs, that I owe the 
firſt hint of this ineſtimable ſecret to the 
Rabbi Abraham Ben Hannaſe, who, in 
his treatiſe of precious ſtones, has left 
this account of the magnet: xumxRORpPN; 
&c. The calamita, or loadſtone that 
attracts iron, produces many bad fan- 
taſies in man. Women fly from this 
ſtone. If therefore any huſband be 
diſturbed with jealouſy, and fear leſt 
his wife converſes with other men, let 
him lay this ſtone upon her while ſhe 
is afleep. If ſhe be pure, ſhe will, 
when ſhe awakes, claſp her huſband 
fondly in her arms; but if ſhe be guilty, 
ſhe will tall out of bed, and run away.” 
When firſt I read this wonderful paſ- 
ſage, I could not eaſily conceive why it 
had remained hitherto unregarded in 
ſuch a zealous competition for magneti- 
cal fame. It would ſurely be unjult to 
ſuſpe&t that any of the candidates are 
{trangers to the name or works of Rabbi 
Abraham, or to conclude, from a late 
edict of the Royal Society in favour of 
the Engliſh language, that philoſophy 
and literature are no longer to act in 
concert, Yet, how ſhould a quality ſo 
uſeful eſcape promulgation but by the 
obſcurity of the language in which it 
was delivered? Why are footmen and 
chambermaids paid on every fide for 
keeping ſecrets which no caution nor ex- 
pence could ſecure from the all- penetrat- 
ing magnet? Or, why are ſo many 
witneſſes ſummoned, and fo many arti- 
fices practiſed, to diſcover what fo eaſy 
an experiment would infallibly reveal? 

Full of this perplexity, I read the 
lines of Abraham to a friend, who ad- 
viſed me not to expoſe my life by a mad 
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indulgenceof the love of fame; he warned 


me by the fate of Orpheus, that know- 
ledge or genius could give no protection 
to the invader of female prerogatives; 
allured me that neither the armour of 
Achilles, nor the antidote of Mithri- 
dates, would be able to preſerve me; and 
counſelled me, if I could not live with - 
out renown, to attempt the acquiſition 
of univerſal empire, in which the honour 
would perhaps be equal, and the dan» 

ger certainly be leſs. 
I. a ſolitary ſtudent, pretend not to 
31.2 much 
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much knowledge of the world, but am 
unwilling to think it ſo generally cor- 
rupt, as that a ſcheme for the detection 
or incontinence ſhould bring*any danger 
upon it's inventor. My friend has in- 
deed told me, that all the women will 
be my enemies, and that however I flat- 
ter myſelf with hopes of defence from 
the men, I ſhall certainly find myſelf 
deſerted in the hour of danger. Of the 
young men, ſaid he, ſome will be afraid 
of ſharing the diſgrace of their mothers, 
and ſome the danger of their miſtreſſes; 
of thoſe who are married, part are al- 
ready convinced of the falſehood of their 
wives, and part ſhut their eyes to avoid 
conviction z, few ever ſought for virtue 
in marriage, and therefore few will 
try whether they have found it. Al- 
moſt every man is careleſs or timorous, 
and to truſt is eaſier and ſafer than to 
examine. 

Theſe obſervations diſcouraged me till 
I began to conſider what reception I was 
likely to find among the ladies, whom 
I have reviewed under the three claſſes of 
maids, wives, and widows, and cannot 
but hope that I may obtain ſome coun- 
tenance among them. The ſingle la- 
dies I ſuppoſe univerſally ready to pa- 
tronize my method, by which connubial 
wickedneſs may be detected, ſince no 
woman marries with a previous deſign to 
be unfaithful to her huſband, And to 
keep them ſteady in my cauſe, I promiſe 
never to ſell one of my magnets to a 
man who ſteals a girl from ſchool ; mar- 
ries a woman forty years younger than 
himſelf ; or employs the authority of 
parents to obtain a wife without her own 
conſent. 

Among the married ladies, notwith- 
ſtanding the inſinuations of flander, I 
yet reſolve to believe, that the greater 
part are my friends, and am at leaſt 
convinced, that they who demand the 
teſtp and appear on my fide, will ſup- 
ply, by their ſpirit, the deficiency of 
their numbers, and that. their enemies 
will fhrink and quake at the fight of a 
magnet, as the ſlaves of Scythia fled 
from the ſcourge. 

The widows will be confederated in 
my favour by their curioſity, if not by 
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various degrees of ſtrength. I have 


their virtue; for it may be obſerved, that 
women who have outlived their huC. 
bands, always think themſelves entitled 
to ſuperintend the conduct of young 
wives; and as they are themſelves in no 
danger from this magnetick trial, I ſhall 
expect them to be eminently and una. 
nimouſly zealous in recommending it. 
With theſe hopes I ſhall, in a ſhort 
time, offer to ſale magnets armed with a 
particular metallick compoſition, which 
concentrates their virtue, and determines 
their agency. It is known that the effi- 
cacy of the magnet, in common opera. 
tions, depends much upon it's armature 
and it cannot be imagined that a ſtone, 
naked or caſed only in the common 
manner, will diſcover the virtues 
aſcribed to it by Rabbi Abraham. The 
ſecret of this metal I ſhall carefully con- 
ceal, and therefore am not afraid of 
imitators, nor ſhall trouble the offices 
with ſolicitation for a patent. 
I ſhall (ell them of different ſizes, and 


ſome of a bulk proper to be hung at the 
bed's head, as ſcare-crows, and ſome ſo 
ſmall that they may be ealily concealed, 
Some I have ground into oval forms to 
be hung at watches; and ſome, for the 
curious, I have ſet in wedding-rings, 
that ladies may never want an atteſtation 
of their innocence. Some I can pro- 
duce ſo ſluggiſh and inert, that they will 
not 2& before the third failure; and 
others ſo vigorous and animated, that 
they exert their influence againf unlaw- 
ful wiſhes, if they have been willingly 
and deliberately indulged. As it is my 
practice honeſtly to tell my cuſtomers 
the properties of my magnets, I can 
Judge by their choice of the delicacy of 
their ſentiments. Many have been con- 
tented to ſpare coſt by purchaſing only 
the loweſt degree of efficacy, and all 
have ſtarted with terror from thoſe which 
operate upon the thought. One young 
lady only fitted on a ring of the ſtrong- 
eſt energy, and declared that ſhe ſcorned 
to ſeparate her wiſhes from her acts, or 
allow herſelf to think what ſhe was 
forbidden to praftiſe, I am, &c. 
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N EMO PETIT MODICIS QUA MITTERANTUR AMICIS 

A SENECA, QUE P1180 BONUS, QUA COT TA SOLEBAT 
LARGIRI, NEMPE ET TITULIS ET FASCIBUS OLIM 
MAJOR HABEBATUR DONANDI GLORIA 5 SOLUM 
POSCIMUS UT COENES CIVILITER;z HOC FACE, ET EST0, 
KS To, UT NUNC MUTTI, DIVES TIII, PAUPER AMICIS, 


Jovs 


NO MAN EXPECTS (FOR WHo $0 MUCH A $OT 
WHO HAS THE TIMES HE LIVES IN $0 FORGOT?) 
WHAT SENECA, WHAT P1$S0 Uus'D TO SEND, 
TO RAISE, OR TO SUPPORT A SINKING FRIEND» 
THOSE GODLIKE MEN, TO WANTING VIRTUE KIND, 
BOUNTY WELL PLAC'D, PREFERR'D, AND WELL DESIGN'D, 
To ALL THEIR TITLES, ALL THAT HEIGHT OF POW R, 
WHICH TURNS THE BRAINS OF FOOLS, AND FOOLS ALONE ADOREs 
WHEN YOUR POOR CLIENT Is CONDEMN'D T”' ATTEND, x 
IS ALL WE ASK, RECELVE HIM AS A FRIEND: 
DESCEND TO THIS, AND THEN WE ASK NO MORE 
RICH TO YOURSELF, TO ALL BESIDE BE POOR, 


TO THE RAMBLER, 
un. RAMBLER, 

UCH is the tenderneſs or infirmity 

of many minds, that when any at- 
fliction oppreſſes them, they have imine- 
diate recourſe to lamentation and com- 
plaint, which, though it can only be 
allowed reaſonable when evils admit of 
remedy, and then only when addreſſed 
to thoſe from whom the remedy is ex- 
pected, yet ſeems even in hopeleſs and 
incurable diſtreſſes to be natural, fince 
thoſe by whom it is not indulged, ima- 
gine that they give a proof of extraor- 
dinary fortitude by ſupprefling it. 

I am one of thoſe who, with the 
Sancho of Cervantes; leave to higher 
characters the merit of ſuffering in ſi- 
lence, and give vent without ſcruple to 
any ſorrow that ſwells in my heart. Tt 
is therefore to me a ſevere aggravation 
of a calamity, when it is ſuch as in the 
common opinion will not juſtify the 
acerbity of. exclamation, or ſupport the 
tolemnity of vocal grief. Yet many 
pans are incident to 2 man of delicacy, 
which the unfeeling world cannot be 
perſuaded to pity, and which, when 
they are ſeparated from tacir peculiar 
and perſonal circumſtances, will never 
de conſidered as important enough to 
claim attention, or deſerve redreſs. 

Of this kind will appear to groſs and 
vulgar apprehenſions, the miſeries which 

endured in a morning viſit to Proſpero, 


a man lately raiſed to wealth by a lucky 


\ 
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projet, and too much intoxicated b 
ſudden elevation, or too little poliſhed 
by thought and converſation, to enjoy 
his preient fortune with elegance and 
decency. 

We ſet out in the world together; and 
for a long time mutually aſſiſted each 
other in our exigencies, as either hap- 
pened to have money or influence be- 
yond his immediate neceffities. You 
know that nothing generally endears 
men fo much as participation of dangers 
and misfortunes; I therefore always con- 
ſidered Profpero as united with me in the 
ſtrongeſt league of kindneſs, and ima- 
gined that our friendſhip was only to 
be broken by the hand of death. I felt 
at his ſudden ſhoot of ſucceſs an honeſt 
and diſintereſted joy; but as I want no 
part of his ſuperfluities, am not willing 
to deicend from that equality in which 
we hitherto have lived. 

Our intimacy was regarded by me'as 
a dilpenſation from ceremonial viſits; 
and it was ſo long before I ſaw him at 
his new houſe, that he gently complain- 
e:! of my neglect, and obliged me to 
come on a day appointed. I kept my 
promiſe, but found that the impatience 
of my friend aroſe not from any detre 
to communicate his happineſs, but to 
envoy his ſuperiority. 

When I told my name at the door, 
the footman went to tee if his mattcr 
was at hoine, an, by the tardineſs or 
his return, gave my reaſon to ſuſpect that 

tume 
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time was taken to deliberate, He then 
informed me, that Proſpero deſired my 
company, and ſhowed the ſtaircaſe care- 
fully ſecured by mats from the pollution 
of my feet. The beſt apartments were 
oltentatiouſly ſet open, that I might 
have a diſtant view cf the magnificence 
which I was not permitted to approach'; 
and my old friend receiving me with all 
the inſolence of condeſcenſion at the top 
of the ſtairs, conducted me to a back 
room, where he told me he always 
breakfaſted when he had not great com- 
pany. 

On the floor where we fat Jay a car- 
pet covered with a cloth, of which Pro- 
ſpero ordered his ſervant to lift up a 
corner, that I might contemplate the 
brightneſs of the colours, and the ele- 
gance of the texture, and aſked me whe- 
ther I had cver ſeen any thing ſo fine be- 
fore. I did not gratify his folly with 
any outeries of admiration, but coldly 


bade the footman let down the cloth. 


We then fat down, and I began to 
hope that pride was glutted with perſe- 
cution, when Proſpero defired that I 
would give the ſervant leave to adjult 
the cover of my chair, which was ſlipt 
a little aſide to ſhow the damaſk; he in- 
formed me that he had beſpoke ordinary 
chairs for common uſe, but had been 
diſappointed by his tradeſmen. I put 
the chair aſide with my foot, and drew 
another ſo haſtily, that I was entreated 
not to rumple the carpet. 

Breakfaſt was at laſt (et, and as I was 
not willing to indulge the peeviſhnels 
that began to ſeize me, I commended 
the tea; Proſpero then told me, that 
another time I ſhould taſte his fincft 
ſort, but that he had only a very ſmall 

uantity remaining, and reſerved it for 
thoſe whom he thought himſelf obliged 
to treat with particular reſpect. 

While we were converſing upon ſuch 
ſubjeRs as imagination happened to ſug- 
geſt, he frequently digreſſed into direc- 
tions to the ſervant that waited, or made 
a ſlight enquiry after the jeweller or ſil- 


verſmith; and once, as I was purſuing 


an argument with ſome degree of car- 


neſtneſs, he ſtarted from his poſture of 


attention, and ordered, that if Lord 
Lofty called on him that morning, he 
ſhould be ſhewn into the beſt parlour, 
My patience was not yet wholly ſub- 
dued. I was willing to promote his 
atis faction, and therefore obſerved, that 
the figures on the china were eminently 


retty. Proſpero had now an opportu. 
— of calling frk his Drefiles Mins. 
Which, ſays he, © I always aſſociate 
* with my chaſed tea-kettle.” The cups 
were brought; I cnce reſolved not to 
have looked upon them, but my curio- 


ſity prevailed, When I had examined 


them a little, Proſpero defired me to ſet 
them down, for they who were accuſ. 
tomed only to common diſhes, ſeldom 
handled ching with much care. You 
will, I hope, commend my philoſophy, 
when I tell you that I did not daſh his 
baubles to the ground. 

He was now ſo much elevated with 
his own greatneſs, that he thought ſome 
humility neceſſary to avert the glance 
of envy, and therefore told me, with 
an air of ſoft compoſure, that I was 
not to eſtimate life by external appear- 
ance, that all theſe ſhining acquititions 
had added little to his happinels, that 
he till remembered with pleaſure the 
days in which he and I were upon the 
level, and had often, in the moment of 
reflection, been doubtful, whether he 
ſhould loſe much by changing his condi- 
tion for mine. 

I began now to be afraid leſt his pride 
ſhould, by filence and ſubmiſſion, be 
emboldened to inſults that could not 
eaſily be borne, and therefore coolly con- 
ſidered, how I ſhould repreſs it without 
ſuch bitterneſs of reproof as I was yet 
unwilling to uſe. But he interrupted 
my meditation, by aſking leave to be 
dreſſed, and told me, that he had pro- 
miſed to attend ſome ladies in the park, 
and, if I was going the ſame way, would 
take me in his chariot. I had no incli- 
nation to any other favours, and there- 
fore left him without any intention of 
ſeeing him again, unleſs ſome misfor- 
tune ſhould reſtore his underſtanding. 

I am, &c. ASPER» 


Though I am not wholly inſenſible 
of the provocations which my corre- 
ſpondent has received, I cannot altoge- 
ther commend the keenneſs of his re- 
ſentment, nor encourage him to perfil 
in his reſolution of breaking off all com- 
merce with his old acquaintance. One 
of the golden precepts of Pythagorss 
directs, that a friend ſbould not be haied 
for little faults ; and ſurely, he upon 
whom nothing worſe can be charged, 
than that he mats his ſtairs, and cover 
his carpet, and ſets out his finery to ſhow 
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uſe it, has yet committed nothing that 
ſhould exclude him from common de- 
grees of kindneſs. Such improprieties 
often proceed rather from ſtupidity than 
malice, Thoſe who thus ſhine only to 
dazzle, are influenced merely by cuſtom 
and example, and neither examine, nor 
are qualified to examine, the motives 
of their own practice, or to ſtate the 
nice limits between elegance and of. 
tentation. They are often innocent of 
the pain which their vanity produces, 
and inſult others when they have no 
worſe purpoſe than to pleaſe them- 
ſelves. 
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He that too much reſines his delicacy 
will always endanger his quiet. Of 
thoſe with whom nature and virtue 
oblige us to converſe, ſome are ignorant 
of the arts of pleaſing, and offend when 
they deſign to careſs ; ſome are negli- 
gent, and gratify themſelves without 
regard to the quiet of another; ſome 
perhaps are malicious, and feel no 
greater ſatisfaction in proſperity, than 
that of raiſing envy and trampling in- 
feriority. But whatever be the motive 
of inſult, it is always beſt to overlook 
it, for folly ſcarcely can deſerve reſent- 
ment, and malice is puniſhed by neglect. 


No CCI. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1752. 


63632  ANCTUS HABERI 


PROMISSIQUE TENAX DICTIS FACTISQUE MERERI1S ? 


AGNOSCO PROCERE Ms 


Juv. 


CONVINCE THE WORLD THAT YOU'RE DEVOUT AND TRUEy 
RE JUST IN ALL YOU SAY, AND ALL YOU DO; 

WHATEVER BE YOUR BIRTH, YOU'RE SURE TO BE 

A PEER OF THE FIRST MAGNITUDE TO ME« 


OY LE has obſerved, that the ex- 

cellency of manufactures, and the 
facility of labour, would be much pro- 
moted, if the various expedients and 
contrivances which lie concealed in pri- 
vate hands were by reciprocal commu- 
nications made generally known; for 
there are few operations that are not 
pertormed by one or other with ſome 
peculiar advantages, which though 
ingly of little importance, would by 
conjunction and concurrence open new 
inlets to knowledge, and give new 
powers to diligence. 

There are, in like manner, ſeveral 
moral excellencies diſtributed among 
the different claſſes of a community. 
It was ſaid by Cujacius, that he never 


| read more than one book, by which he 


was not, inſtructed 3 and he that ſhall 
enquire after virtue with ardour and at- 
tention, will ſeldom find a man by 
whoſe example or ſentiments he may 


| not be improved, 


Every profeſſion has ſome eſſential 
and appropriate virtue, without which 
there can be no hope of honour or ſuc- 
cels, and which, as it is more or leſs 
Cultivated, confers within it's ſphere of 
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activity different degrees of merit and 
reputation. As the aſtrologers range 
the ſubdiviſions of mankind under the 
planets which they ſuppoſe to influence 
their lives, the moraliſt may diſtribute 
them according to the virtues which 
they neceſſarily practiſe, and conſider 
them as diſtinguiſhed by prudence or 
fortitude, diligence or patience. 

So much are the modes of excellence 
ſettled by time and place, that men may 
be hcard boaſting in one ſtreet of that 
which they would anxiouſly conceal in 
another. The grounds of ſcorn and 
eſteem, the topicks of praiſe and ſatire, 
are varied according to the ſeveral vir- 
tues or vices which the courſe of life has 
diſpoſed men to admire or abhor ; but 
he who is ſolicitous for his own im- 
provement muſt not be limited by local 
reputation, but ſclect from every tribe 
ot mortals their characteriſtical virtues, 
and conſtellate in himſelf the ſcattered 
graces which ſhine ſingle in other men. 

The chief praiſe to which a trader 
aſpires is that of punctuality, or an 


exact and rigorous obſervance of com- 


mercial engagements; nor is there any 
vice of which he ſo much dreads the im- 
| putation, 
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utation, as of negligence and inſtabi- 
ity. This is a quality which the inte- 
reit of mankind requires to be diffuſed 
through all the ranxs of life, but which 
many ſeem to conſider as a vulgar and 
ignoble virtue, below the ambition of 
greatneſs or attention of wit, ſcarcely 
requiſite among men of gajety and ſpi- 
rit, and ſold at it's highelt rate when it 
is ſacrificed to a frolick or a jeſt. 

Every man has daily occaſion to re- 
mark — * vexations ariſe from this pri- 
vilege of deceiving one another. The 
active and vivacious have to long dil- 
dained the reſtraints of truth, that pro- 
miles and appointments have loſt their 
cogency, and both parties neglect their 
ſtipulations, becauſe each concludes that 
they will be broken by the other. 

Negligence is firſt admitted in {mall 
affairs, and ſtrengthened by petty in- 
dulgencies. He that is not yet harden- 
ed by cuſtom, ventures not on the vio- 
Jation of important engagements, but 
thinks himſelf bound by his word in 
caſes of property or danger, though he 
allows himſelf to forget at what time 
he is to meet ladies in the park, or at 
—_ tavern his friends are expecting 

im. 

This laxity of honour would be more 
tolerable, if it could be reitrained to 
the play-houſe, the ball-room, or the 
card- table; yet even there it is ſufficient- 
ly troubleſome, and darkens thoſe mo- 
ments with expectation, ſuſpenſe, and 
reſentment, which are {et aſide for plea- 
ſure, and from which we naturally hope 
for unmingled enjoyment, and total 
relaxation. But he that ſuffers the 
ſlighteſt breach in his morality, can 
ſeldom tell what ſhall enter it, or how 
wide it ſhall be made; when a paſſage 
is open, the influx of corruption 1s 
every moment wearing down oppoſi- 
tion, and by flow degrees deluges the 
heart. 

Aliger entered the world a yonth of 
lively imagination, extenſive views, and 
untainted principles. His curioſity in- 
cited him to range from place to place, 
and try all the varieties of converſation ; 
his elegance of addreſs and fertility of 
ideas gained him friends wherever he 
appeared; or at leaſt he found the ge- 
neral kindneſs of reception always 
thewn to a young man whoſe birth and 
fortune gave him a claim to notice, and 
who has neither by vice cr folly deſtroy- 
ed his priviieges. Aliger was pleated 
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them. He reſolved to travel, and t read 
his cheſts on ſhipboard, but delayed the; 
follow them ti be loit his paſſage. Mud 


with this general ſmile of mankind, and 
was induſtrious to preſerve it by com- 
pliance and officiculneſs, but did not 
ſuffer his deſire of pleaſing to vitiate his 
integrity. It was his eſtabliſhed maxim, 
that a promiſe is never to be broken; 
nor was it without ſome reluQance that 
he once ſuffered himſelf to be drawn 
away from a feſtal engagement by the 
importunity of another company, 

He ſpent the evening, as is uſual in 
the rudiments of vice, in perturbation 
and impertect enjoyment, and met his 
diſappointed friends in the morning 
with contuſion and excuſes, His com- 
panions, not accuſtomed to ſuch ſcru- 
pulous anxiety, laughed at his uncaſi. 
neis, compounded the offence for a bot. 
tle, gave hun courage to break his word 
agam, and again levied the penalty, 
He ventured the fame experiment upon 
another ſociety, and found them equally 
ready to confider it as a venial fault, 
always incident to a man of quicknel; 
and gaiety, till by degrees he began to 
think himſelf at liberty to follow the 
laſt invitation, and was no longer ſhock. 
ed at the turpitude of falſchood. He 
made no difficulty to promiſe his pre- 
ſence at diſtant places, and if liſtleſsneſs 
happened to creep upon him, would fit 
at home with great tranquillity ; and has 
often ſunk to ſleep in a chair, while he 
held ten tables in continual expectations 
of his entrance, 

It was ſo pleaſant to live in perpetnal 
vacancy, that he ſoon diſmiſſed his at- 
tention as an uſeleſs incumbrance, and 
reſigned himſelf to careleſſneſs and di- 
ſipation, without any regard to the fu- 
ture or the paſt, or any other motive of 
action than the impulſe of a fudden de- 
ſire, or the attraction of immediate plca- 
ſure. The abſent were immediately 
forgotten, and the hopes or fears felt by 
others had no influence upon bis con- 
duct. He was in ſpeculation complete. 
ly juſt, but never kept his promi!c to: 
creditor ; he was benevolent, but 4. 
ways deceived thoſe friends whom 
undertook to patronize or aſſiſt; he vw 
prudent, but ſuffered his affairs to 
embarraſſed for want of regulating N' 
accounts at ſtated times. He courtcd1 
young lady, and when the ſettlements 
were drawn, took a ramble into the 
country on the day appointed to be! 
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was ſummoned as an evidence in a cauſe comply; but time flips e, tibly 
& Or 


ot of great importance, and loitered on away, while he is either id uſy z 
is the way till the trial was paſt. It is his friends loſe their opportunities, and 
n, faid, that when he had, with great ex- charge upon him their miſcarriages and 
n; kale, formed an intereſt in a borough, calamities. 
at is opponent contrived, by tome agents, This character, however contemptible, 
wn who znew his temper, to lure him away is not peculiar to Aliger. They whoſe 
the on the day of election. activity of imagination is often ſnifting 
His benevolence draws him into the the ſcenes of expectation, are frequent- 
in commiſſion of a thouſand crimes, which ly ſubject to ſuch ſallies of caprice as 
tion others lels kind or civil would eſcape. make all their actions fortuitous, deſtroy 
his His courtely invites application; his the value of their friendſhip, obſtruct 
ling rin produce dependence; he has the efficacy of their virtues; and ſet 
_—_ is pockets filled with petitions, which them below the meaneſt of thoſe that 
cru- he intends ſome time to deliver and en- perſiſt in their reſolutions, execute what 
eaſi- force, and his table covered with letters they deſign, and perform what they have 
bot- of requeſt, with which he purpotes to promiſed. 
word 
zalty. 
upon No CCII. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1752. 
jually 
kault, Uebe amayre Tring e 6 wlyng ręd ut, 
Knels Kai râvrac dur x ενN Wirohaj EH. 
gan to O di Atręlog re? H Mepio KEVETTEDV 
w the Aravra r dyyiapa, aa wpic, Peg st. 
hock- CALLIMACKU8. 
'. FROM NO AFFLICTION IS THE POOR EXEMPT 
o# mips HE THINKS EACH EYE SURVEYS HIM WITH CONTENT, 
eſsnels UNMANLY POVERTY SUBDUES THE HEART, 
wuld fit CEANKERS EACH WOUND, AND SHARPENS EVERY DART. 
and bas F. Lzw1s. 
ohile he | | 
ations MONG thoſe who have endea- dition expreſſed by that term as his ex- 
voured to promote learning, and perience or obſervation will not eaſily 
erpetual rectify judgment, it has been long cuſ- difcover to be true. Inſtead of the 
his at- tomary to complain of the abuſe of meanneſs, diſtreſs, complaint, anxiety, 
\Ce, and words, which are often admitted to ſig- and dependance, which have hitherto 
and dil- nity things ſo different, that, inſtead of been combined in his ideas of poverty, 
the fu- aſtiting the underſtanding as vehicles he will read of content, innocence, and 
notive 0 of knowledge, they produce error, diſ- cheerfulneſs, of health and ſafety, tran- 
dden de- ſention, and perplexity, becauſe what quillity and freedom; of pleaſures not 
late plca- is affirmed in one ſenſe is received in known but to men unincumbered with 
mediateh mother. ſſeſſions; and of ſleep that ſheds his 
rs felt by It this ambiguity ſometimes embar- ballamick anodynes only on the cottage. 
his con- raſſes the moſt lolemn controverſies, and Such are the bleſſings to be obtained 
complete. WF obſcures the demonſtrations of ſcience, by the reſignation of riches, that kings 
om 101 it may well be expected to infeſt the might deſcend from their thrones, and 
„but 4. pompous periods of declaimers, whoſe generals retire from a triumph, only to 
whom * Wi purpoſe is often only to amuſe with fal- flumber undiſturbed in the elyſium of 
t; be wu lacies, and change the colours of truth poverty. 
airs t0 Wi and falſchood ; or the muſical compo- If theſe authors do not deceive us, 


ulating "Wi fitions of poets, whoſe ſtyle is profeſſed- nothing can be more abſurd than that 
e court*0 1B ly figurative, and whoſe art is imagined perpetual conteſt for wealth which keeps 
ſettlemenißz do contift in diſtorting words from their the world in commotion ; nor any com- 


> into © original meaning. plaints more juſtly cenſured than thoſe 
ted to Vf There are few words of which the which proceed from want of the gifts 
1, ane reader believes himſelf better to know of fortune, which we are taught by the 


t delt the import than of poverty ; yet whoever great maſters of moral wiſdom to con- 
ralſagt. ſtudies either the poets or "Sidofophire, ſider as golden ſhackles, by which the 
„vill find ſuch an account of the con- wearer is at once ar aud adorned 3 
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as luſcious poiſons which may for a time 
pleaſe the palate, but ſoon betray their 
malignity by languor and by pain. 

It is the great privilege of poverty to 
be happy unenvied, to be healthful 
without phyſick, and ſecure without a 
guard; to obtain from the bounty of 
nature, what the great and wealthy are 
compelled to procure by the help of art- 
iſts and attendants, of flatterers and of 
ſpies. 

But it will be found, upon a near- 
er view, that they who extol the happi- 
neſs of poverty, do not mean the iame 
ſtate with thoſe whodeplore it's miſeries. 
Poets have their imaginations filled with 
ideas of magnificence z and being ac- 
cultomed to contempiate the dowatal of 
empires, or to contrive forms of lamen- 
tations for monarchs in diſtreſs, rant all 
the claſſes of mankind in a ſtate of po- 
verty, who make no appreaches to the 
dignity of crowns. To be poor, in the 
epick language, is only not to command 
the wealth of nations, nor to have nects 
and armies in pay. 

Vanity has perhaps contributed to 
this impropriety of ſtyle. Re that 
wiſhes to become a philoſopher at a 
cheap rate, eaſily gratifics his ambition 
by ſubmitting to poverty when he does 
not feel it, and by boaſting his contempt 
of riches, when he has already more 
than he enjoys. He who would ſhow 
the extent of his views, and grandeur 
of his conceptions, or diſcover his ac- 
quaintance with ſplendor and magnifi- 
cence, may talk like Cowley of an 
humble Ration and quict obſcurity, of 
the paucity of nature's wants, and the 
inconveniencies of ſuperfluity, and at 
laſt, like him, limit his defires to five 
hundred pounds a year; a fortune in- 
deed not exub.rant when we compare it 
with the expences of pride and luxury, 
but to which it little becomes a philoſo- 
pher to affix the name of poverty, ſince 
no man can, with any propriety, be 
termed poor, who does not fee the great- 
er part of mankind richer than himſelf. 

As little is the general condition of 
human life underſtood by the panegyriſts 
and hiſtorians, who amuſe us with ac 
counts of the poverty of heroes and 
ſages. - Riches are of no value in them- 
ſelves, their uſe is diſcovered only in 
that which they procure. They are not 
coveted, unleſs by narrow underitand- 
ings, which confound the means with 


the and, but for the ſeke of power, in- 
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fluence, and eſteem; or by ſome of leſz 
elevated and refined ſentiments, as ne. 
ceſſary to ſenſual enjoyment. 
The pleaſures of luxury, many have, 
without uncommon virtue, been able to 
deſpiſe, even when affluence and idle. 
neſs have concurred to tempt them; and 
therefore he who feels nothing from in- 
digence but the want of gracifications 
which he could not in any other condi. 
tion make conſiſtent with 1nnocencs, 
has given no proof ct eminent patience, 
Eftzem and influence every man dehres, 
but they are equally pleaſing and equally 
valuable, by whatever means they are ob- 
tained; and whoever has found the art of 
ſecuring them without the help of money, 
ought, m reality, to be accounted rich, 
ſince he has all that riches can purchate 
to a wife man. Cincinnatus, though he 
lived upon a few acres, cultivated by 
bis own hand, was ſufficiently removed 
from all the evils generally comprehend. 
ed under the.name of poverty, when his 
reputation was ſuch, that the voice of 
his country called him from his farm to 
take abſolute command into his hand; 
nor was Diogenes much mortifed by 
his reſidence in a tub, where he was ho- 
noured with the viſit of Alexander the 
Great. 
The ſame fallacy has conciliated vene- 
ration to the religious orders. Whenwe 
vehold a man abdicating the hope of 
terreſtrial poſſetions, and precluding 
himſeif by an irrevocable yow from the 
purſuit and acquiſition of all that his 
tellow-beings conſider as worthy of 
v-iſhes and endeavours, we are imme- 
diately truck with the purity, abſtrac- 
tion, and firmneſs of his mind, and re- 
gard him as wholly employed in ſecur- 
ing the intereſts of futurity, and devoid 
ot any other care than to gain at whatever 
price che ſureſt paſſage to eternal reſt. 
Vet what can the votary be juſtly 
fad to have Joſt of his preſent happi- 
nels? If he reſides in a convent, he 
converſes only with men whoſe condi- 
tion is the ſame with his own ; he has 
frou; the munificence of the founder 
all the neceſſaries of life, and is fate 
from that def{itution which Hooker de- 
clares to be ſuch an $npediment to wir- 
tue, as, till it be removed, ſuffereth u 
the mind of man to admit au other care. 
All temptations to envy and competi- 
tion arc ſhut ont from his retreat; he is 
not pained with the ſight of unattain- 
able dignity, nor infulted with the biu- 
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ter of inſolence, or the ſinile of forced 
familiarity. If he wanders abroad, the 
ſanctity of his character amply compen- 
fates all other diſtinctions, he is ſedom 
ſeen but with reverence, nor heard but 
with ſubmiſſion. 

It has been remarked, that death, 
though often deed in the field, ſeldom 
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if 
fails to terrify when it approaches the 
bed of fickneſs in it's natural horror; fo 


poverty may ealily be endured, while 


aſſociated with dignity and reputation, 
but will always be ſhunned and dreaded 
when it is accompanicd with ignominy 
and contempt. 
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CUM VOLETILLA DIES, qu NIL NISI CORPORIS HUJUS 
JUS HABET, INCERTI SPATLIUM MIKI FINIAT AI. 


Ovp. 


COME, SOON OR LATF, DEATH'S UNDETERMIN'D DAY, 
THIS MOR TAL BEING ONLY CAN DECAY« 


T ſeems to be the fate of man to ſeek 
all his conſolations in futury. The 
time preſent is ſeldom able to fill defire 
or imagination with immediate enjoy - 
ment, and we are forced to ſupply it's 
deficiencies by recollection or anticipa- 
tion. 
Every one has ſo often detected the 
fallaciouſneſs of hope, and the incon- 
venience of teaching himſelf to expect 
what a thouſand accidents may preclude, 
that, when time has abated the confi- 
dence with which youth ruſhes out to 
take poſſeſſion of the world, we endea- 
your, or wiſh, to find entertainment in 
the review of life, and to repoie upon 
real facts, and certain experience. This 
is perhaps one reaſon, among many, 
why age delights in narratives. 

But fo full is the world of calamity, 
that every ſource of pleaſure is polluted, 
and every retirement of tranquillity dif- 
turbed. When time has ſupplied us 
with events ſufficient to employ our 
thoughts, it has mingled them with to 
many diſaſters, that we ſhrink from their 
remembrance, dread their intruſion upon 
our minds, and fly from them as from 
enemies that purſue us with torture. 

No man paſt the middle point of life 
can it down to feaſt upon the pleaſures 
of youth without finding the banquet 
imbittered by the cup of ſorrow ; he 
may revive lucky accidents, and pleaſing 
extravagancies; many days of harmlets 
trolick, or nights of honeſt feſtivity, 
will perhaps recur ; or, if he has been 
engaged in ſcenes of action, and ac- 
quainted with affairs of difficulty and 
vieiſſitudes of fortune, he may enjoy ws 
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nobler pleaſure of looking back upon 
diſtreſs firmly ſupported, dangers reſo- 
lutely encountered, and oppoſition art. 
fully defeated. ZEneas properly com- 
forts his companions, when after the 
horrors of a ſtorm they have landed on 
an unknown and deſolate country, with 
the hope that their miſeries will be at 
ſome diſtant time recounted with delight. 
There are few higher gratifications than 
that of reflection on ſurmonnted evils; 
when they were not incurred nor pro- 
tracted by our fault, and neither re- 

proach us with cowardice nor guilt. 
But this felicity is almoſt always 
abated by the reflection, that they with 
whom we ſhould be moſt pleaſed to ſhare 
it are now in the grave. A few years 
make ſuch havock in human generations, 
that we ſoon (ce ourſelves deprived of 
thoſe with whom we entered the world, 
and whom the participation of pleaſures 
or tatigues had endeared to our remem- 
brance. The man of enterprize re- 
counts his adventures and expedients, 
but 1s forced, at the cloſe of the relation, 
to pay a figh to the names of thoſe that 
contributed to his ſucceſs; he that paſſes 
his life among the gayer part of man- 
kind, has his remembrance ſtored with 
remarks and repartees of wits, whoſe 
ſprightlineſs and merriment are now loſt 
in perpetual filence; the trader, whoſe 
induſtry has ſupplied the want of inheri- 
tance, repines in ſolitary plenty at the 
abſence of companions with whom he 
had planned out amuſements for his lat- 
ter years; and the icholar, whoſe merit, 
after a long ſeries of efforts, raiſes him 
from obſcurity, looks round in vain 
3L2 from 
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from his exaltation for his old friends 
or enemies, whoſe applauſe or :nortifr. 
cation would heighten his triumph. 

Among Martial's requiſites to happi- 
neſs is, Res neun parta labore, ſed re- 
lidta an eſtate not gained by induſtry, 
but left by inheritance. It is neceſſar 
to the completion of every good, that it 
be timely obtained; for whatever comes 
at the cloſe of life, will come too late to 
give much delight ; yet all human hap- 
pineſs has it's defects. Of what we do 
not gain for ourſelves we have only a 
faint and imperfe& fruition, becauſe we 
cannot compare the difference between 
want and poſſeſſion, or at leaſt can de- 
rive from it no conviction of our own 
abilities, nor any increaſe of ſelf-eſteem; 
what we acquire by bravery or ſcience, 
by mental or corporal diligence, comes 
at laſt when we cannot communicate, 
and therefore cannot enjoy it. 

Thus every period of life is obliged 
to borrow it's happineſs from the time 
to come. In youth we have nothing 
paſt to enteriain us, and in age we de- 
rive little from retrc{pe& but hopeleſs 
ſorrow. Yet the future likewiſe has it's 
limits, which the imagination dreads to 
approach, but which we ſee to be not far 
dittant. The loſs of our friends and 
companions impreſſes hourly upon us 
the neceſſity of our own departure : we 
know that the ſchemes of man are 
quickly at an end, that we mult ſoon 
he down in the grave with the forgotten 
multitudes of former ages, and yield 
our place to others, who, like us, ſhall 
be driven awhile, by hope or fear, about 
the ſurface of the earth, and then like 
us be loſt in the ſhades of death. 

Beyond this termination of our ma- 
terial exiſtence, we are therefore obliged 
to extend our hopes; and almoſt every 
man indulges his imagination with lome- 
thing which is not to happen tili he has 
changed his manner of being: tome 
amule themſelves with entails and ſet- 
tlements, provide for the perpetuation 
of ſamilies and honours, or contrive to 
obviate the diſſipation of the fortunes 
which it has been their buſineſs to accu- 
mulate ; others, more refined or exalted, 
congratulate their own hearts upon the 
future extent of their reputation, the 
reverence of diſtant nations, and the gra- 
titude of unprejudiced polterity. 
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They whoſe ſouls are ſo chained down 
to coffers and tenements, that they can. 
not conceive a ſtate in wh.ch they fall 
look upon them wich leis iolicitude, are 
ſeldom attentiveor flexibleto arguments; 
but the votaries of fame are capable of 
reflection, and therefore may He called 
to reconſider the probability of their ex- 

octations. 

Whether to be remembered in remote 
times be worthy of a w.ie man's wiſh, 
has not yet been ſatis actorily decided; 
and, indeed, to he long remembered, 
can happen to ſo imall a number, that 
the bulk of mankind has very little in. 
tereſt in the queſtion. There is never 
room in the world for more than a cer- 
tain quantity or meaſure of renown, 
The neceſſary buſineſs oi life, the imme. 
diate pleaſures or pains ot every condi- 
tion, leave us not leiſure beyond a fixed 
proportion for contemplations which do 
nat iorcihly influence our preſent wel- 
fare. When this vacuity is filled, no 
characters can be admitted into the cir. 
culation of fame, but by occupying the 
place of {ome that mult be thruſt into 
oblivion. The eye of the mi 
that of the body, can only ext: 
view to new objects, by loſing 
thoſe which are now before it. 

Reputation is therefore a meteoi 
blazes a while and diſappears foi 
and if we except a few tranſcende 
invincible names, which no revolution: 
of opinion or length of time is able to 
ſuppreis; all thoſe that engage our 
thoughts, or diverſify our converſation, 
are every mement haſting to obſcurity, 
as new favourites are adopted by faſhion. 

It is not therefore from this world 
that any ray of comfort can proceed to 
cheer the gloom of the laſt hour. But 
futurity has ftill it's proſpects; there is 
yet happineſs in reſerve, which, if we 
transfer our attention to it, will ſupport 
us in the pains of diſeaſe, and the lan- 
guor of decay. This happineſs we may 
expect with confidence, becauſe it is out 
of the power of chance, and may be at- 
tained by all that ſincerely defire and 
earneſtly purſue it. On this therefore 
every mind ought finally to reſt. Hope 
is the chief bleſſing of man, and that 
hope only is rational of which we are 
certain that it cannot deceive us. 
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E GED, Lord of Ethiopia, to the in- 

habitants of the world : to the ſons 

of Preſumption, humizity and fear; and 

to the daughters of Sorrow, content and 
acquieſcence. 

Thus, in the twenty-ſeventh year of 
his reign, ſpoke Seged, the monarch of 
forty nations, the diftributor of the wa- 
ters of the Nile— At length, Segedy 
© thy toils are at an end; thou haſt re- 
© conciled diſaffection, thou haſt tup- 
© prefled rebellion, thou haſt pacified the 
© jealouſies of thy courtiers, thou haſt 
chaſed war from thy confines, and 
© exected fortreſſes in the lands of thy 
© enemics. All who have offended thee, 
tremble in thy preſence, and wherever 
thy voice is heard, it is obeyed. Thy 
( throne is ſurrounded by armies, nu- 
© merous as the locuſts of the ſummer, 
and reſtleſs as the blaſts of peſtilence. 
Thy magazines are ſtored with ammu- 


JtioNls nition, thy treaſuries overflow with the 
ble to tribute of conquered Kingdoms. Plen- 
e Our ty waves upon thy fields, and opulence 
ation, glitters in thy cities. Thy nod is as 
Uritys the earthquake that ſhakes the moun- 
(h10N- ' tains, and thy ſmile as the dawn of 
world ' the vernal day. In thy hand is the 
ceed to * ſtrength of thouſands, and thy health 
But ' is the health of millions. Thy palace 
here is is gladdened by the ſong of praiſe, and 
„i we thy path pertumed by the breath of he- 
lu pport ' nediction. Thy ſubjects gaze upon 
he lan- thy greatneſs, and think of danger or 
we may ' milery no more. Why, Seged, wilt 
it is out not thou partake the bleſſin s thou 
be at- deſtoweſt? Why ſhouldit thou only 
fire and forbear to rejoice in this general felici- 
herefore F ty? Why ſhould thy face be clouded 
| Hope with anxiety, when the meaneſt of 
and that thoſe who call thee ſovereign gives the 
We are day to feſtivity and the night to peace? 
8. At length, Seged, reflect and be wiſe. 
What is the gift of conqueſt but ſafe- 
en. 


ty, why are riches collected but to 
purchaſe happineſs ?* 


deged then ordered the houſe of plea- 
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NEMO TAM DIVES HABUILIT FAVENTES, 
CRASTINUM UT POSSIT SIEI POLLICERT, 


SENECA. 


OF HEAVEN'S PROTECTION WHO CAN BE 
$0 CONFi3DENT TOUTTER THIS— 
TO-MORROW I WILL SPEND IN BL1Ss ? 
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ſure, built in an iſland of the Lake Dam- 
bea, to be prepared for his reception. 
© I will retire,” ſays he, for ten days, 
© from tumult and care, from counſals 
and decrees. Long quiet is not the 
lot of the governors of nations, but à 
ceſſation of ten days cannot be denied 
me. This ſhort interval of happineſs 
may ſurely be ſecured from the inter- 
ruption of tear or perplexity, ſorrow 
or diſappointment. I will exclude all 
trouble trom my abode, and remove 
from my thoughts whatever may con- 
fule the harmony of the concert, or 
abate the ſweetneſs of the banquet. I 
will fill the whole capacity of my ſoul 
with enjoyment, and try what it is to 
live without a wiſh unſatisfied.* 

In a few days the orders were per- 
formed, and Seged haſted to the * hk 
of Damben, which ſtood in an ifland 
cultivated only for pleaſure, planted with 
every flower that ſpreads it's colours te 
the tun, and every ſhrub that ſheds fra- 
grance in the air. in one part of this 
extenſive garden were open walks for 
excurſions in the morning; in another, 
thick groves, and filent arbours, and 
bubbling fountains, for repoſe at noon. 
All that could ſolace the ſenſe, or flatter 
the fancy, all that induſtry could extort 
from nature, or wealth turniſh to art, 
a!l that conqueſt could ſeize, or bene- 
ficence attract, was collected together, 
and every perception of delight was ex- 
cited and gratified. 

Into this delicious region Seged ſum- 
moned all the perſons of his court who 
ſeeined eminently qualified to receive or 
communicate pleaſure, His call was 
readily obeyed ; the young, the fair, the 
vivacious, and the witty, were all in 
haſte to be ſated with felicity. They 
ſailed jocund over the lake, which ſeem- 
ed to ſmooth it's ſurface before them: 
their paſſage was cheered with muſick, 
and theis hearts dilated with expecta- 
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Seged landing here with his band of 
leafure, determined from that kour to 
8 off all acquaintance with diſcon- 
tent, to give his heart for ten days to 
eaſe and jollity, and then fall back to 
the common ſtate of man, and ſuffer his 
life to be diverſified, as before, with joy 
and forrow. 

He immediately entered 'his chamber, 
to conſider where he ſhould begin his 
circle of happineſs. He had all the art- 
iſts of delights before him, but knew not 
whom to call, ſmce he could not enjoy 
one, but by delaying the performance of 
another. He choſe and rejected, he re- 
ſolved and changed his reſolution, till his 
faculties were haraſſed, and his thoughts 
confuſed; then returned to the apart- 
ment where his preſence was expected, 
with languid eyes and clouded counte- 
nance, and ſpread the infection of un- 
eaſineſs over the whole aſſembly. He 
obſerved their depreſſion, and was offend- 
ed, for he found his vexation increaſed 
by thoſe whom he expected to diffipate 
and relieve it. He zetired again to his 

rivate chamber, and ſought for conſo- 

tion in his own mind; one thought 
flowed in upon another; a long ſucceſ- 
fion of images ſeized his attention; the 
moments crept imperceptibly away 
through the gloom of penſiveneſs, till 
having recovered his tranquillity, helift- 
ed up his head, and ſaw the lake bright- 
ened by the ſetting ſun. * Such, ſaid 
Seged, {ighing, is the longeſt day of 
human exiſtence: before we have learn- 
© ed to uſe it, we find it at an end.” 

The regret which he felt for the loſs 
of ſo great a part of his firſt day, took 
from him all diſpoſition to chioy the 

evening; and after having endeavoured, 
for the fake of his attendants, to force 
an air of gaicty, and excite that mirth 
which he could not ſhare, he reſolvec 
to refer his hopes to the next morning, 
and lay down to partake with the flaves 
of labour and poverty the bleſſing of 
ſleep. 

He roſe early the ſecond morning, and 
reſolved now to be happy. He there- 
fore fixed upon the gate of the palace 
an edlict, importing, that whoever, dur- 
ing nine days, ſhould appear in the pre- 
ſence of the king with a dejected counte- 
nance, or utter any expreſſion of diſcon- 
tent or ſorrow, ſhould be driven for ever 
from the palace of Dambea. 

This edict was immediately made 
Ezown in every chamber of the court, 


and bower of the gardens. _ Mirth was 
frighted away, and they who were before 
dancing in the lawns,-or ſinging in the 
ſhades, were at once engaged in the care 
of regulating their looks, that Seged 

. . ” . 
might find his will punctually obeyed, 
and ſee none among them liable to ba- 
niſhment. | | 

Seged now met every face ſettled in x 
ſmile; but a ſmile that betrayed ſolici- 
tude, timidity, and conſtraint. He ac- 
coſted his favourites with familiarity and 
ſoftneſs ; but they durſt not ſpeak with. 
out premeditation, left they ſhould be 
convicted of diſcontent or ſorrow. He 
propoſed diverſions, to which no objec. 
tion was made, becauſe objection would 
have implied uneaſineſs; but they were 
regarded with indifference by the cour. 
tiers, who had no other delire than to 
ſignalize themſelves by clamorous exul- ( 
tation. He offered various topicks wi 
converſation, but obtained only torced H; 
jeſts, and laborious laughter; and after pri 
many attempts to animate his train to in 
confidence and alacrity, was obliged to ful 
conſeſs to himſelf the impotence of com- 15 
mand, and reſign another day to grief Th 
and diſappointment. bir 

He at laſt relieved his companions from 
their terrors, and ſhut himſelf up in his 
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chamber, to aſcertain, by different mea- bin 
ſures, the felicity of the ſucceeding days. foir 
At length he threw himſelf on the bed, fon 
and cloſed his eyes, but imagined, in his flig 
ſleep, that his palace and gardens were utte 
overwhelmed by an inundation, and ma? 
waked with all the terrors of a man wit! 
ſtruggling in the water. He compoſed 7 
himſelf again to reſt, but was affrightcd acci 
by an imaginary irruption into his Ring- mel: 
dom, and ſtriving, as is uſual in dreams, him 
without ability to move, fancied himte!! the 
betrayed to his enemies, and again ſtart- ſelf! 
ed up with horror and indignation. havi 
It was now day, and tear was lo leſs | 
ſtrongly impreſſed on his mind, that be den 
could ſleep no more. He role, but ts worm 
thoughts were filled with the deluge and Who! 
invaſion, nor was he able to diſengage his youn 
attention, or mingle with vacancy and lake, 
eaſe in any amuſement. At length H want 
perturbation gave way to reason, auh bim 
he reſolved no longer to be haraſſed b. his fe 
viſſonary miſeries; but before this relo lake, 
lution could be completed, half the 02) to |; 


had elapſed : he felt a new conviction c 
the uncertainty of human ſchemes 

- * 
and could not forbear to bewail the 


weakneſs of that being whoſe quict 1 
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to be interrupted by vapours of the 


Pe ; 2 in lamenting the paſt was vo- 
od: fancy- Having been firſt diſturbed by luntarily to protract a melancholy viſion, 
the a dream, he afterwards grieved that a The third day was now declining, and 
ras dream could diſturb tim. He at laſt Seged again reſolved to be happy on the 
* diſcoycred, that his terrors and grief morrow. 

ed, vere equally vain, and that to loſe the 

ba- | 
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1 he PRASTAT VELOX FORKTUNA FIDEMs. 
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bjec- oN FICKLE WINGS THE MINUTES HASTE, 

vould AND FORTUNE'S FAVOURS NEVER LAST. 
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cour- 

aan to N the fourth morning Seged roſe was fixed upon the late danger and 

exul⸗ early, refreſhed with ſleep, vigorous eſcape, and no mind was any longer at 
cks f with health, and eager with expectation. leiturs for gay ſallies or careleſs prattle. 
forced He entered the garden, attended by the Seged had now ne other employment 
d after princes and ladies of his court, and ſee- than to contemplate the innumerable 
ain to ing nothing about him but airy cheer- caſualties which lie in ambuſh on every 
ged to fulneſs, began to ſay to his heart fide to intercept the happineſs of man, 
com- This day ſhall be a day of pleaſure. and break in upon the hour of delight 
0 grief The ſun played upon the water, the and tranquillity, He had, however, 

birds warbled in thegroves, and the gales the conſolation of thinking, that he had 

ns from — among the branches. He roved not been now diſappointed by his own 
p in his rom walk to walk as chance directed fault, and that the accident which had 
it mea- him, and ſometimes liſtened to the ſongs, blaited the hopes of the day might eaſily 
g days, ſometimes mingled with the dancers, be prevented by future caution. * 

the bed, ſometimes let looſe his imagination in That he might provide for the pleaſure 
d, in his flights of merriment, and ſometimes of the next morning, he reſolved to re- 
ens were uttered grave refiections, and ſententious pen! his penal edict, ſince he had already 
on, and maxims, and feaſted on the admiration found that diſcontent and melancholy 
a ma with which they were received. were not to be frighted away by the 
-ompoled Thus the day rolled on, without any threats of authority, and that pleaſure 
ffrighted accident of vexation, or intruſion of would only refide where ſhe was ex- 
his Kings melancholy thoughts. All that beheld empted from controul. He therefore 
n dreams, him caught gladneſs from his looks, and invited all the companions of his retreat 
d himtel the fight of happineſs conferred by him- to unbounded pleaſantry, by propoſing 
rain ſtart- elf filled his heart with ſatisfaction: but prizes for thoſe who ſhould, on the fol- 
\tioN. _ having paſſed three hours in this harm- Jowing day, diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
uw was 10 leſs luxury, he was alarmed on a ſud- any fettive performances; the tables of 
d, that be den by an univerſal ſcream among the the antechamber were covered with gold 
ſe, but 1:58 women, and turning back, ſaw the and pearls, and robes and garlands de- 
leluge 200 whole aſſembly flying in confuſion. A creed the rewards of thoſe who could 
engage Young crocodile had riſen out of the refine elegance or heighten pleaſure. 
1cancy mg ke, and was ranging the garden in At this diſplay of riches every eye 
length b wantonneſs or hunger. Seged beheld immediately ſparkled, and every tongue 
ealon, a bim with indignation, as a diſturber of was bufied in celebrating the bounty and 
har: dis felicity, — chaſed him back into the magnificence of the emperor. But when 
e this 10108 lake, but could not perſuade his retinue Seged entered, in hopes of uncommon 
alf the 02) 


to ſtay, or free their hearts from the 
terror which had ſeized upon them. 

he princeſſes incloſed themlelves in the 
palace, and could yet ſcarcely believe 
vanſclyes in ſaſety. Every attention 


onvictione 
1 ſchemes 
th 


bewail d 
fe quiet i 
| 


entertainment from univerſal emulation, 
he found that any paſſion too ſtrongly 
agitated puts an end to that. tranquillity 
which is neceſſary to mirth, and that the 
mind that is to be moved by the gentle 

ventilations 


* 
1 
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ventilations of gaiety, muſt be firſt 
ſmoothed by a total calm. Whatever 
we ardently wiſh to gain, we mult in the 
fame degree be afraid to loſe, and fear 
and pleaſure cannot dwell together. 

All was now care and ſolicitude. No- 
thing was done or ſpoken but with ſo 
viſible an endeavour at perfection, as al- 
way failed to delight, though it ſome- 
times forced admiration : and Seged 
could not but obſerve with ſorrow, that 
His prizes had more influence than him- 
ſelf. As the evening approached, the 
conteſt grew more earneſt, and thoſe who 
were forced to allow themſelves excelled, 

to diſcover the malignity of de- 
feat, firſt by angry glances, and at laſt 
by contemptuous murmurs. Seged like- 
wiſe ſhared the anxiety of the day; for 
conſidering himſelf as obliged to diſtri- 
bute with exact juſtice the prizes which 
had been ſo zealouſly ſought, he durtt 
never remit his attention, but paſſed his 
time upon the rack of doubt in balanc- 
ing different kinds of merit, and adjuſt- 
ing the claims of all the competitors. 

At laſt, knowing that no exactneſs 
could ſatisfy thoſe whoſe hopes he ſhould 
diſappoint, and thinking that on a day 
ſet apart · for happineſs, it would be cruel 
to oppreſs any heart with forrow, he de- 
clared that all had pleated him alike, 
and diſmiſſed all with preſents of equal 
value. 

Seged ſoon ſaw that his caution had 
not been able to avoid offence. They 
who had believed themſelves ſecure of 
the higheſt prizes, were not pleaſed to be 
levelled with the crowd; and though, by 
the liberality of the king, they received 
more than his promiſe had intitled them 
to expect, they departed unſatisfied, be- 

cauſe they were honoured with no diſ- 


tinction, and wanted an opportunity to 


triumph in the mortification of their op- 
ponents. * Behold here, ſaid Seged, 
* the condition of him who places his 
© happineſs in the happinels of others!” 
He then retired to meditate, and while 
the courtiers were repining at his diſtri- 
butions, {aw the fifth ſun go down in 
diſcontent. 

The next dawn renewed his reſolu- 
tion to be happy. 
how little he ccu'd effect by ſettled 
ſchemes or preparatory meaſures, he 
thought it belt to give up one day en- 
tirely to chance, and left every one to 
pleaſe and be pleaſed his own way. 

This relaxation of regularity diffuſ- 


But having learned 
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ed a general complacence thrauc! 
whole court, and the emperor im 
that he had at laſt found the le 
obtaining an interval of felicity, 1: 
as he was roving in this carelag 
bly with equal careleſſneis, he ov; 

one of his courtiers in a close 
murmuring alone—* What mer: 

« Seged above us, that we ſhould 
fear and obey him; a mad wh 
© whatever he may have formerly e 
© formed, his luxury now ſhevvs to | 
the ſame weakneſs with cure! 
This charge affected him the 
it was uttered by one whom he 
ways obſerved among the moſt 
his flatterers. At firſt his indigu. 
prompted him to ſeverity ; but retlee&1ug 
that what was ſpoke without intention 
to be heard was to be conſidered as only 
thought, and was perhaps but the fud- 
den burſt of caſual and temporary vex- 
ation, he invented ſome decent pretence 
to ſend him away, that his retreat might 
not be tainted with the breath of envy ; 
and after the ſtruggle of deliberation 
was paſt, and all deſire of revenge ut- 
terly ſuppreſſed, paſſed the evening not 
only with tranquillity, but triumph, 
though none but himſelf was conſcious 
of the victory. 

The remembrance of this clemency 
cheered the beginning of the ſeventh 
day, and nothing happened to diſturb 
the pleaſure of Seged, till looking on the 
tree that ſhaded him, he recollected, that 
under a tree of the fame kind he had 
paſſed the night after his defeat in the 
kingdom of Goiama. The reflection 
on his loſs, his diſhonour, and the 
miteries which his ſubjects ſuffered 
from the invader, filled him with ſad- 
neſs. At laſt he ſhook off the weight 
of ſorrow, and began to ſolace himtelf 
with. his uſual pleaſures, when his tran- 
quillity was again diſturbed by jealou- 
ties which the late conteſt for the prizes 
had produced, and which, having in 
vain tried to pacity them by perſuaſion, 
he was forced by ſilence to command. 

On the eighth morning Seged was 
awakened early by an unujual hurry in 
the apartments, and enquiring the cauſe, 
was told that the Princeſs Balkis was 
ſeized with ſickneſs. He roſe, and call- 
ing the phyſicians, found that they had 
little hope of her recovery. Here was 
an end of jollity : all his thoughts were 
now upon his daughter, whole eyes be 
cloſed on the tenth day. - * 
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duch were the days which Seged of 

Ethiopia had appropriated to a ſhort re- 

ſpiration from the fatigues of war and 

the cares of government. This narra- 
\ 
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tive he has bequeathed to future gene- 


rations, that no man hereafter may 
preſume to ſay—* This day ſhall be a 
day of happineſs.” 


No CCVI. SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 1752, 


e x 0.1 XN PET, ATQUE EADEM EST MENS, 
VT BONA SUMMA PUTES, ALIENA VIVERE QUADRAs 


Jvv. 


BUT HAR DEN“ DRY AFFRONTS, AND STILL THE SAME, 

LOST TO ALL SENSE OF HONOUR AND OF FAME, 

THOU YET CAN'ST LOVE TO RAUNT THE GREAT MAN'S Bond, 
AND THINK NO SUPPER GOOD BUT WITH A LORD« 


HEN Diogenes was once aſked 
| what kind of wine he liked beſt, 
he anſwered—* That which is drunk at 
the coſt of others. 

Though the character of Diogenes 
has never excited any general zeal of 
imitation, there are many who reſemble 
him in his taſte of wine; many who are 
frugal, though not abſtemious; whoſe 
appetites, though too powerful for rea- 
ſon, are kept under reſtraint by avarice; 
and to whom all delicacies loſe their 
flavour when they cannot be obtained 
but at their own expence. 

Nothing produces more ſingularity of 
manners and inconſtancy of life, than 
the conflict of oppoſite vices in the ſame 
mind, He that unitormly purſues any 
purpoſe, whether good or bad, has a 
ſettled principle of action; and as he 
may always find affociates who are tra- 
velling the ſame way, is countenanced 
by example, and ſheltered in the multi- 
tude; but a man atuated at once by 
different defires, mult move in a direc- 
tion peculiar to himſelf, and ſuffer that 
reproach which we are naturally inclin- 
ed to beſtow on thoſe who deviate from 
the reſt of the world, even without en- 
quiring whether they are worſe or better. 

Yet this conflict of deſire {ometimes 
produces wonderful efforts. To riot in 
far-ferched diſhes, or ſurfeit with un- 
exhauſted variety, and yet praRtite the 
moſt rigid economy, is ſorely an art 
which may juſtly draw the eyes of man- 
kind upon them whole induftry or judg- 
ment has enabled them to at;ain it. To 
him, indecd, who is content to break 
open the cheſts, or mortgage the ma- 
nors of his anceſtors, that he may hire 


the miniſters of exceſs at the higheſt 


Bowrrs. 


price, gluttony is an eaſy ſcience; yet 
we often hear the votaries of luxury 
boaſting of the elegance which they owe 
to the taſte of others, relating with rap- 
ture the ſucceſſion of diſhes with which 
their cooks and caterers ſupply them, 
and expecting their ſhare of praiſe with 
the diſcoverers of arts and the civilizers 
of nations. But to ſhorten the way to 
convivial happineſs, by eating without 
colt, is a ſecret hitherto in few hands, 
but certainly deſerves the curioſity of 
thoſe whoſe principal enjoyment is their 
dinner, and who fee the fun riſe with 
no other hope than that they ſhall fill 
their bellies before it ſets. 

Of them that have within my know- 
ledge attempted this ſcheme of happineſs, 
the greater part have been immediately 
oblized to deſiſt; and ſome, whom their 
firſt attempts flattered with ſucceſs, were 
reduced by degrees to a few tables, 
from which they were at laſt chaſed to 
make way for others; and having long 
habituated themſelves to ſuperfluous 
plenty, growled away their latter years 
in diſcontented competence. 

None enter the regions of luxury with 
higher expectations than men of wit, 
who imagine that they ſhall never want 
a welcome to that company whoſe ideas 
they can enlarge, or whoſe imagina- 
tions they can x hy and believe them- 
ſelves able to pay for their wine with 
the mirth which it qualifies them to 

roduce. Full of this opinion, they 
crowd, with little invitation, wherever 
the fnell of a feaſt allures them, but 
are ſeldom encouraged to repeat their 
viſits, being dreaded by the pert as ri- 
yals, and hated by the dull as diſturbers 


of the company. 
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No man has been fo happy in gain- 
ing and keeping the privilege of living 
at luxurious houſes as Guloſulus, who 
after thirty years of continual revelry, 
has now eſtabliſhed, by uncontroverted 
preſcription, his claim to partake of every 
entertainment, and whole preſence they 
who alpire to the praiſe of a ſumptuous 
table are careful to procure on a day of 
importance, by ſending the invitation a 
fortnight before. 

Guloſulus entered the world with- 
out any eminent degree of merit; but 
was careful to frequent houſes where 
perſons of rank reſorted. By being 
often ſeen, he became in time known z 
and from fitting in the ſame room, was 
ſuffered to mix in idle converſation, or 
aſſiſted to fill up a vacant hour, when 
better, amuſement was not readily to be 
had. From the coffec-houſe he was 
ſometimes taken away to dinner; and 
as no man refuſes the acquaintance of 
him whom he ſees admitted to famili- 
arity by others of equal dignity, when 
he had been met at a few tables, he with 
leſs difficulty found the way to more, 
till at laſt he was regularly expected to 
appear wherever preparations are made 
for a feaſt, within the circuit of his ac- 
quaintance. 

When he was thus by accident initi- 
ated in luxury, he felt in himſelf no in- 
clination to retire from a life of ſo much 
pleaſure, and therefore very ſeriouſly 
conſidered how he might continue it. 
Great qualities, or uncommon accom- 
3 he did not find neceſſary; 

or he had already ſeen that merit rather 
enforces reſpe& than attracts fondneſs ; 
and as he thought no folly greater than 
that of loſing a dinner for any other gra- 
tification, he often congratulated himſelf, 
that he had none of that diſguſting excel- 
lence which impreſſes awe upon great- 
reſs, and condemns it's poſſeſſors to the 
fociety of thoſe who are wile or brave, 
and indigent as themſelves. 

Guloſulus having never allotted much 
of his time to books or meditation, had 
no opinion in philoſophy or politicks, 
and was not in danger of injuring his 
intereſt by dogmatical poſitions, or vio- 
lent contradiction. If a diſpute aroſe, 
he took care to liſten with earneft atten- 
tion; and when either ſpeaker grew ve- 
hement and loud, turned- towards him 
with eager quickneſs, and uttered a 
mort phraſe of admiration, as if ſur- 
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riſed by ſuch cogency of argument ag 
bh had never known before. By this 
filent conceſſion, he generally preſerved 
in either controvertilt ſuch a conviction 
of his own ſuperiority, as inclined him 
rather to pity than irritate his adverſary, 
and prevented thoſe cutrages which are 
ſometimes produced by the rage of de. 
feat, or petulance of triumph. 

Guloſulus was never embarraſſed but 
when he was required to declare his ſen. 
timents before he had been able to dil. 
cover to which ſide the maſter of the 
houſe inclined, for it was his invariable 
rule to adopt the notions of thoſe that 
invited him. 

Tt will ſometimes happen that the in- 
ſolence of wealth breaks into contemp- 
tuouſnels, or the turbulence of wine re- 
quires a vent; and Guloſulus ſeldom 
tails of being ſingled out on tuch emer- 
gencies, as one on whom any experi- 
ment of ribaldry may be ſafely tricd, 
Sometimes his lord{hip finds himſelf in- 
clined to exhibit a ſpecimen of raillery 
for the diverſion of his gueſt, and Gu- 
loſulus always ſupplies him with a ſub- 
ject of merriment. But he has Icarn- 
ed to conſider rudeneſs and indignities 
as familiaritics that gatitle him to great- 


er freedom: he comforts himſelt, that 


thoſe who treat and inſult him pay for 
their laughter, and that he _ his mo- 
ney while they enjoy their jeſt. 

His chief policy conſiſts in ſelecting 
ſome diſh from every courſe, and re- 
commending it to the company, with as 
air ſo deciſive, that no one ventures to 
contradit him. By this practice he 
acquires at a feaſt a kind of diQatorial 
authority; his taſte becomes the ſtandard 
of pickles and ſeaſoning, and he is ve- 
nerated by the profeſſors of epicuriſm, 
as the Ba man who underſtands the 
niceties of cookery. 

Whenever a new ſauce is importec!, or 
any innovation made in the culinary 
ſyſtem, he procures the earlieſt intelli- 
gence, and the moſt authentick receipt; 
and by. communicating his knowledge 


under proper injunctions of ſecrecy, 


gains a right of taſting his own diſh 
whenever it is prepared, that he may tell 
whether his directions have been fully 
underſtood. 

By this method of life Guloſulus has 
ſo impreſſed on his imagination the dig- 
nity of feaſting, that he has no other 


topick of talk, or ſubject of medita- 
tz00s 


ntelli- 
celpt 3 
vledge 
crecy, 
1 a 
ay tel 

| Fully 


as has 
E dig- 
other 
edita* 
tion. 


fon. His calendar is a bill of fare; 
he meaſures the year by ſucceſſive dain- 
ties. The only common places of his 
memory are his meals; and if you aik 
him at what time an event happened, he 
conſiders whether he heard it aftcr a 
dinner of turbot or veniſon. He knows, 
indeed, that thoſe who value themſcives 
upon ſenſe, learning, or piety, ſpeak of 
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him with contempt; but he conſiders 
them as wretches envious or ignorant, 
who do not know his happinels, or wiſh 
to ſupplant him; and declares to his 
friends, that he is fully ſatisfied with 
his own conduct, fince he has fed every 
day on twenty dithes, and yet doubled 
his eſtate. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 1754. 


SOLVE SENESCENTEM MATURE SANUS EQUUM, NE 
PECCET AD EXTREMUM KIDENDUSe 


Hog, 


THE YOICE OF REASON CRIES WITH WINNING FORCK, 
LUCSE FROM THE RAPID CAR YOUR AGED KORSE, 
LEST, IN THE RACE DERIDED, LEFT BEHIND, 

HE DRAG HIS JADED LIMBS AND EUQRST HIS WINDs 


UCH is the emptineſs of human en- 
joyment, that we are always im- 
patient of the preſent. Attainment is 
followed by naglect, and poſſeſſion by 
diſguſt; and the malicious remark of 
the Greek epigrammatiit on marriage 
may be applied to every other courſe of 
lite, that it's two days of happineſs are 
the firſt and the laſt. 

Few moments are more pleaſing than 
thoſe in which the mind ;s concerting 
meaſures for a new undertaking. From 
the firſt hint that wakens the fancy, till 
the hour of actual execution, all is im- 
provement and progrets, triumph and 
felicity, Every hour brings additions 
to the original ſcheme, ſuggeſts ſome 
new expedient to ſecure ſucceſs, or dil- 
covers conſequential advantages not hi- 
therto foreſeen. While preparations 
are made, and materials accumulated, 
day glides after day through elyſian 
proſpects, and the heart dances to the 
long of hope. 

Such is the pleaſure of projecting, 
that many content themſelves with a ſuc- 
ceſhon of viſionary ſchemes, and wear 
out their allotted time in the calm amuſe- 
ment of contriving what they never at- 
tempt or hope to execute. 

Others, not able to feaſt their ima- 
gination with pure ideas, advance ſome- 
what nearer to the groſſneſs of action, 
with great diligence colle& whatever is 
requilite to their deſign, and, after a 
thouſand reſearches and conſultations, 


«e ſnatched away by death, as they 
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ſtand in procin Tu waiting for a proper 
opportunity to begin. 

If there were no other end of life, 
than to find tome adequate lolace fer 
every day, I know not wacther any con- 
dition could be preferred to that of the 
man who involves himſelf in his own 
thoughts, and never tuifers experience 
to ſhew him the vanity of ſpeculation; 
fer no ſooner are notions reduced to 
practice, than tranquillity and confi- 
dence forſake the brealt; every day 
brings it's taſk, and o:ten without bring- 
ing abilities to perform it: ditficulties 
embarraſs, uncertainty perpleves, op- 
polition retards, cenſure exaſperates, or 
neglect depreſſes. e proceed, be- 
cauſe we have begun; we complete our 
deſign, that the labour already ſpent may 
not be vain: but as expectation gra- 
dually dies away, the gay ſmile of ala- 
crity diſappears, we are compeiled to 
implore ſeverer powers, and truit the 
event to patience and conſtancy. 

When once our labour has begun, the 
comfort that enables us to endure it is 
the proſpect of it's end; for though in 
every long work there are ſome joyous 
intervals of ſelf-applauſe, when the at- 
tention is recreated by unexpected faci- 
lity, and the imagination toothed by in- 
cidental excellencies ; yet the toil with 
which performance ſtruggles after idea, 
is ſo irkſome and diſguſting, and ſo 
frequent is the neceſſity of reſting be- 
low that perfection which we imagined 
within our reach, that ſeldom any man 

3 M3 obtaing 
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obtains more from his endeavours than 
a painful conviction ot his detects, and 
2 continual reſuſcitation of delires which 
he feels himſelf unable to gratity. 

So certainly is wearine:s the conco- 
mitant of our undertakings, that every 
man, in whatever he is engaged, con- 
ſoles himſelf with the hope of change; 
i he has made his way by aſſiduity to 

ublick employment, he tulks among 
his friends of the delight of retreat ; it 
by the neceſſity of lolitary application 
he is ſecluded from the world, he liſtens 
with a, beating heart to diſtant noiſes, 
longs to mingle with living beings, and 
reſolves to take hereafter his fill of di- 
verſions, or diſplay his abilities on the 
univerſal theatre, and enjoy the pleaſure 
of diſtinction and applauſe, 

Every defire, however innocent, grows 
dangerous, as by long indulgence it be- 
comes alcendant in the mind. When 
we have been much accuſtomed to con- 
ſider any thing as capable of giving hap- 
pines, it is not eaſy to reſtrain our ar- 
dour, or to forbear ſome precipitation 
in our advances, and irregularity in our 
purſuits. He that has cultivated the tree, 
waiched the ſwelling bud and opening 
bloſſom, and pleaſed himſelf with com- 


puting how much every tun and ſhower 


add to it's growth, ſcarcely ſtays till 
the fruit has obtained it's maturity, 
but defeats his own cares by eagerneſs 
to reward them. When we have dili- 
gently laboured for any purpoſe, we are 
willing to believe that we have attained 
it, and, becauſe we have already done 
much, too ſuddenly conclude that no 
more is to be done. 

All attraction is increaſed by the ap- 
proach of the attracting body. We 
never find ourſelves fo * to finiſh, 
as in the latter part of our work, or ſo 
impatient of 4. as when we know 
that delay cannot be long. Thus un- 
ſeaſonable importunity of diſcontent 
may be partly imputed to languor and 
wearineſs, which muſt always oppreſs 
thoſe more whoſe toil has been longer 
continued; but the greater part uſually 

roceeds from frequent contemplation 


of that eaſe which is now conſidered as 


within reach, and which, when it has 
once flattered our hopes, we cannot ſuf- 
fer to be withheld. 

In ſome of the nobleſt compoſitions 
of wit, the concluſion falls below. the 
vigour and ſpirit of the firſt books; and 
as à genius is not to be degraded by the 


imputation of human failings, the cauſe 
of this declenſion is commonly ſought 
in the ſtructure of the work, and play. 
file reaſons are given why in the de. 
tective part leſs ornament was necctlary, 
or leſs could be admitted. But, per- 
haps, the author would have conſefled, 
that his fancy was tired, and his per. 
ſeverance broken; that he knew his de- 
ſi n to be unfiniſhed, but that when he 
faw the end ſo near, he cuuld no longer 
refuſe to be at reſt. 

Againlt the inſtillations of this frigid 
opiate, the heart ſhould be ſecured by a! 
the conſiderations which once concurred 
to kindle the ardour of enterprize, 
Whatever motive firſt incited action, hag 
ſtill greater force to ſtimulate perſeve- 
rance; tince he that might have lain ſtul 
at ficit in blameleis obſcurity, cannot 
afterwards deſiſt but with intamy and 
reproach, He whom a doubtful pro- 
miſe of diſtant good could encourage to 
tet dithculties at defiance, ought not to 
remit his vigour, when he has almoſt 
obtained his recompence. To faint or 
loiter, when only the laſt efforts are re- 
quired, is to leer the ſhip through tem- 
peſts, and abandon it to the winds in 
fight of land; it is to break the ground 
and ſcatter the ſeed, and at lait to neglect 
the harveſt. 

The maſters of rhetorick direct, that 
the molt forcible arguments be produced 
in the latter part of an cration, leſt they 
ſhould be elfaced or perplexed by ſuper. 
venient images. This precept may be 
juſtly extended to the ſeries of lile: no- 
thing is ended with honour, which does 
not conclude better than it began. It 
is not ſufhcient to maintain the firſt vi. 
gour for excellence loſes it's effect upon 
the mind by cuſtom, as light after 3 
time ceaſes to dazzle. Admiration muſt 
be continued by that novelty which firit 
produced it, and how much ſocver 19 
given, there muſt always be reaſon to 
imagine that more remains, 

We not only are moſt ſenſible of the 
laſt impreſſions, but ſuch is the unwii- 
lingneſs of mankind to admit tran'cen- 
dent merit, that, though it be difficult 
to obliterate the 1 of miſcarriage 
by any ſubſequent atchievement, how: 
ever iſluftrious, yet the reputation rait 
by a long train of ſucceſs, may be final) 
ruined by a ſingle failure; for weaknd 
or error will be always remembered d 
that malice and envy which it gratifes. 

For the prevention of that dien 
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which laſſitude and — 2 may bring 
at laſt upon the greateſt performances, 
it is neceſſary to proportion carefully our 
labour to our ſtrength. If the deſign 
compriſes many parts, equally eſſential, 
and therefore not to be ſeparated, the 
only time for caution is before we en- 


gage; the powers of the mind muſt be 


then impartially eſtimated, and it mutt 
be remembered, that not to complete 
the plan, is not to have begun it; and 
that nothing is done, while any thing 1s 
omitted, 

But, if the taſk conſiſts in the repeti- 
tion of fingle acts, no one of which de- 
rives it's ethcacy from the reſt, it may 
be attempted with leſs ſcruple, becauſe 
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there is always opportunity to retreat 


with honour. The danger is only, leſt 
we expect from the world the indulgence 
with which moſt are diſpoſed to treat 
themſelves; and in the hour of liitleſs- 
nels imagine, that the diligence of one 
day will atone tor the idlene!s of another, 
and that applauſe begun by approbation 
will be continued by habit. 

He that is himlelf weary will ſoon 
w-ary the publick. Let him theretore 
lay down his employment, whatever it 
be, who can no longer ex-rt his former 
activity or attent on; let him not endea- 
your to ſtruggle with centure, or oblti- 
nately infeſt the ſtage till a general hiſs 
commands hun to depart. 


No CCVIII. SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 1752. 
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ET; e d pwrroc Teropaugrn® el N gvaglic 
ordeis · rab v ad ual Tags Tigoiypoin” 


DroG. LAE RT. 


BE GONE, YE BLOCKHEADS, HERACLITUS CRIES, 
AND LEAVE MY LABOUKS TO TRE LEAKN'D AND WISE 
EY WIT, BY KNUWLEDGE, STUDIOUS TO BE KEAD, 

I SCOAN THE MULTITUDE, ALIVE OR DEAD. 


IME, which puts an end to all 
human pleaſures and lorrows, has 
likewiſe concluded the labours of the 
Rambler. Having ſupported, for two 
years, the anxious employment of a pe- 
riodical writer, and multiplied my effays 
to four volumes, I have now determin- 
ed to deſiſt. 

The reaſons of this reſolution it is of 
little importance to declare, fince juſti- 
fication is unneceſſary when no objection 


is made, I am far trom ſuppoſing, that 


the ceſſation of my performances will 
raiſe any inquiry, for I have never been 
much a favourite of the publick, nor 
can boaſt that, in the progreis of my un- 
dertaking, I have been animated by the 
rewards of the liberal, the carcfles of the 
great, or the praiſes of the eminent. 
But I have no deſign to gratify pride 
by ſubmiſſion, or malice by lamentation; 
nor think it reaſonable to complain of 
m_ from thoſe whoſe regard I never 
folicited. If I have not been diſtin- 
2 by the diſtributors of literary 
onours, I have ſeldom deſcended to the 
arts by which favour is obtained. I have 
ſeen the meteors of faſhion riſe and fall, 


without any attempt to add a moment 
to their duration. I have never com- 
plied with temporary cvriofity, nor en- 
abled my readers to ditcuis the topick 
of the day; I have rarely exemplitied 
my 2fertions by living charadters; in 
my papers, no man could Jook for cen- 
ſures of his enemies, or praiſes of him- 
ſelf; and they only were expected to per- 
ute them, whole paſſions left them len ure 
for abttracted truth, and whom virtue 
could pleaſe by it's naked dignitv. 

To fome, however, I am indebted for 
encouragement, and to others tor aſſiſt- 
ance, The number ot my friends was 
never great, but they have been ſuch as 
would not ſuffer me to think that I was 
writing in vain, and Idid not tec} much 
dcjeciion from the want of popularity. 

My obl:gations having not been ' 6 
quent, my acknowledgments may be 
ſoon diſpatched. I can reſtore to all 


my correſpondents their productions, 

with little diminution of the bulk of my 

volumes, though not without the laſs of 

ſome pieces to which particular honours 
have been paid. 

The parts from which I claim no 

| other 
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other praiſe than that of having given 
them an opportunity of appearing, are 
the four billets in the tenth paper, the 
ſecond letter in the fifteenth, the thirtieth, 
the forty-fourth, the ninety-ſeventh, 
and the hundredth papers, and the ſe- 
cond letter in the hundred and ſeventh. 
Having thus deprived myſelf of many 
excuſes which candour might have ad- 
mitted for the inequality of my compo- 
ſitions, being no Jos able to allege 
the neceſſity of gratitying correſpond- 
ents, the importunity with which pub- 
lication was ſolicited, or obſtinacy with 
which correction was rejected, I muſt 
remain accountable for ali my faults, 
and ſubmit, without iubterfuge, to the 
cenſures of criticiſm, which, however, 
I ſhall not endcavour to ſoiten by a 
formal deprecation, or to overbear b 
the influence of a patron, The ſuppli- 
ations of an author never yet reprieve 
him a moment from oblivion ; and, 
though grentneſs has ſometimes ſhelter- 
ed guilt, it can afford no protection to 
ignorance or dulneſs. Having hitherto 
attempted only the propagation of truth, 
I will not at laſt violate it by the confeſ- 
ſion of terrors which I do not feel: hav- 
ing laboured to maintain the dignity of 
virtue, I will not now degrade it by the 
meanneſs of dedication. | 

The ſeeming vanity with which I have 
ſometimes ſpoken of myſelf, would per- 
haps require an apology, were it not ex- 
tenuated by the example of thoſe who 
have publiſhed efſays before me, and by 
the privilege which every nameleſs writer 
has been hitherto allowed. * A maſk," 
ſays Caltiglione, © confers a right of 
acting and ſpeaking with leſs reſtraint, 
© even when the wearer happens to be 
known.“ He that is diſcovered with- 
out his own conſent, may claim ſome 
indulgence, and cannot be rigorouſly 
called to juſtify thoſe ſallies or frolicks 
which his diſguiſe muſt prove him deſir- 
ous to conceal. 

But I have been cautious leſt this of- 
fence ſhould be frequently or groſsly 
committed; for, as one of the philoſo- 
phers directs us to live with a friend, 
as with one that is ſome time to become 
2n enemy, I have always thought it the 
duty of an anonymous author to write, 
as it he expected to be hereafter known. 

I am willing to flatter myſelf with 
hopes, that, by collecting theſe papers, 
I am not preparing, for my future lite, 
either ſhame or repeutance. That all 


THE RAMBLER. 


are happily imagined, or accurately ps. 
liſhed, that the ſame ſentiments have not 
ſometimes recurred, or the ſame exprel. 
ſions been too frequently repeated, I have 
not confidence in my abilities ſufficient 
to warrant, He that condemns himſelf 
to compoſe on a ftated day, will often 
bring to his taſk an attention diſſipated, 
a memory embarraſſed, an imagination 
overwhelmed, a mind diſtracted with 
anxieties, a body languiſhing with dif. 
eaſe: he will labour on a barren topick, 
till it is too late to change it; or, in the 
ardour of invention, diffuſe his thoughts 
into wild exuberance, which the preſ. 
ſing hour of publication cannot ſuffer 
judgment to examine or reduce. 

Whatever ſhall be the final ſentence 
of mankind, I have at leaſt endeavoured 
to deſerve their kindneſs, I have la- 
boured to refine our language to gram» 
matical purity, and to clear it from col. 
loguial barbariims, licentious idioms, 
and irregular combinations. Something, 
perhaps, I have added to the elegance 
ot 1's conſtruction, and ſomething to the 
harmony of it's cadence. When com- 
mon words were lels pleaſing to the ear, 
or leſs diftin&t in their ſignification, I 
have familiarized the terms of philoſophy 
by applying them to popular ideas, but 

ave rarely admitted any word not au. 
thorized by former writers for I believe 
that whoever knows the Engliſh tongue 
in it's preſent extent, will be able to ex- 
prels his thoughts without further help 
from other nations. | 

As it has been my principal deſign to 
inculcate wiſdom or piety, I have allot- 
ted few papers to the idle ſports of ima- 
gination. Some, perhaps, may be found, 
of Which the higheſt excellence is harm - 
leis merriment ; but ſcarcely any man is 
ſo ſteadily ferrous as not to complain, 
that the ſeverity of dictatorial inſtruction 
has been too ſeldom relieved, and that 
he is driven by the ſternneſs of the Ram- 
bler's philoſophy to more cheerful and 
airy Companions. 

Next to the excurſtons of fancy are the 
diſquiſitions of criticiſm, which, in my 
opinion, is only to be ranked among the 
ſubordinate and inſtrumental arts. Ar- 
bitrary deciſion and general exclamation 
J have carefully avoided, by aſſerting 
nothing without a reaſon, and eſtabliſh- 
ing all my principles of judgment on 
unalterable and evident truth. 

In the pictures of life I have never 
been ſo ſtudious of novelty or ſurprize, 
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as to depart who!ly from all reſemblance; 
a fault which writers deſervedly cele- 
brated frequently commit, that they may 
raiſe, as the occaſion requires, either 
mirth or abhorrence. Some enlarge- 
ment may be allowed to declamation, 
and ſome exaggeration to burleique;z but 
as they deviate further from reality, they 
become leſs uſeful, becauſe their leſſons 
will fail of application. The mind of 
the reader is carried away from the con- 
templation of his own manners; he finds 
in himſelf no likeneſs to the phantom 
before him; and though he laughs or 
rages, is not reformed. 

The eſſays profeſſedly ſerious, if I 
have been able to execute my own in- 


tentions, will be found exactly conforms 
able to the precepts of Chriſtiaaity, 
without any accommodation to the licen- 
tioutneſs and levity of the preſent age. 
I theretore look back on this part of my 
work with pleature, which no blame or 
Yaite of man ſhall! diminiſh or augment, 

ſhall never envy the honours which 
wit and learning obtain in any other 
caule, if I can be numbered among the 
writers who have given ardour to virtue, 
and confidence to truth. 
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Celeſtial pow'rs! that picty regard, 
From you my labours wait their laſt r2ward. 
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other praiſe than that of having given 
them an opportunity of appearing, are 
the four billets in the tenth paper, the 
ſecond letter in the fifteenth, the thirtieth, 
the forty-fourth, the ninety-ſeventh, 
and the hundredth papers, and the ſe- 
cond letter in the hundred-and ſeventh. 

Having thus deprived myſelf of many 
excuſes which candour might have ad- 
mitted for the inequality of my compo- 
ſitions, being no 3 able to allege 
the neceſſity of gratifying correſpond- 
ents, the importunity with which pub- 
lication was ſolicited, or obſtinacy with 
which correction was rejected, I muſt 
remain accountable for all my faults, 
and ſubmit, without ſubterfuge, to the 
cenſures of criticiſm, which, however, 
I ſhall not endeavour to ſoften by a 
formal deprecation, or to overbear by 
the influence of a patron. The ſuppli- 
cations of an author never yet reprieve 
him a moment from oblivion; and, 
though greatneſs has ſometimes ſhelter- 
ed guilt, it can afford no protection to 
ignorance or dulneſs. Having hitherto 
attempted only the propagation of truth, 
I will not at laſt violate it by the confeſ- 
ſion of terrors which I do not feel: hav- 
ing laboured to maintain the dignity of 
virtue, I will not now degrade it by the 
meanneſs of dedication. - 

The ſeeming vanity with which I have 
ſometimes ſpoxen of myſelf, would per- 


haps require an apology, were it not ex- 


tenuated by the example of thoſe who 
have publiſhed eſſays before me, and by 
the privilege which every nameleſs writer 
has been hitherto allowed. A maſk," 
ſays Caltiglione, * confers a right of 


acting and ſpeaking with leſs reſtraint, 


© even when the wearer happens to be 
known.“ He that is diſcovered with- 
out his own conſent, may claim ſome 
indulgence, and cannot be rigorouſly 
called to juſtify thoſe fallies or frolicks 
which his diſguiſe muſt prove him deſir- 
ous to conceal, 

But I have been cautious leſt this of- 
fence ſhould be frequently or groſsly 
committed; for, as one of the philoſo- 
phers directs us to live with a friend, 
as with one that is ſome time to become 
an enemy, I have always thought it the 
duty of an anonymous author to write, 
as if he expected to be hereafter known. 

I am willing to flatter myſelf with 
hopes, that, by collecting theſe papers, 
I am not preparing, for my future lite, 
either ſhame or repeutance. That all 
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are happily imagined, or accurately ps. 
liſhed, that the ſame ſentiments have not 
ſometimes recurred, or the ſame expreſ- 
ſions been too frequently repeated, I have 
not conhdence in my abilities ſufficient 
to warrant, He that condemns himlelf 
to compoſe on a ſtated day, will often 
bring to his taſk an attention diſſipated, 
a memory embarraſſed, an imagination 
overwhelmed, a mind diſtracted with 
anxieties, a body languiſhing with di. 
eaſe: he will labour on a barren topick, 
till it is too late to change it; or, inthe 
ardour of invention, diffuſe his thoughts 
into wild exuberance, which the preſ- 
ſing hour of publication cannot ſuffer 
judgment to examine or reduce. 

Whatever ſhall be the final ſentence 
of mankind, I have at leaſt endeavoured 
to deſerve their kindneſs. I have la- 
boured to refine our language to gram» 
matical purity, and to clear it from col. 
loquial barbariſms, licentious idioms, 
and irregular combinations. Something, 
perhaps, I have added to the elegance 
ot 11's conſtruction, and ſomething to the 
harmony of it's cadence. When com- 
mon words were leſs pleaſing to the ear, 
or leſs diſtin in their ſignification, I 
have familiarized the terms of philoſophy 
by applying them to popular ideas, but 
have rarely admitted any word not au- 
thorized by former writers; for I believe 
that whoever knows the Engliſh tongue 
in it's preſent extent, will be able to ex- 
prels his thoughts without further help 
from other nations. 

As it has been my principal deſign to 
inculcate wiſdom or piety, I have allot- 
ted few papers to the idle ſports of ima- 
gination. Some, perhaps, may be found, 
of which the higheſt excellence is harm - 
leſs merriment; but ſcarcely any man is 
ſo ſteadily ſerious as not to complain, 
that the ſeverity of dictatorial inſtruction 
has been. too ſeldom relieved, and that 
he is driven by the ſternneſs of the Ram- 
bler's philoſophy to more cheerful and 
airy companions. 

Next to the excurſions of fancy are the 
diſquiſitions of criticiſm, which, in my 
opinion, is only to be ranked among the 
{ſubordinate and inſtrumental arts. Ar- 
bitrary deciſion aud general exclamation 
I have carefully avoided, by aſſerting 
nothing without a reaſon, and eftabliſh- 
ing all my principles of judgment on 
unalterable and evident truth. 

In the pictures of life I have never 
been ſo ſtudious of novelty or ſurprize, 
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as to depart wholly from all reſemblance; 
a fault which writers delervedly cele- 
brated frequently commit, that they may 
raiſe, as the occaſion requires, either 
mirth or abhorrence. Some enlarge- 
ment may be allowed to declamation, 
and ſome exaggeration to burleſque; but 
as they deviate further from reality, they 
become leſs uſeful, becauſe their leſſons 
will fail of application. The mind of 
the reader is carried away from the con- 
templation of his own manners; he finds 
in himſelf no likeneſs to the phantom 
before him; and though he laughs or 
rages, 1s not reformed. 

The eſſays profeſſedly ſerious, if I 
have been able to execute my own in- 


. 


tentions, will be found exactly conform - 
able to the precepts of Chriſtianity, 
without any accommodation to the licen- 
tiouſneſs and levity of the preſent age. 
I therefore look back on this part of my 
work with pleaſure, which no blame or 
Yaife of man ſhall diminiſh or augment. 
| ſhall never envy ,the honours which 
wit and learning obtain in any other 
cauſe, if I can be numbered among the 
writers who have given ardour to virtue, 
and confidence to truth. 
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Celeſtial pow'rs! that piety regard, 
From you my labours wait their laſt r2ward, 


